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The ſecret Things belong unto the Lord our God, but . = 
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| Think I ought to give you ſome 
Account, why I did not publiſh 
WISH the following Letter Sooner, 

3 41 and why I 0 it NM]. | 


When I reteivd your Letter concerning 
the Eternity of the Son of God, and of 
the Holy Spirit, dated July 10. 1719, to- 

ether with your Letter of Thanks to the 
Biſhop of London, dated Jan. 17. 1715. an- 
next to it: Tho I thought I was not, at my 


; Tears, to learn my Catechiſm ; yet my Cu- 
riofrty led me to read them, knowing your 


Reputation for Learning: And I own my 
great Surprize, to find ſo many Teſtimonies, 
and ſome Texts, cited by you againſt the 
Doctrine of the Trinity, by which you bad 
been drawn from that Opinion and Faith, 


which you once. profeſs d; end which now, 


with the Boldneſs and Authority of an Apo- 


ſtle, (lite St. Paul himſelf in another Caſe) 
es A 2 Be- 


ren 
Gal. v. 2. Behold, I. ſay unto you, is © a fatal Miſtake * 
he Biſkp So I fold to look into your Quotations , 


don, . 18. ht I was much more ſurpriæ d, to find your 
Quotations liable to ſuch Objections, as you 
will ſee in the enſuing Letter, which I writ 
ſoon after yours came to my Hand, with an 
Expect ation of ſeeing you, when you came 
into this Country, as you usd to do every 
Tear; and to prepare my ſelf, as well as J 
was able, for your Aſſaults , and not to en- 


ter into an open Paper-War , * my 
that 1 


own Ignorance and Weakneſs ; and 

had not ſufficiently provd the Armour, 
which was neceſſary for an Encounter with 
fo great a Champion, as had defy'd the Ar- 
mies of the Living God. But ſince you have 
been in Rutland, both laſt Tear and this, 
and not afforded me your Company here, as 
formerly you were wont ; and that your 
Letter to me is referr d to, in a late Traft 


by your ſelf, as a full Evidence of the Truth 
of your Doctrine; and that many may take 
your peremptory Aſſertions upon Truſt, from 


fo eminent a Man as your ſelf; and ſince I 
bave had Leiſure to examine your Quotati- 
ons, and do find that you have perverted 
the Scriptures, and abus d your Authors by 
an. untrue and unfair Repreſentation of the 
Paſſages you cite out of them; I have 


now venturd to ſend to the Preſs my Ani- 
mad- 


of Lon- and conſider your Texts; and I own alſo, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


x [H] 
+ madverfions , and what bas orcurrd to me 
upon this Subje@ ; that I might not, by my 
Silence, be thought your Proſelyte: And 

{> wvecauſe it is not enough to believe with the 4 
Heart, but with the Mouth Confeſſion is 1% 
| made unto Salvation; and not confeſſing 
| the Lord Feſus before Men, is nexs to the 
| —_ RT 1 


J do not doubt, but your Zeal will prompt 

. you to. a Reply; and therefore allow me to 

tell you the 1 - - —_ ir will be 
moſt fair in its ſelf, and ſatisfafory to me 
and others, wwho ſhall read it. 


I. To ſtate your own Doctrine, and to 
ſbew that it is conſiſtent wich common 
| Senſe, and with the other Doctrines of our | 
Holy Religion; which, I hope, we agree C 
il” an; ſome of which I have mentiond in my 4 
Letter : For, like the Men of Capua, who 
would not deſtroy their Magiſtrates , tho 
they extremely diſlikd them, becauſe they 
could not find better to put into their Pla- 
ces; you ſhould not, in an Age, when 
many ridicule all reveald Religion, re- 
| proach that, which is eſtabliſſi d among. 
| * ws, as being againſt © the Light of Na- 
| “ture and common Senſe ”, till you have 
freed your own Scheme from that 2 


an 


P. 24, & 
37 


\ 
. ; 2 * > 
[ iv ] [ 


* 


2. To juſtify the Conſtruction, which you 


baue put upon the Texts, cited by you out 
. of the Scripturen. omar 0 ore 


3. Not to load me with a Multitude of 
new Quotations. For that is to lead me in- 
to a Labyrinth, where a Man ſo little 
vers d in the Fathers, as I am, will want 
a Clue of Thread to bring bim out of it; 
and you cannot expect that I ſhould be- 
lieve they are true, or that I will take 
the Pains to examine them; for I may 
juſtly conclude them to be falle, till you 
haue prov d thoſe in your Letter, which 
T have look'd into, to be truly and fairly 
ſtated. And fince © Thoſe are the Ori- 
“ ginal Principal Texts and Teſtimonies, 
“ which concern this important Subject, 
tis in vain to heap up others, which are 


 teſs Authoritative and Cogent. Now whe- 


ther your Quotations be true and fair, is 
a Matter of Fact, which can ſcarce bear 


a Diſpute, or may be eaſily decided And 


tho if they were true and fair, which I 
am ſure they are not, it would not fol- 
low, that I ought to yield to them, be- 
cauſe there may be others, and you your 

rn, 


1 


and evidently ſbewn that it is rational and 


_ 


_ 


Tv 1 
elf haus mention d ſeveral , which are 
plainer, clearer, and ſtronger Aſſertions of 
the Divinity of the Son of God and 
Holy Ghoſt, than Theſe. which you- haue 
true and fair, it will fallow , that you 
ought to renounce that Opinion and Do- 


| Errine, into which you habe been ſo miſ- 


led. But, notwithſtanding this Advan- 
tage, which I have, I dare join Iſſue 
with you upon this Point of the Truth 
and Fairneſs of your Quotations. «+ 


Laſtly, As you bave a Right” to er- 
amine my Quotations, and the Conitru- 
GFion of the. Texts cited ly me, ( as 1 
have done yours; ) ſo I ſball be well 
pleas d to ſee your Obſervations ; being 


very ſure that I have. not wilfully pre- 
varicated in repreſenting them.; and there- 


fore may hope I ſhall not want many 


'. Excuſes: But if I have tommitted an 


Miſtake, I ſhall willingly be roprected; 
for I ny ſelf would amend it, if I knew 


20. 


But I would not have you think , that 
J am provoking you ts a Reply, with 
any Intention of Writing any more up- 

EY 4 at 


| 
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ſaid in Defence of our moſt Holy Faith 
4 right , — will be no need of it: 


Bur F in any Thing I have err d, tis 
better to rely on the Goodneſs of Thoſe 


in Authority , to whom I humbly ſubmit 


my ſelf, lo forgive ſuch Fault, than 
arenpting 70 Juſtify 


2 


to repeat it by 
t. ERS +> e A 
Burley, 
| * 
Nov. 21. 170. 
1 
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3 I. the Letter. 
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SIR 


I 


Was ſurprized to find in the 1 
Prints, an Advertiſement of wh 
your Letter to me concerning 
the ETxxNniTy of the Son of 
God, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
before I had received ſuch Letter from you, 

or heard of your Intcntion to write it: 

But now I have read it, | 

TI muſt thank you for the Juſtice you 

have done me, in ranking me with thoſe, 
who will not deny the Lord that bought , pes. il. t. 
them; and J truſt in him that nothing ſhall 
ever remove me from this Rock f my Sal- Rom. ix. 
vation; and J am very ſorry that any in 3% 
this Age have made him to themſelves 4 

Rick of Offence. 


. + 


— r. 
CE en — — 
1 


2 _ * 


Rom. ii. 
24. 


1 Tim. i. 
19. 


Letter to 
Biſhop of 
London, 
P. 18. 

2 Tim. i. 
10. 


T wiſh I could as well deſerve the Com- 
pliment you make me, p. 39. and that 1 
and others did hem gur Faiz 
n._ that worthy Name by which we pre 
4 "would nor be blaſphenia, at leaſt we 
ſhquld: give no Occali ion lot it: And itho 


jth before 5 — Jy f at 
Faith, and what Tendency your Doctrine 
has to produce the ſame Effect in others, 
you may find reaſon to change once more 
your Opinion, and to conclude, that: This, 
which you now profeſs, was never taught 
by our Saviour, who brought Life. and if 
mortality to Light, and came into 8 | 
and — his Apoſtles to turn Men f 


Acts xxvi. 


P. 2. 


neſs. to Light, and er be Power of of 
Gl.. N 

But before I fay any more of this, or 
proceed ta the Subject of your Letter, 1 
muſt obſerve ſome ee in en Intro: 
1 25 v. 1 Da. 


1 That what Mr. Seaton lately . 
© li d,noas norityas'it: were, in Vindication 


—_— 


my Proceedings. in the Honſa of Lords: 


et how I aſſure you, he did not know of my 


Intention to make that Motion, Which I 
did there, nor did I know that he had any 
48 of 1 on that Subject, 


K — 7 » # * 25 4123 g p a I; o 
1 | 
3 ] 


did 1 ever ſee it till it wastin' Print. 1. 


9 1 


| 3 
* 6 3 


141 
© Chriſtians, whereby, with the People calld 
Quakers, they. were to profeſs, &c. a 


If you mean. that this is a _new Teſt, 


as being then firſt to be introduced into 


our Law, you are much miſtaken. For 
all the Clergy, Gc. who are to ſubſcribe 
our 39 Articles, do fully and expreſsly 
aſſert the ſame Doctrine; and all who 
come to and communicate with our Church, 
either do own the ſame by joining in our 
Creeds and Litany, or they do moſt groſsly 
and infamouſly prevaricate with God and 
Man. : 5 . 

I will not ſay you are alſo miſtaken in 


. your Inſinuation, that this Teſt propos d was 


taken from the Quakers ; for T am confident 
you know that it was imposd upon them 
as the Condition of their Toleration ; and 
very reaſonably ſure: For when Indulgence 
was to be granted to Diſſenters, twas in- 
: tended any for Chriſtians, and therefore it 

was neceſlary to have ſome Aſſurance of 
their Faith; ſo that it was a very ill- found- 
ed Contempt -that you caſt upon us, as if 
we had learnt our Creed from Quakers ; and 
I think it is ſo too, to call it an Athanaſian 
Teſt: For, great and glorious Champion as 
he was, of the true Primitive Chriſtian 
Faith; yet if we have no other and greater 


Aut bor of our Faith than Athanaſius, I and 
all Mankind muſt agree with you ſo far, as 


thar he is not a ſufficient Ground of our 
Faith, 


1 
Faith, nor would it have been the Rock on 
which our. Saviour built bis Church. 
- But if, after all, you mean, by Netw, on- 
Iy that the Faith we profeſs, is not what 
we learnt from Chriſt and his Apoſtles), 
and was alſo profeſs d by the Primitive 
Chriſtians : This is the Queſtion between 
us, and I come now to conſider it, after I 
have made one Requeſt to you, vis. 
That you will not think me fo vain, as 
to imagine my ſelf capable, of managing 


| _ this great Controverſy as I ought ; and that 


therefore you will not determine it (I will 
not ſay by the Proofs I ſhall produce, but) 
by my Weakneſs in urging them; for the 
beſt Cauſe may ſuffer by an unskiltul Advo- 
cate : All that I promiſe my ſelf is, that 
what I ſhall offer will appear more than 
ſufficient to juſtify me in the Faith which 1 
profeſs ; and ſince we are obliged to give a 


Reaſon of the Faith and Hope that is in us, et 


and you have ſingled out and challenged in- 
to the Liſts me the moſt unfit. of all others, 
T. may in Juſtice demand of you, and alt 


others, into whoſe Hands theſe Papers may 
come, not to impute to me any proud Con- 


ceit of my on Performances in a Subject, 
which we all agree ta be incamprehenſible. 
J have never yet affected to be an Author, 
even in Things which I might pretend to be 
vers d in, tha I have been ſufficiently pro- 


vok d to it: But in the Cauſe of God, I 


15 5 3 955 may 


* S 2 6 AE TOY b 7 
* * * * ” 
— — * * 
* 
« 
- 
6 F 
A 


| may ſay, 48 inch uf of:/Treaſon, every 
Man is an Officer; and therefore ILrely up- 
ow the Candor of Mankind, at leaſt to for- 
give in me, what God will —__ the 
Offer of a Widow's/Mitet it e 217 
I ſhall now ſtate what I cake tobe the 
trus/ Chriſtian ¶Lith, n IT think, 
von have declared in Jandl to be 
ours. s 0 07 11-11 900 be 993 
Me hotl . [2 ** theres! but oy 
God, Eternal 2 derar able, c. But the 
Clarch” of: England, and mndeed> all the 
Chriſtian Churtheriiin he. orld; and with 
them I an umpidrt hy Membtr;i\do:afſert and 
4 $zl:eve, that in the Deity rere are Threr 
/ Poriſons: neceflarily exiſting; the Father, the 
Son, and the! Holy: Ghoſt, ::Cnetertnal and 
Glen de h Me Io gu 
5. 26, 25. 'You- 1 * 4 Tbat te Sun iin Creature 
made by Gad ube Fur ber, d hir oν. Will, 
b. 38 o oben Wee Ft, wiz. 4 Video: before 
ian Creation-uf "this Harl tf gur h ur 
5 & 1-6 4 0 oats miner; and. tha 


= 


HDi: Ou 33 
P38. Aſſertlom That abe Light of Nature uud 
OS commun'Senfeds ftrong xgum f a be HAthana- 
ſian Doc rine ꝝ the Teſtinonier fur it cum 
parativeln fi und untertain, i bi thoſe 
« Pinch i, wery e und bery arne 57 
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This 1. ſhall examine, 3 hope to de- 4 
ſend our Doctrine againſt ſo bold a Charge, 3 
and ſhew that your nd is liable to 
theſe very Objections. . 
1% And here muſt; obleme, Guia you are 
Setting up a fiew, but a very improper and 
inadequate Rule, by which we are to 

mine this Controverſy: For tho chat 
which may be known of God, is manifeſt to Rom. i. 19. 
, yet ſurely the Eight of Nature, Fleſh 

wand Bloud, could never have diſcovered to 

s Chriſi the San 2 the Living God: This Matt. * 


great Myſtery of Godline ſa, God: manifeſted 11 * 
in the Hleſb, Which, — after what. has — 2 
been reveal d of it, full furpaſies our: Com- 
prehenſion. 


But if the Light of Native; and even 


(+ %# 


the Revelation which God made to tlie 
 Fews from Heaven, could not make the _— 
Comers thereunto perfełt, but there needed 


4 Second Diſpenſation by which we are ver. 20. 

ſanctify d are we to be turn d to theſe 

weak and beg garly Reudiments for our In- Gal. iv. 9. 

ſtruction in the Knowledge of the Lord Je- 

ſus, which paſſeth Knowledge; and as to a Eph. ii. 

Rule, by which we are to judge of the Re- 

 yelation which God in theſe” latter times fit i. 2. 

has given us, by: ſpeaking to us by his Son, 

and neglect the true Light, which ligiiteth John i. 9. 

a Man that cometh into the Mord? 
However, if we muſt be farhoming this 

Abyb of rhe infinite Wiſdom of God, me- 

115 5 4 thinks 


rn 
4 - ' # r 


thinks thoſe, who attempt it, ſhould frame 


ſuch a Scheme, as is, at leaſt, conſiſtent 


with common Senſe, how different ſoever 
it be from the Revelation of God in the 


Holy Scriptures ; for if even the Light (of 


ay vi. Nature) that is in thee be Darkneſs, how 
2 great is that Darkneſs ! PS: 


Lask therefore, 
1. If our Saviour be but a Creature, 
how can Divine Worſhip. be paid to him 
Rom. l. 20. agreeable to the Light of Nature? Or how 
ver 25. Can we change the Truth of God into a Lye 
(which is the Account the Apoſtle gives of 


it) agreeably to common Senſe 2 And this 


, in ſpight of the many expreſs Texts of 


Seripture, and the firſt Commandment, in 


Gal. iv. 8. 1751 Service to one, who by Nature is no 
a > 


For no Excellency whatſoever, thort of 


the Godhead, can entitle any Perſon to Di- 

A. xd. 8 vine Worſhip; for God will not give his 
* *. © Glory to another; and what the Angel ſaid 
wt. oh rows is no leſs true in this Caſe, See 
ze. | Thougo it not, for I am thy Fellow-Servant; 
| worſhip God. So that if he be a Creature, 


he ought not to be worſhipp'd; or if he 


muſt be worſhipp'd, he muſt be God. 
You may perhaps give me a ſhort An- 

ſwer, vs. That you do not think our Sa- 

viour Chriſt a proper and direct Object of 


come 


2 1 = — 2 * 5 4-5 L * * 9 1 — * 
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come very near to it; and you expreſly ſay 
and even boaſt; that you never make the © 


Holy Ghoſt the direct Obje@ of any Doxo- 
logy at all. The Foundation of which 
bac.” be, becauſe' you reckon him to be a 
Creature ; and this Reaſon holds with you 
in the Caſe of the Son alſo. But I am un- 
willing to carry my Suſpicion ſo far, be- 
cauſe this Worſhip of Chriſt is not only 


— * 


And you acknowledge that ſome of the 
Scripture-Doxologies are directed to the 


© Farther and the Son jointly , ſome to Feſus 


* Chriſt only. 


2. According to the common Senſe and 
Notion, we have of created Beings, what- 


ever is made may be unmade. Can the 
Son of God be annihilated 2 If this be too 
harſh Blaſphemy to be aſſerted, as ſurely it 
is, then there is a Creature, who (tho', you 


ſay, he is govern d by God as his God, yet) P. 23. 
is jn this Reſpect too hard for his Creator, 
who by giving a Power in Heaven and in Na. xxvii. 

Earth to the Son, muſt conſequently _ 


main himſelf not omnipotent: Or, if he 
does, the Son is omnipotent too ; and then 


if the Son be a diſtin Being, there are 


Two Omnipotents, which is abſurd and 


eantradictions : For you ſay in your Quota- 
tion out of Clemens Alexandrinus , © The P. 16. 
Sen cannat be ever abſiraGed as being Lord 


'of 


permitted but commanded even to the An- 


* 


gels; let all the Angels of God worſhip him. pſal. xcvi. 
Heb. 1. 6. 
Letter to 
the Biſhop 
of 
P- 9, 10. 


Fe? 
r all. The Addition of, :e/peciely while 
v1 © be miniſters-$0 the; 0 of Eb rent bad 
© heavenly, Fat her, (which moſt certainlythe 
always docyg;tho; die ig ſeems, ta imply 
that ſonagtimes he doth not. ſo) is not gi: 
ven a8 The Reaſon of his his Irreſiſtibility 3 
but rhe Foundation. of. it is t being Lord 
H alli that, is, God, and as, ſuch: he pes 
always do the Wilb ofohis N for they | 
„en and the ſame Will. [cre ng 
die But I muſt not let .paſs, — bra obſer; 
ung how. unfairly yqu have tranſlated this 
ry * ue in Clemens Ale xandrinus, as: will - x 
OA 434 Pear by:the; true rendring: of it, vix. 
a. 0%) Neither can He (the Son Jack be 
— * pbſerufted by any other; being Herd of all, 
1 and chieſn on moit of all, mf perfelin mi 
niftring to che Moe aber good and be 6 aveny 
ae 731 1 inne 2d bod io g 
| And — very frm cg he ix aid to 
| be (*) bepotten without; Beginnings, which 
fully deantes/| his intimate Union-2977þ the | 
Faiber, and;conſequent]y:that- he .willgot, + 
cannat ever be obſtructedihby him; fox, as. 1 
| fd, they have one and the ſame Will. 4 
3. In another of the Quotations tis ſaid 
7. © That be Sos is-deriv 4 from thr Hub ſtance 
: f e 2 3 — 3 — 
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ofthe. Faber g and yet there is added, 
Krhat he is a made God, create hy the Ha- 
her. How are: theſe conſiſtent à Fon f 
the: Subſtance of the, Father | be; unereated, 
(whatever is of that Subſtance muſt; be o 
too; but to be created, and yet to be of 9 
an uncreated — a created gneneited „ 
18 Contradictions nnn hh ent | 
|, ea Tpreſoma pn do agrees hät enn Lon! 
Jeſug was a true; proper, and meritorious, 
.exptdtory: Sacrifice, and made full Satisfa- 
ction to the Juſtice of his Father for the 
Sims. of Mankind, according to this nel 
Covenant of Grace. I ask then, How dan 
e (as you aſſert him to be) have 
ſuch a Degree of Merit, as to deſerve the 
Pardon of: other . Men's Sins. Can any 
Creature do more than what is his Duty to 
do. And the greater the Perfections are, 

With which any Creature is endued in the 

Ame: Proportion the greater is his 
too, ſo that her can have no Merit 2 Andi it 

may be truly faid of the higheſt ereated 
Beings, as our: Saviour teaches us to ſay, 
that we are unfrofitable Servants; and add 
| — to the eſſential Glory of God, who | 

was infinitely happy before there Were any 

— — Beings, and n not the Service 
of any Or ; Wu ien 
If you will ſay, earAinighty God was 
pleated nevertheleſs to acceptithis Sacrifice, 
1 -youw may better. ſay, that W 


l * 1 mig! 
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might have pardon d us without any Sacri- 
ſice to his Juſtice for our Sins, and with the 
Saciniant deny the Merit and Satisfaction 
of Chriſt; and then, I am afraid, I ma 
2 ſay (as St. Paul ſays, if Chrift be not riſen) 
1 * our Faith is 'vain, we are yet in our Sins, . 
| But again; if he be a Creature, the Saci- 
nians ſeem to be in the right: For tis hard 
to reconcile to the Juſtice of God the lay- 
ing upon an innocent Perſon , an onlx be- 


9 7 


gotten Son, in whom he was well pleas d, 


the Sins and the Iniquities of us all, and the 
Puniſhment of them too; nay, tho his vo- 
Jantary Undertaking of this for us, and his 
coming into the World for this Purpoſe, 
may, in ſome Sort, anſwer the Objection 
to the Juſtice of God, yet it may be too 
reat a Preſumption in a Creature, to oſler 
himſelf as a Satisfaction to the Juſtice of 
God againſt us Sinners, becauſe it implies 
ſuch an Opinion of his own Merit, as 
would not become a Creature, who (as I 
ſaid before) can have none. 1 

| 5. By your Quotation out of Freneus you 
P. 35 agree, that Gen. 1.26, Let us make Man 
after our Image, was ſpoken to the Son and 
Holy Ghoſt; which is one of the Texts 
which have been urg d for the Proof of the 
Trinity: But if the Son be a Creature, and 
the Holy Ghoſt the Creature of that Crea- 
ture, how ſtrange would it be, and unbe- 
coming the Majeſty of the Mighty Ge 
bY " Wno 


L131 

( who-hath ſpoken and called the World Pſal. l. N 
from the riſmg of the Sun unto the going 
down thereof) to tabe Counſel ,. as you ex- P. 12 
preſs it out of Hermas, of his Creatures, in 

the glorious Work of the Creation; which, 
was a full Evidence to the Heathen of bis Rom.i. 26; 
eternal Power and Godhead. Who hath been , zi. 
his Counſellor, faith St. Paul 2 Or being his 34. 
Counſellor, bath taupht him, faith Iſaiah > Ia. xl. 13. 
Somewhere I have read of a Philoſo- 
pher, who, reading the firſt Chapter of Ge- 
nefis, was in Admiration of it, faying, It 
was the nobleſt and moſt proper Account, 
and beſt ſuited to the Majeſty and Om- 
nipotence of the ſupreme God ; that (to 
uſe the Pſalmiſts Expreſſion) could form 

the Heavens by bis Word , and all the Hoſt pl. xxxii. 
of them by the Breath of his Mouth. Thus 3. 
much the Light of Nature and common 
Senſe could teach : And has Revelation ex- 
tinguiſn d this Light 2 No ſure; for whom, , .. 
they not knowing worſbipp'd , this has de- n. 
clard to us: We do not doubt but that all a& xvii. 
Things were made by the Word ; but then john i. 
we fay too, that therefore the Word was v. 1, 2 
God : For He, that built all Things, is God, Heb. ii. : 
This Doctrine anſwers all Difficulties , and 

tis much eaſier to believe a Myſtery, which 

has been reveald by the Spirit of Truth, 

tho it ſurpaſſes our Comprehenſion, than 
to reconcile to pur Underſtanding, common 

Senſe , and the Light of Nature, * 2 
"++ R Crea - 


16, n. Authors, das. Tou Cite ben 


8 taz 
# > exeatüre can be omni Arsen 
P. 13, Ls God, of was made God, 5 45 you and your 
rt) by that 
IIa. xliv. 8. God; "Who lays, „I tbere 2650 bs me? 
xlv. 22. Te; there's no God, I łnom not an. 
er . e Af the Holy Choſt be the Creature of 

Jeſus Chriſt, as you aſſert; and if Jeſus 
Chriſt took the Manhood into God, nb) we 
1 y or into that Excellent Being made by 5 
God, as you fay ; for 1 preſame We b6th 

e he was truly Man, and that all t. 

r he Was upon Earth One Perſon; how: 
is ir reconcileable' to common Senſe, that 
the Creature ſhould form any Part f him, 
* whom he himſelf Was created 7 For rhe 

Holy Ghoſt overſhadow'd* the Bleſſed Vir- 
rue. gin, and that, which) was bonbeib'd in her, 
Matt. i. 20 ppg f the Holy Ghoſt;*" Did" he, who at 

firſt made Man, and could raiſe his own Bo- 
dy from the dead, want the Help of his 
1 FExeature to form 2 Body for himſeif in the 
Joh .o-- Virgin's Womb? Again it is ſaid, God 2. 
veth not the Spirit y Meaſure to bini; Bid 
he Want his ow Creature to aſſiſt Bit in 
* miraculous Works here on Earth 2 Could 
he make him, and yet not have him with- 
out” the ſpecial Gift of God? Could he ſend 
him to his Diſeiples Cas he ſays, I end 
John xvi. Him to one)! and could? he not take him to 
7. himſelf.” But the Beljef of Three Perſons 
in the Godhead ( tho che Seriptures men: 
tion chem as the Creator, the Rede mer, 
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and the Sanctiſier of Mankind) free us from 

the incohſiſtent Nifficulties of your Scheme, 

becauſe they concur as one God, in the 
Creation of the World, and; the Redempti- 
on of Mankind. We Vit ot! 15 3115 

Tlieſe Things may be ſafcient to ſhew, 
how much aner and ſafer, it is for us not. 
to exereiſe our ſelves in Things roù hig and eg ena 
,coonderfir! foiritus, nor to ſee Things too Ecclaxi. 
hard for un, leaning. te dur omi Under fm n 

flanding. „ leſi we be wiſe in aur aw Cont 25. . 


7 and incur the Cenſure, uhich one pf C. 


an after God's own Heart, and another 1 . 
the Wiſeſt Man, have fix d upon ſuch bold; 2 


7 An 8 


Attempts: * | Eu ihr 6 596977 itt 
N I to be the more 8 
Duty, by conſidering the Conſequences 
which ſuch Dactrines have had, and wy 
ſtill have upon the Minds of Men For, 

n Bragg) k 11 70 Dl bn 
I Lam confident. thasrehs Doctrine e 
Arins;:which ſpread: it ſelf. ſo largely 
chieffy in Aſia antl Africa, may be truly ſaid 
to have laid tlie Foundation fo amn. 
niſm, which: that Impoſtor tile: upon it: 
For when that Heretick: Arim had aſſerted 
thei Unity ofthe Godheac in ſuch Terms; 
as to exclude the Son and! Holy Ghoſt; 
making our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ta be no more 
than a Creature, Which any Prophet is, 
tho: one be ſupposd the: older. and more 
os U- ite became 7 
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eaſy for Mabomet to perſuade the Minds of 
Men, fo prepar d, to receive his Doctrine, 
(which in great meaſure agreed with that of 
Arrius) and himſelf as a Prophet, wind 
ſhew d them ſtill 2 more excellent Way: 
And it was a juſt Judgment from Heaven 
x Thel. ii. o ſend them a ſirong Deluſion, that they 
11, 12. ſhould believe a Lye, becauſe they received 
not the Love of the Trath; or rather, 
oben they had receivd it, put from them 
'  . the Word of God, and by fo cog had 
Ad xi. Jude d themſelves unworthy of everlaſting 


2. It muſt alſo have as ill an Effect upon 
the Jews by hardening them in their Infi- 
delity and Blaſphemy : For as the Crucifrxion 

1 Cor; Of Chriſt was ar firſt à Stumbling-block to 
them, who had heard out of their Law, 
and expected that their Meſſiab ſhould abide 
34. vr ever; ſo it muſt be no leſs a Stumbling- 
lock to be told, that their Meſſiah is a 
mere Creature, if they have an Opinion 
that he is to be the Son of God, God equal 
to God; as, I ſhall ſhew by and by, was 
the Notion and Belief of their Forefathers; 
and therefore, not This Doctrine, as you ſay, 
but Tours will appear a ſtrange Doctrine to 
the Fews ; and if Chriſt be no more than 
a Prophet, they will hardly be induced to 
| believe that he was greater than their Father 
2 riis Abraham, or than Moſer, whoſe —_ 
SEN | £ ey 


* 
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wo are, and who know that God ſpale to J ＋ 4 
b 2 on ann ob 3 OE 

*% 3} Conſider what Advantage you give . 
to the Scepticks of this Age, who deny all 
reveal d Religion: For they will think they 

have as much Right to the Light of Nature 

and common. Senſe as your ſelf; for this is 

the moſt equally divided of any Thing in 

the World, becauſe every Man thinks he 

has enough of it; tho chat very Thought 

is a full Proof that he has not ſo. Now ve- 

ry probably you may confirm them hy the 

Authorities you have ſo confidently cited, 

in the Disbelief of the Religion into which 
they Were baptiz d; becauſe all Men are 

apt to believe thoſe in the right who favour. 

their on Opinions or Wiſhes; but I cannot 

think they will be convinced by thoſe Au- 

thorities to embrace your Scheme of Reli- 

gion; and then they wil recur to the Suf- 

ficiency off their own common Senſe; and 

I hope I have ſhewn, that your Scheme 

is not to be ſupported by common 

Senſe; and I hope to ſhew, that it is 

not to be ſupported by Scripture neither; 

which is vreſted by you to a Senſe very 

different from the plain Meaning of the 

Texts themſelves, which you quote, and of | 
many other Places both of the Old and:New = ; 
Teſtament expreſly aſſerting the Doctrine, 1 Cor. xv. 
-which St. Paul and the Apoſtles ſo preach d C. 
and Jo we ſebeve; being alſurd that the 2 

2 7 C 4 World c 
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World by Wiſdom” cannot know God; that 
| is, ſo know as he is reveald to us by the 

1 cor. i. Goſpel, not in the Words which Man's Wiſ- 
„cbm teacbeth, but "whicl®the Hoh Ghoſt 
teacheth. For the natural Man receiveth 

Ver. 14. not the Things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are Fovliſbneſs to bim; neither can 

he know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually. 

I come now to your Texts and Teſti- 
monies, of which T have ſome few Things 


P.24 1. You fay; © Theſe, which you have 
© cited, are the principal Original Texts and 
kl. ag. Teſtimonies, which concern the important 
Subject before us, viz. The voluntary Gene- 
© ration and Creation of the Son of God, 
© and againſt bis Coeternity with the Father. 
And yet you have quoted but Six Texts 
out of the Bible, and Two of them are out 
of the Apocrypha , which is indeed allowd 
by'the Papi, but not by Proteſtants, as a 
ſufficient Ground for eſtabliſhing any Arti- 
65 Artic. cle of Faith. But however, theſe and the 
50 others I ſhall examine by and by. 


2. As for your Teſtimonies; I cannot 
pretend to. ſo much Learning, as to 
diſcuſs them with you, as I ought :' But I 

f. 40. am aſtoniſh'd that you have dared to ap- 
* peal to ſo many great Men of our Church, 

I © as 


J 191 


. © 4s you haue named, for the Truth and Fair- 

2 © meſs of your ( Quotations and Aſſertions « 

q For I — no Doubt, but I my ſelf ſhall be 

, able to fhew that they are neither fair nor 

And when you have made good your 

1 Claim to the Ante nicene Fathers, by con- 
futing what the Reverend Biſhop Bu has 

k publiſh'd of their Senſe, and when you or 


, any Man elſe has given a juft Anſwer to the 
excellent Tracts writ by Dr. Vaterland, in 
Vindication of Chriſt's Divinity; then, and 


5 not till then, will it be proper or decent to 
triumph as you do, That the Teſtimonies p. 38. f 
. For our Doctrine are few and uncertain; 


© and tben alſo there will be no need of thoſe 
very many and pregnant ones, which, you | 
F © ſay; are againſt it: Beſides , ſhould they 5 


prove to be ſuch as you have cited in your 
Letter to me, which it ſeems are the beſt 
3 you can produce, they will be like Arrows 
| | ſhot up towards Heaven, they will fall up- 


| on your own Head, but do your Adverſary 
; no Harm. 

Among your Teſtimonies, I find Two ta- 
ken from Jeu, who ſurely are very im- 
proper Evidences againſt the Divinity of 
| -our - Saviour,. tho' they may be very good 
' Witneſſes to prove the Divinity of the Meſ- 

fab, when they expreſly aſſert it, or ſay 
, what neceſſarily tends to it, as I hope to 


ſhew. 
79 C2 But 


L's 
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But as you ſum up your Evidence, ſo you 


alſo give me a Summary of your: Faith, as 


before · mention d; but I am ſurpria d to find 
it deduced from Authors , Who in the Pla- 
ces you cite out of them, aſſert Propoſiti- 
dns inconſiſtent toith, and rontrauicłlory to 
the ſeveral Articles of that Faith which 
you profeſs: Now either you ought to take 
all they ſay for true, which, if your Quo- 
tations were fair and juſt , is impoſſible; or 
if you take that Part only, Which you like 
beſt, then tis not upon their Authority that 
you do it; for their Authority, is as ſtrong 


for one Part as the other; but you chuſe 


vhat ſuits with your Notions . which you 
had taken up from ſome other Reaſons, per- 
aps your Light of Natute, or our com- 
mon Senſe; and the moſt, that theſe Autho- 
rities can ſignify, is to countenance” you in 

your Opinions; and yet they can be but of 
little Uſe even to this, if they be inconſi- 
-ftent with themſelves, as will appear by 


ſome Inſtances. Hs eee IND 


I. You wilt take it ill, 1f-T ſhould. not 
allow that the Teſtimonies you have quoted, 


did aſſert that the Son of God was a Ge. 


ture, made, begotten by the Willof his Fa- 
- ther, or created; ſo I need not mention 
them here: And for the preſent, till I come 
to examine them, let it be grattedl. 
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He wes à true God, or truly God. © 44. 
604 produced a Spirit like into himfelf, 19. 

+ who ſhould be endued with the. Powers 


of God The Father. r 
The Son alone- is bonovred: with rhe Pa 36. 
ternal Dignity. * 


„ Gee „„ e 
- 'You your ſelf, (elldas of 85 — ho 
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the Hebrown, of the Eternal Spirit, do 
ſay, perhaps t his Place belongs to the 
Divine Nature or "RE it felf ain 
Chriſt. . 


And you ſtile 3 our Lord nd Go 32. 


Chriſt Feſt ſus. me #16 95 


7 2 you argue out of Euſebeus, „Tbar 36. 


the Holy Ghoſt is not God, becauſe he 
did oe receive his Generation fromthe 
Tatber : The Conſequence of which 
Argument is, that Chriſt muſt le God, 

becauſe he did receive his Generation 
frm the Father. RY ene 2 T1094 


Nos 01 the Son of God' ſhould: be 
1 God, >the true God; that the Divine 
"Nature, the very paterndl Dignity ſhould 


be in him; that he ſhould have ' all the 
Powers of God the Father, and jyet be only 
a Creature, is what J cannot poſſibly under- 
eis C73 ſtand 


1 


ſtand or reconcile, but mufþleave it to your 
common Senſe. PID TENT TSR 

F. 1. A made God, as you ſtile him from Ori- 
gen; or an only begotten God, from Euſebis 

us, in the Senſe which you give it, vis. 

P. 24. the fame as created, may become the Hea- 
then Mythology and Theogony, tho the 
wiſeſt even of them contemned it: And is 
it tobe tranſplanted into Chriſtianity 2 

What you quote out of 2 of 

7. 1. Origens Opinion, ſhews plainly , that he 
| thought it very abſurd , perhaps impious. 

© For, ſays he, when Origen fays the Son is 

* 4 made God, be plainly determines, that 

be it but à created Being; and this Epi- 

* phanius jſtiy cenſures, by calling it à bold 

' © Attempt upon Gd. 

I do not pretend that all Origen's Opi- 

nions can be defended, he was a great Pla- 
ronift; and as they were ſome of the firſt 

| who embraced Chriſtianity , ſo they were 

alſo ſome of the forwardeſt to corrupt the 
Simplicity of it, by grafting into it ſome 
of their Notions, But in this Particular 

before us, tho Epiphanivs , who wrote 

above a Hundred Years after the Death of 
Origen, charges him with this Opinion, 

yet Pamphitus, who livd in or near the 

Tyme of Origen, and wrote an Apology 

for him, declares Origen's Sentiments of 

[| the Trinity as Orthodox, and in Terms 
as plain, as afterwayds the NMicene _— 
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and Athanaſius himſelf expreſs d the Do- 
ctrine which we now profeſs; and if the 
Writings of Origen were corrupted even in 
his own Time, as he himſelf complains 
they were, they might be much more fo 

alter his Death. And Pamphilus, who was Epiſt. a 
himſelf a Martyr, may juſtly be prefum'd Char. in 
to ſtate truly, as well as to know better, _— 
what the Opinions of Origen were than nex'd to 
Epiphanius, for the Reaſon I have menti- Pamphi- 
ond. Beſides, if thoſe. Tracts of Origen, tw. 78, 
which, by your Quotations out of them, | 
you acknowledge to be genuine, do furniſh 

me with Paſſages plainly and clearly ex- 
preſſing the Doctrine of the Trinity; and 
if your Quotations out of him to ſup- 
port the contrary, do not amount to it, 
or are not fairly and truly repreſented by 
you, as I hope to ſhew ; then I may con- 
clude that Origen's Opinion is more tru- 

ly ſtated by Pamphilus than by Epipha- 
nius ; and that you have very ill ſup- 
ported  Epiphanius's Charge againſt him. 


2. A Second Inſtante of the Inconſſ- 
ſtenc y of your Quotations „ and which 
indeed is a Contradiction, is, that in them 
11000 
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Was made 72 a Subſtance be⸗ 
gotten, or n made by God. 


Pr. 1 Fi He was a Sab kane, 1 


cen By the Divine ; 


U Wey. 
P. 12. wind Being, bigottin, ddt, 
_- Credbed; becauſe hs Sub 


france: is nut any Nr . 


 unbegatton. 1 


P. 22. The very We of 


cur Sanbiour was not the | 


unbegotten Subſtance. of |. | 


the Fut her, but was it | 


7 . vegotten by 125 Th 
11% Power. (215, 
5 


** * 


123 polig ſuppoſes not 


only *a Difference of the | 
Subfifences of the Fa- 


ther and the Son, but a 


Diparſity of Subſtance, an g 


Inferiority of Power, 285 
a Difference of Glory. © 


E 


#* 


P, 26, T he Father, don, and Ho- 


ly Ghoſt are Three Sub- | | 
fixhiors l 


2 


The Son of God 


Was deriv'd 3 f Subſtance | 
: * the Father. 
e 2 5 eb p 112 


* 15 N | * the FEY 
fans of. * Father. 


P. 13. God hegt 27 binſelf a 4 


WF. 


FCertain rational 
which is call d hy the: Ho- 
Spirit 7 ometumes Son, 
ſometimes God. | 
p. 26. Mr. Whiſton's «Account 
e the Notion of the An- 
_ Czents is, This Word was 
in an i Fable Manner 
Begotten or created out of 
51 (God't) Subſtance in- 


Top to areal) \ſubſefting Ter- 


2 on or Bei And, 

'P. 19 3 8 all the Pow- 
ers of God the” Father. 

P. 28. Euſebius ſays, God 

1 3 the: Mord was. alone \, 

1 ,, gotten f hin .C TF 7755 

ent of him, as is ſaid Be- 

ore, P. 26. out of his 
Subftance) by a Commu- 

Nan g from him that 


t}.  begat him, and he was 
= E — 5 
N. wi 


God of God ; 

dare the ver 
Minds of: the Nicene 
Creed. And, 

P. 16. The Eflux of the Eter- 

nal Light (that is, in the 


— 


Words” of the Nicene 


Greed, Light of Light.) 
But 


ts ————_—_—_—— — 


I =5 7] 
But I muſt obſerve, in your Quotation 
above mention cont ot Eujebius, Demonſtr. 
Evang. 1. 4. c. 15. your Tranſlation of wr 
0 N 78 Norſßoreur &, by a Communication 
from him that beægat, is not juſt and proper; 
for ĩt ought to be render d, By a Commmion; 
a Participation or raking pa t bim that 
| be gat. So yurtitye i. ale Hleb. ii. 1 
be tao part, and ſo peroy 1s — 
ſeveral Places of the Scripture; for erf ye 
is of the ſame Signification as wow, T0 
hade in common; which laſt Word is us d in 
the ſame Texts Heb. ii. 14. in the ſame 
Senſe as her is there us d; and K i 1s 
render d (oy tg Ir, Cor. X. 6. And 1 
find in my E that Aer 3m, proprie eff 
cum aliquo h and that the Latins have 
no other Word 10 expreſs it, but only by 
Harticipare, or participem eſſe: So that Com de Py 019 
munion, partaking;' or taking part of bim, is communi | 
ſomething more than 4 Communication Ron CATE is xo 
him. This laſt ſignifies, imparting to ano- — 
«ther. what was not his before: Communion e, e 
is, baving in cummon what harh Partners Commune 
haue "an: equal: Rig ht ta. The Difference — 
therefore is very et unleſs you mean 
that what was communicated from God the 
Father, Was his own Subſtance, (as you ſay 
was the Notion of the Ancients) and the 
Conſequence. of this I. have. already. ſhewn P. 26. 
to be, that he muſt be Uncreated ; and 


A then you muſt acknowledge the Words df 
Ez: 4 the 


* oo 
* ve# 
4 


(WT 
2 the Nicene Creed to be true and proper, 
that he is $podn@., of one Subſtance with 
the Father. Br FL: 3 
Do not object to me, that I am dividing 
the Divine Eſſence, and ſo making Two 
Gods: For as in the above · mention d Text, 
Heb. ii. 14. by taking part of the ſame, he 
had the whole human Nature, and was per- 
fe# Man; ſo as God, he had the whole 
| Divine Nature, the Fulneſs of the Godhead, 
| in him; and was perfe# God: and as by 
having the whole human Nature in him, 
he was not all Men, but one Man; fo by 
having the whole Divine Nature, he was 
| not all the Perſons, but one Perſon in the 
| - Holy Trinity. And this is the Language of 
Tertullian, as alſo of Euſebius, Origen, &c. 
| as J ſhall herein after mention) Three Per. 
| not by Section or Separation of the 
| Divine Eſſence, but in Rank and Order ac- 
| cording to the Divine @y9romtar, Wy 
| And this is ſuch a Myſtery, that Euſebius 
{ Eccl.Hiſt. ſays, () that no Words can be found ſuf, 
1 fjejent to expreſs the Generation and Dig- 
| 
| 


, nity, the Eſſence and Nature of Chriſt. 
> L. And Origen ſpeaks to the ſame effect: ( 
g There are ſome things, whoſe Signification no 


i ITY 


——— 


g 


| rent puts To J fly, aus r dcs Th 45 ect 3 
GL do &775 &v PT, „ au α , Jed an. % 
() Sunt quædam quorum fignificationem proprie nullus 


| an poxeſt humane linguz ſermonibus explicare, 
| Man 


) 


) 
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Man <a properly explain by any Words of 
human 


ENgUage + For, as he ſays, God pamph. 


only ot Fete Son, 75 Holy Gboft, bath the apol. 


e of bimſelf! I have.ventured to / 75" 
quate thus Book of Origen, becauſe Euſebius 
has ſaid the ſame; and fo does the Scripture. 
too: For no. Man knoweth the Son, but the * x 
Father ; neither knoweth any Man the Father, 
ſave the Son. Which Text is frequently 
op d by the An cignt Fathers, to denote 
Incomprehenſibility of the Divine Na- 

ture of Chriſt; and ſo it is ſaid of the Nord 

of God, Rev. xix. 12. He had a Name writ- 


ren, chat dene know the be bimſelf.. 


And therefore I may mueh more expect 
from your Juſtice ſuch a Conſtruction of my 
Expreſſions in this Letter, as is ſuitable to 
the Faith for which Iam pleading. 

1 proceed to the particular Examination 


of your Teſtimonies, ( thoſe, I mean, which 


are taken out of fuch Books as I have in 
my Library) and ſhall ſhew, that your 
Quorations are neither fair nor true; and 
ſhall follow the Order in which you have 


placed them in your Letter, when I have 


made ſome further Obſervations upon 
your Quotation above mention d out of Eu- Penn 


| ſel bius A a 8 Evang. 


1. 4. 6.15 


005 Solus 6 enim be pare Fil, & Spiritus Sandtus 
ful {i tever l Sp | 


Which 


1281 


1 1 = ns 
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Lo . Which you. render, p. . 


by 17 Go 15% Nord was lows ( Yo the Mord! having 
begotten of his by a Com- | participated l Dries. 

| ymnication from him that to 5 
E bim, who was the | ternal Frag gramay i 75 


begotten, the firſt nd ing alone b egotten: o jo 5 


21e 


rater Bei by Farticipatian, 
1 Be . Adeclar 4651 "of tak: 2 Furt of gl 
God, and call d; the * 1 4 bim, wü wan the 
and the e *' 4:þ Unbegotten, and the Firſt, 
7 4 22 7 fe - bet 
2 2 11. — hy + 75 fefted to I 2 
Seth A ad, was bal 
N * NS dd eee «DULL Po | 


The Differegee beigen dete Te Tran- 
Dations is obvious; and What L. ſhall ob- 
ſerve upon this Paſſage, will: ſhed ko. very 


unjuſt and an Yap! have beep in, repre⸗ 
an It. Den aft 62 580 1 


by 8 at > 0 * * & 4 28 
Ko 


0 10 


7 'You "IRE da the firſt . of -i 4 


1 it was the proper Introduction to the 
Concluſion. of it; and -indeed the -Reaſor 
Why the Word of God: was call d. Ohriſt and 
the Anointed, vig. becauſe he ner 
with the Divine, Incommumnicable, Pater- 
Neem 1 nal Fragroney; but this dig not ſuit With 
No, {Jour Doctrine, being too ſtrong an. Aſſer 


_ IE ET EEE SEC 
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02 Tic Dach E Fs Sg. A Sue lie- 
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Hl 5 tion 
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OS] 
- thi of his Divinity ;-fo rf! head all the 
Dzvine;\ the very weed Attributes :of 


God;"{;ncommuicable to all Creatures, then 
ſurel y he is not a Cntature, for it will be 


9 aſſert it e muſt 17 
God. 12 0 10 

ee £07 11 51019190 Dri 

a. Thave before RY d 23 Teanflatioh 
of Hf by 4. Commitnication 3'T now add, 
Why do you tranſlate aemxB 9e 
by A Communication from him thatibegat ? 
For- If, Grammar will not bear /it; and 


vy Neither Will good Senſe: For ſuppo- 


ſing Communieation were a proßer Signift- 
cation of «774, there muſt bea Commu- 
meation: of: ſomething as well as a [Perſon 
from mhom the 8 isn made: 
but im your Tranſlation nothing is ſaid to 
he LOMTMBICATHN hut in Euſebius this Com- 
municition-.1s:of” him that begat: And tliis 
Was vary -proper ta what follows it. A For, 
A K gere ch 2231 bbs 
3. Your have leſt out the word: Aid, 
which ſhould have ꝓfeceded hy:#\Commmu- 


nirat ion and inſerted; before, Heimas! der 
clared God, that your Reader tnight:thifik 


che was(begor; hy a Communication from 
him, pf ſame Created Subſtance; d you-fay 
uu ur Letter 3 and that Euſebius in this 
Palas. your qqnoting it, fupported _ 


tho it be true, that M is the only. Wege en 


W0Y 


; 
q 
11 
1 
I 
11 
[ 
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Ten cited by you out of the We 
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Son of God, becauſe he partakes of hich 
that begat fim; yet the Intent of Enfebites 


in this Place was not to prove that Propo- 


ſition, but to give 2 Reaſon why and how 


he was God of God, vis. by a Participa· 
tion of God. 


And therefore if you would allow Euſe- 
bius to ſpeak for himſelf, and his on Senſe, 
it is plainly this: That God the Mord is 
the only begotten of the Father; that he is 
truly God; for he:partakes of him, and his 
Divine Nature and Eſſence, and becauſe he 
is anointed with all the Divine, Incommu- 
nicable, Paternal Attributes, he 18 fiir d 
Chriſt, and'the Anointed. | 

And tho he that begat, is ſaid to be che 
Firſt and the Greater; yet this muſt be un- 


derſtood, as others, who have us d the like 


Expreſſions, have explain d them, vis. in 
Rank' and Order, not in State and Dignizy; 

and Euſebius, in this very Place, goes on 
and cites the 45th Pſalm, ver. 6, 7. Thy 
Throne, O 0 Gd is for ever and euer, &c. 
as St. Paul had le it, Heb. i. and a 
little after ſtiles him () Copartner in (The 
Throne with the God over all. 

What I have to fay to- your Quotation 
out of Fuſtin, that Chriſt is the Firſt· born, 
will be more proper when I come to the 
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| 3 Two. firſt Quotations ont of his P. 133 


with Trypho. are right; only your 
av tion of ges ator, before the World, 
(which is indeed equivalent to the literal 


rendring, before the Ages) will not war- 


rant what you mean by it, as if there were 
a Time when he was not, as will appear in 
the Sequel of this Letter, and indeed in 
this very Paſſage : For when Tryphe, had 


ſumm d up Juſtins Aſſertion, p. 267. which 


he had been proving, vis. That Cbriſt be- 
ing God præexiſted before all Ages, was be- 


ors and made Man; he adds, (.) This 


not only a Paradox, but is alſo fooliſh. 
Which ſhews how he underſtood: Fruſiin, vis. 
that he was truly God in the higheſt Senſe; 
for otherwiſe, a Few, who believ'd- that 
Angels had been often ſent and appeard in 
human Shape, would never have call d it a 
Paradox an Folly to aſſert, that a Creature, 
tho' never ſo excellent, ſhould come into 
the World. 


Your Third Quotation, Who: Was G04 be- Dial. 
fore the World was made, muſt be readily 7 . 


agreed to, and twill by no means be ſub⸗ 
ſervient to your Purpoſe. 7 
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P. 25. 


13 
e JFuſtin was proving, that One of the Tliree 
1 appear to Abraham, and was: calld 
and written in Scripture” to be God, and 
was God before the World was madejc! [was 
another Perſon different from him i who 
made all things ; I mean;>fays: he; in Num- 
ber, not in Will. And then he proceeds to 
ſeveral ſuch other Proofs of rhis Doctrine 
out of the Scriptures. ell! 
Here I-muſt not let lip this Gn 
to take notice of your very confident Aller- 
tion, That the Ancient Chriſtians eor al- 
0 loud, that the Expreſſions: in the Old 
Teſtament whenever there was a viſible 
* Perſen appear d, mere ſpoken by the San, 
' © asthe Image of the Truifeble God, or as 
<© repreſenting and perſonating bis Father; as 
© his" Miniſter: and Viceperent ; and that 
they never look'd upon them a5 true in the 

25 hig heſi Senſe of the Son. The contra 
4s moſt plain by the Iaſtances in Juſtin, 
who draws the ſame Conſequences from 
them, as do now the Moderns. And Dr. 
es New Heinmond. fays, That twnus the general Opi- 
3 nion of the Ancient Fathers of the Church, 
P- 32% that he, who appear d off. old to the Parri- 
_archs, was not the Firſt, but the Second Per- 


"ſon i in the Trinity, and that theſe his Ap- 


"Pearances- were Præludia Incarnationis. 


adv. Ju- „OU. And T Tertullian ys 'twas the” Son "of 


dxos, C. 2 


p. 142. 


T n 
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God who ſpo ke to Moſes. And Enſebins ſays Rock Hiſt, 


expreſsly, 0 n) it was Chriſt who appear d 


to Abrabam; and he ſtiles him God, and 


that Abrabam worſhipp d him as God: And 
adds, That it was impious to Jay that theſe 


Appearances of God were on * of ——_ 


re Miniſters of God. 
Excuſe this Digreſſion; and I return to 


your Quotation out of Tuſtin, taken from P. 133 


5. 284, 285. And I ask, 

Why did you ſtop ſo unfairly by drawing 
a Line — after theſe Words, Begotten vo- 
lunt arily ( by the Will) of the Father ; for 


the very next Words are, () Bur not fr ich 


as we ſee begotten among us: And then he 
goes on to illuſtrate the Generation of the 
Son of God by the Similitude of a Word 
ſpoken by us, and of a Fire kindled by 
another Fire, which is not leſſen d by that 
which was kindled by it, but remains ftill 
the ſame. _(*) To me, ſays. he, will bear 


© *bitneſs' the Word of Wi 2 himſelf be- 


3 ing that God A mT of; * min oP all | 
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D things, 


_ 


e chings, and being the Word, and Wiſdom, 
and Power, and Glory of. bien that begat 
* him, as Solomon ſays. And here is inſert- 
ed a great Part of the 8th Chapter of Pro- 
verbs, as a Proof of what Fuftin had ſaid; 
and then, as a further Proof, he quotes the 
1ſt of Geneſis, Let us make. Man, &c. 
which, he fays, was ſpoken at leaſt. to the 
Son of God, (as Origen does alſo in his 
Comment on St. Fobn, I. 5. p. 257.) and 
makes it an Evidence of his Divinity, and 
expoſes the abſurd Anſwers, of the Jews ; 
| _ then adds the other Text, Man is be- 
come like one of us, as full Proof of the 
Son's Divinity, ſaying, () Does not the 
Saying, Like one of us, denote at leaſt Two 
who ſiubbſi ed tagetber with each at her? 
And can the Dattors oem it was. ſpoken io 
Augels, and ſo make Mays 1555 the Mae. 
aun of Angels? Alb | 


Then follows the a, Part t of. the 3 
ration, which you have rendred very diffe- 
rently from the Original, as will appear by 
comparing them. 8 
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© But the Production 
© which really proceeded 
© from thz Father before 
© al Creatures, was with 
© the Father, and to him 


4 


m the GEEK. 


Aid the Father ſpeak, as 


© the Word declares by So- 


() But indeed this Be- 
gotten f the Father was 
with the Father before all 
his Works, and with. hin: 
| the Father conferr'd, as 
the Word by Solonſon bas 
declar d; For that he him- 


, 
7 
t- 
J- 
; 
© 
E 
8 
d 
4 
; 
- 


© lomon 5; For in the Be- /e was begotten by God, 
© ginning, before all Crea- both.the Principle, before 
© tures,this very Offspring all his Mork, and bis 
© was. produced by God, Offspring, which is by 


© which by Solomon zs fil d Solomon call d Wiſdom. 


«© Wi dom. Rs ane i 1. 
Be 10 this very ill Tranſla- 
tion you add "your own | 

worſe Comment. [ Allu j 
ding to Prov, viii. 22. Cc. 
where tis ſaid, God crea- 
ted Wiſdom the Beginning 
of his Ways for his Works. ] 


—_—_— 
2 


Juſtin does indeed quote the 8th of the 
Proverbs; as I have before obſerv d; but 


tis to prove the direct contrary, botli of 
what by your Tranſlation you wiſh him to 


ſay, and of your Conſtruction of the 8th 


of the Proverhs; and therefore you uſe him 
and your Reader very hardly, to ſay, he al- 
ludes to this Chapter for the Support of both. 


1— — 4 
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And you 1 taken great Liberty in 
tranffating «2, (not af mA) In the Begin- 
ning, for tis turning the Nominatriue into 
the Darive Caſ. | 

I think it is plain, by the whole Tenor 
of Fuſtin's Diſcourſe, that it is ſo far from 
countenancing your Opinion, that it over- 


_ throws it; and therefore J fhall make no 


further Commeht upon it, but what Try- 
pho's. Anſwer, which you quote, gives. me 
Occafion to do: He ſays, Let him be own d 
by poi, as Lord,” Chriſt: and God, as the 
Scriptures declare: But for us, who are the 
Worhippers of that God, who made him, 
we ſtand in no need of ſuch a Confeſſion, 


or ſuch a Worſhip. 


From this Paſſage it is plain that Trypho 
acknowledges that the Scriptures. declare 
Chriſt to be Lord and God ; and tho' he 
ſays, p. 289. () that he was aftoniſhd with 
the many Texts cited by Juſtin, and parti- 
cularly knew not what to ſay to that of 
Iſaiabh, I am God, and will not give my 
Glory to another ; yet, with the Obſtinacy 
of a ty he ſtill ſtiles him a made God, 
(and thus far you tread his Steps, tho tis 
an odd Sort of Ne that is learn d 


„ mo 
7 [WI 


— 


i 9 * — 1 10 0 arc Tv gad „ dereegug. & an 87 7 N os 
fed P Aa ny Lon Ho alas a7 nv 6 JE Werbe ere re 
Ts Seay ers MY ef & e- i 900 we” 6 wy 7870 4 
W 7 od San ws fe & Wh Mc. 


BR ä 


[ 37 ] 
from a Jeu.) But then his Objection to 


this Notion is ſurely very juſt, That they, 
who worſhip the God that made him, have 


no Need of ſuch a God, or ſuch a Worſhip ; 


and it is incumbent on you, ho proleſs 
this Doctrine, to give ſome Anſwer to it; 
for till you do, the Fewws are not like to be 
your Proſelytes, tho you boaſt againſt 8, 


that tis our Doctrine Which Sies them Of: P. 3e. 


fence. 

i proceed. to your. other Teſtimonies, 
which you repreſent ſo partially, and in 
ſuch a manner, as, by the like Method, a 
Man may prove, even out of the Scriptures, 
Wy the moſt abſurd and impious No- 
tion. 


In your Quotation out of Athenagoras, P. 15. 


in which the Son is ſaid to be the Firſt. Pro- 
duction of the Father, not. as a Being made; . 
you add of your own, (for tis not in the 
Book) out of nothing. Thus you quality 


a plain and abſolute Propoſition of your 


Author; and to refute his poſitive Aſſertion, 
that the Son was not 4 Being made, you 


would have him underſtood to mean, by 


impoſing upon him your Senſe, not made 
of Nothing, leaving your Reader to chuſe 
Which of the contradictory Propoſitions 
( which I have before taken notice of) he 
pleaſes, as to the Subſtance of which he 


was made, provided he will agree with 


you that he was made. 
D 3 = _ 


* 


. 


P. 26. 


P. 16. 


|| FE 

Thus you treat Jrenæus alſo, for you own 
that he fays Chriſt was God's Erernal Word, 
unmade; and yet you ſuppoſe his Meaning 
alſo to be, not made out of Nothing. 'Tre- 
neus ſurther ſays, that he always coexified 
wit h the Father, and was ever with him: 
To which your Anſwer is very pretty, vi. 
and he avoided' ſaying, that God" created 
him, Pray how was it poſſible for him to 
ſay this laſt, after he had ſaid the firſt; 
Eternal, Unmade, and yet Created, could 
be ſaid by none, who knew what a Contra- 
diction was; and only by one, who could 
have a Notion of a made God. 

Lou quote out of Tertullian, What | 

© other Chara@eriflick is there of God than 
8 © Drepnity. J agree, that without it he 
would not be God ; and therefore all your 
Quotations, and your own Aſſertions, that 


our Saviour is God, are vain, and ſerve on- 


ly to amuſe or abuſe the World, if you do 
not believe him to be Eternal. 
But to return to At banagorar. 
Perhaps i it may be too nice an Objection 
to your Tranſlation of 5: urtp&0At se we, 
ont of your Depth of underſtanding, to tell 
you that d is Exceſs, and may be 


not à Compliment, but a Reproof of their 


Curioſity in deſiring to pry into Myſteries 
unfathomable. N let this pals.” 


£447 


0 why : 


I'm) 


() Why did you omit what immediately 
receded your Quotation, vis. * The Father 
Loh the Son being. One; the Son being i in 

0 tbe: Father, and the Father in the Son, in 

_ © Unity and Power of the Spirit; the Son of 
God is the Mind, or Wi Yoon, or Word of 

© the Father. 


And immediately after your Quoration 
follows:: 

Aud we ſay that cha Hol Ghoſt 7 
ing in the Prophets, is the Eflux of God 

l Howing from and reflected back to him, 

as the Rays of the Sun: Who then would 

< not wonder, that 2 hear tbem call d 

© Atheiſts, nvho acknowledse God the Fa- 
© ther, God the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 

© ſhewing both their power in Unity, =... 2 1 
© their Diſtinction in Order? = 
_ Surely Athenaporas is a Chriſtian Writer 

before the Days of Athanaſius, and does 

here aſſert the Three Perſons to be One 

God; and yet in your Letter to the Biſhop p. 19. 

of London, you challenge any Man to pro- 

duce-one that does ſo; And 1 obſerve, that 

you there allow Tercullian does * but you 
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. therefore doubt whether he may be cail'd a 
Catholick Writer, and that this is contrary 

to his own uſual Way of ſpeaking: Why 

then do you quote him in your Letter to 
me, if he be not of good Authority? Why 
do you not produce ſuch Paſſages out of 
him, as are according to his uſual Way of 
ſpeaking 2 Thoſe which you have inſtanced 
in, are neither fairly nor truly ſtated by 
vou; nay, what he does ſay. in thoſe Places 
is direFly and.expreſsly againſt you, as T 
F enen won rage ? 
At the End of your firſt. Quotation out 


P. 15. 4 
Fe of Tertullian, adv. Prax. F. 5. vou put, 
Oc. For before all things God was alone, 


Now this Sc. is the moſt extraordinary 
and unfair that ever I met with, as Man- 
kind will judge by the Words immediately 
following, and to which our c. relates. 
Jod was alone () But therefore alone, 
© becauſe there is no extrinſical Thing beides 
* him; but indeed not even then alone, fur 
£ be had with him his Reaſon; | This the 
- ATreeks cali Logas ͥ - 
| _ Your Second Quotation out of Tertullian 
I may take notice of, when I come to your 
Texts of Scripture, % eee e le 
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( Solus autem quia nihil aliud extrinſicus præter illum, ? 
cæterùm ne tune quidem ſolus, habebat enim ſecum ratio- 


In 


L471. 
In your Third Quotation, why did yeu P. 1 
not proceed, but ſtop at the Words, 
The Lord created ne the Beginning of bis 
Mays; for immediately he adds, that be 
was begotten; and thereupon: fays, 9 
Hence making: hm equal to himſelf by 
ep orch ng from whom he is made the Son: 
The Firſt begorten,.as being begotten before 
* all, things; and the Only ID, as 
alone hegotten out of God. ; j 
Buy this tis plain, that he, as 9 as [ 
Jun, did not conſtrue the Text in the 
Proverbs as you do; for hom could a crea- 
ted Being be equal to God himſelf? And if 
Begotten and Created be the ſame thing, as 
you ſay, how could he be ſaid to be the 
only begotten, as alone begotten 2 for then 
he muſt be not only the Beginning of his 
Creatures, but the only Creature. 
The laſt Quotation out of Tertullian mk P. 16, 
; He begat me before the Hills. This you 
mean as a Proof, that fie Son of God 1 is a 
Creature. 1 
But why ſhould you — any e Con- 
ruddion- upon theſe Words of Tertullian, 
when apply d to the Son, than you will do 
upon the ſame in Pſalm xc. 2. from whence 
they are taken, and where MEM, are apply d 
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to the Father, as God from Everlaſting to 

Everlaſting ; and that Tertullian ſo meant 

them; and to expreſs, as well as we are 

able, what is inconceivable, ( and which no 

Words can expreſs, as Euſebius and Origen 

declare) vis. the Eternal Generation of 

the Son of God; he adds in the Words of 
the Scripture, The Son is the Word, and 
the Word is God, and I and my Father are 
one: So that I may ſay to you, as he con- 
cludes this Paſſage to Hermogenes, F. 19. 
© But he tale: Occaſion from ſome Words, as 
i the manner of ain to di Hort plain 
©" aud n ple things. 

And that this is cunalily Tertullian's 
0 pinion, will be manifeſt by another Paſ- 
Apolog. lage e, vis. ([) (We have learnt, that be 
ws, ear. Chriſt) proceeded out of God, and by III 

© that Prolation was begotten, mr hd FJ 

e ſaid to be the Son of. God, and God MW : 
* from the Unity of Subſtance. And then 

| he illuſtrates it by the Sun and its Rays, de 

and ſays, The Subſtance is not ſeparated, an 

© but extended; and then repeats, Whar M 

© proceeds from God, is _, and the ow of BY 
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6 God TO bob « are one; in 
, So RIA - 4 AS |; 1 | an 
be ) Hunc ex Deo prolatum didicimus & prolatione gene. 1 
ratum & idcircs filium Dei & Deum d ictum ex unitate ſub- . 
ſtantiæ etiam rad ius ex ſole porrigitur, portio ex ſum- ky 
ma ſed ſol erit in rad io quia ſolis eſt radius, nec ſeperatur 1 
fubſtantia ſed extend itur, quod de Deo Profectum eſt Deus 18 
eſt, & Dei Filius, & unus ambo. j 15 
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1 come now to your Teſtimonies out ond 
Origen. © 
The firſt is taken out of Origen contra P. 16. 
9 p. 238. 

© They are Muminoted by that Wiſtdom, 

© which 1 i the Effiux C or Splenuon. 9 = the 
Eternal Light. © 

They, who! 2 1 onck you were aſkain'd to 
ell me. For this is 4 very extraordinary 
Paſſage, and I wonder you would quote it; 
for as great Skill and Delight as you have 
in Aſtronomy, I did not imagine you would 
give any Countenance to the Opinion of 
Origen, which introduces it; for he ſays, 
( ) © The Stars in Heaven are Rational Ani- 

* mals, and good, and (thus far of this Paſ- 
ſage you omit, and then put &. and begin 
They) were enlighten'd with the Light of 
Knowledge by Wiſdom, which is the Lat 
F the Eternal Light. 

This Notion he had from Ran wb in- 
deed carry d it a little further, ( in his r2th 
and 13th Books de Leg.) making the Sun, 
Moon and Stars not only endued with Rea- © 
fon, but even to. be Gods. And if Origen, 
in ſome of his Writings, has tranſplanted 
any more of Plates Notions into Divinity, | 
it is no Wonder; tor he was ſo goof a Pro- 
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Reieut in that Philoſophy, that when her 

came into the School of Plotinus, he was 
oller d his Desk, as one fitter to read Le. Iro 
ctures there, . to be an Auditor o 
n * 

But (to ſay no more of this wild Notion) fe 

this Paſſage will not ſupport your Opinion, . 

that the Son of God is a Creature: On the 5 
contrary, this Expreſſion, the Efflux. of of tha 
Eternal Light, is us d by ſeveral of the 
Authors to whom you have referr d me, to, 
denote his Identity in Eſſence with the Fa- III 

Adv. Gen- ther: So Tertullian compares his Generation 
tes, c. 21» 20 the Ray of the Sun, which is ſpot forth 
from the Sun; but. the Stn: is. in that Ray, 
Por it is a Ray of it, &c. And Origen here 
a little after explains. himſelf to the ſame 
Purpoſe by cifing: St. John, (®) God is 
Light ; the Son of God is the true Light 
that lightneth every Man that cometh into 
the World. And he himſelf ſays, I am the 
Light. f the World. And that he means 
J Comment. the Divinity of our Saviour, is plain by his 
hy 7 citing this and other Texts expreſsly to 1 

9 j- . it: 1405 Jam the e Light 5 Fe * orld. 3, 
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Jam Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and 
be End, the Firſt and the Laff. Andd in- 
oduces [them with: ſaying, © The greateſt. 
and moſt perfect Accounts of Jeſus were 
reſerd d for him, "who lay in bis Boſom; 


on) if fer none (of the Evangeliſt ) has ſo purely 
15 and clearly man feſted his lng as 
tne 


St. J ohn. 
{Your Second penetided out of Orig en P. 17. 
ontra Celſum, I. 5. p. 257. ends thus: The 
zacred Oracles own him to be ancienteſt of 
1 Creatures. 

What Origen muſt 'mean by the firſt Part 
Lp this Paſſage, the Son of God, the Firſt- min ili. 
horn f every Creature; and the Concluſion, EY 
be ancienteſt of all Creatures, will be beſt 
xplain'd by what he himſelf ſays in another contra 
Jace, where after he had quoted the Text * 
a St. Matth. xi. 17. () NG Man knoweth ” © 
10 be Son, but the Father, Oc. he adds, For 
he be Utiniade and Firſt-born f all created 
ans Larure, none can know according to his Dig- 
his ſity; ar the Father does, who be gat him, 
to Wor che Father ſo: as the Living Word and 
id. ¶ is Wiſdom and Truth. 
— & What I have to fay to that m 
be Firſi-born, &c. I sere * I come to 
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the Text in the Coloſſians; but at preſent 


muſt obſerve, that your Senſe of Firſt- Borg 
and the ancienteſt of all Creatures,” canng 
poſſibly conſiſt with what T have laſt cited 
m which the Son of God is ' expreſsly fail 
to be Unmade ( «yrilG.); an Unmade 0 
Uncreated Creature, is Nonſenſe: And i 
you will not interpret the Words you hay: 
cited by thoſe I have laſt mention d, ya 
will make Origen to aſſert Contradictions 
for Unmade and Firſt-born are join d toge 
ther. eee 
And if you would have added the very 


next Words to your Quotation, vis. (2) An 


God the Father ſaid to him, Let Us mak 
Man after Our Image and Likeneſs; Thav 


already obſerv'd, that. Juſtin makes thi 


P. 27. 


Text an Argument of the Divinity of the 
Son of God, and hope to ſhew it by othe 


Authorities when I come to it. 
Vour next Quotation is out of Oxigen. 
Comment on Pſalm i. p. 38. 
Pray to the Father the God of the Uni 
© verſe,- thro our Saviour, as High-Prief, 
© who is the Made G ↄ et 

This you have rendred very perverſiy and 
falſly; and your Reaſon for fo doing is ver] 
obvious, by comparing it with the liters 
and true Tranſlation of it, vis. 
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Pray to the Father the God of the Uni- 
verſe, (*) thro our Saviour "and. Fish. Prieſt, 
the Begotten G God. 

Vour next Quotation is allo out * the P. 17. 
fame Book, 5. 3 T. as follows: *T how art my Thic is in 
Son, this Day have I begotten thec. This eee 
t 3 to the Son of God, with whom it S. John, 
© is always to-day, for there ic no Evening % 
6 with God: I do alſo ſuppoſe, t hat neither Verſedf the 
© is, there any Morning with him; but that 24 Pialm, 
© a Time coextended with bis Unmade and “. 3*: 

c * Eternal Life i, if I may ſo ſay, that Day, 
© or to- day, with him in which the Son was 
made, the Beginning of bis Origin being 

thus not found neither of this Day. — 

This is ſo full and expreſs againſt you, 
that I wonder you ſhould quote it; but I 
perceive you have ventur d upon it, for the 


Sake of Two Words in your Tranſlation , 
Made and Origin, which in the Greek are 


r and Y,, the firſt ſigniſies wa? 
born, and the ſecond his Geniture or Nati 
vity; and both ſhould have been fo rendred; 
as moſt ſuitable and agreeable to-the Word 
Wong, I have begotten thee. 

I have now done with your e 
out of Origen, and hope I have ſufficiently 
ſhewn, that theſe your Teſtimonies (if you 
reckon them TWO the RE which 
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concern this important Queſtion, þ.2.)-are 
of little Uſe to ſupport your Opinion, that 
the Son of God is a Creature. But after all, 
J believe we ſhall both agree, that Origen 


has ſome Opinions ſo very ſtrange and he- 
terodox, that we ſhall concur in rejecting 
them; and if in this preſent Queſtion he 


Contra 
Celſ. 1.6. c 


P. 323. 


ſhould be found to have declared different 
Opinions, ſurely thoſe are to be rejected, 
which are founded on his own, ſcarce Phi- 
loſophical Notions; and, if he be of any 
Authority, what he ſays founded on the 
Scripture; which he quotes, and ſupported | 
by the concurrent Teſtimony of other Great 
and Holy Fathers interpreting thoſe Texts, 
and applying them to the Divinity of the 
Son of: God, ought in reaſon to be preferr d 
and moſt valued : And I ſhall ſum up all in 
his own Words ; (b) © The God and Fader 

as all 3s not alone great, for he made the 

© only Begotten and Firſt born of every 
Creature Partaker of himſelf, and of his 
© Greatnels,' that he being the Image of the 
© Inviſible God ſhould keep the Image of the 
© Father even in Greatneſs ; for it vas not 
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© ad fair Imäge of the TWifible God, #1] 


8 Toſs" he +xhibired the Image alſo" of” bf hit 


© Greatneſs!' And in another place he ac- 
cordingly tiles the Son, 9 the Gorge; 'd Com. id 
God, the Word. © | 9 I's 


Surely this is more than * Mere phyſical © 
Exiftonte, As you impute'to the Ancients; 
7.14. more than that he as in 2 fubtil 

manner, virtually, potentialh, or ar Bis In- 
ks * Ferudl V J! in Dis TRENT From al Ele | 


«© nity, P. 26. 
What I have bers trünſerib d out of che 


aforeſaid Authors, and what I have dbſerv'd P. 28, Th 


upon them, methinks, may help you out 
of the Difficulty under which you labour, 
when you wy, © How 4 coftfeſſedly (Hot. 
n * ſhould" have added, neceſſaril y) deriv'd, 
© produc d, and begotten Being, an only 
© begotten Son, ſhould" be really coeternal 
© with bis" uridetiv'd;” unbegotten, and ne- 
< ceflarily exiſting Father, Author and Pro- 
ducer, I cannot * poſſbh unllerſland. 
Indeed if you meaſure rhis Myſtery by 


Hard Generations here on Earth, tis in- | 


conceivable how a Son ſhould be rebel with 
his Fat ber; it is impoſſible: But ſurely our 
ſhallow Underſtandings are not the Meaſure 
of Infinity. We'own this Myſtery is incom- 
bow groomed! and fo is the 1 b of God. 
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It is hard to conceive, how any thing can 

exiſt: without a Cauſe; and yet we believe 

God to be Self -exiſient.; And in this Caſe 

before us, I may ſay to you, (as our Saviour 

9 xi. does in another) Do you not therefore err, 

: becauſe you know, not tbe Scriptures, | neither 

wild. ix. the Power of God 2, For the Things that are 
1 in Heaven, who hath ſearched out? 

1 muſt own, that there are ſome Paſſages 

in theſe Authors, (whom, by your Quota- 

tions out of them, you have directed me 

to conſult.) which ſeem to, countenance 

your Doctrine; but it cannot with any Co- 

Jour of Truth be deny d, but that they do 

alſo plainly, and in exæpreſs Terms aſſert the 

orig. con- Trinity, and that the Father is God, tlie Son 

1 Cel. is Cod, and the Holy Ghoſt is God. But 

6. p. 323. 4 1 ah c: 

with great Humility and Submiſſion . to 

Learned Men, I . conceive, that a fair Ac- 

couut may be given of this ſeeming Diffe- 

rence from themſelves; for when they ſpeak 

of this adorable Myſtery in general, they 

with an awful Reverence acknowledge this 

Revelation, and declare the Divinity of each 

of the Three Perſons in paſitive and abſolute 

Terms: But then ſome, perhaps, out of a 

pious and well intended Zeal, have endea- 

vour d to illuſtrate this Incomprehenſible 

Myſtery by Similitudes and Repreſentations 

taken from worldly Things, (as, from Light, 

Beiman Generations, & 0 tho they own no 

Words can expreſs it; and therefore tis no 

8 we won- 
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wonder, that in theſe Caſes their Compari- 
ſons of finite Things WAR ni ſhould not 
only fall ſhort, but their | preſſions muſt 
to Error; who interpret their poſitive Aſſer- 


tions of the Trinity and of the Divinity of 


the Three Perſons by their Repreſentations 

of it, inſtead of conſtruing candidly thoſe 
amperfect Repreſentations by the Rule and 
Standard of our Faith, which they have 
fully declared from the Scriptures, and 
which they quote to confirm their Doctrine; 

of which the Primitive Chriſtians were ſo 
fully convinced, and particularly the Divi- 
nity of the Son of God was fo entirely be- 
liev d as an irreſiſtible Truth, that ſome by 
attempting to explain it, haye falln into 
dowaright Hereſy. And Navatian very in- 
geniouſly argues from thence, that he was, 
even in their Opinion alſo, zruly God : For, Novar: 
as he ſays, (4) He is ſo truly God, but ar 
* the Son of 2 begotten of God, that 
< ſome Hereticks have thought him not à Son, 
£ but the very Father himſelf; and ( ) others 
© thought he was ſo much God, as that he 
© was not Man. And as much as Novatian 
— —— — EEC — 
(ay Qui uſque aded Deus eſt (ſed qua Filius Dei natus 
ex Deo ) ut plerique illum hæretici ita Deum acceperint, 


ut non Filium ſed Patrem pronunciandum putarenr. 
() Et alii quoq; hæretici uſq; aded cum eum eſſe, ut 


= illum, fubſtracto homine, - rancummds putaverint 
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hates others, he E attempt 
to explain the Trinity; does it in àa manner 
almolt inconſiſtent with his plain Aſſertions 
of it. © S6 wild und 'unactonhtable muſt 
Men be, when” they ſuffer” their Thonghts 
to wander, and to pry into things aboye our 
Faculties, which, you ay, even ehe Serip- 
tier do nor” „le rech, (And 1 ſay too, 
not meddle* with® them otherwiſe than to 
reveal them as Truths to be believ'd ) and 
2 erl. a2. lehich the Ang rels deſire to look Into : For 
—_—_—_— Enore the Son, but the Father; nor the 
1 Cor. is. Things of God; but the Spirit of C God. For 
ne how: ſhould thy Veſſel be able to compre 
„hend rhe Ways of the Higheſt, Which 'are 
paſt finding out? Theſe are Objects of our 
Faith, nor of our Nuowſedge; for Faith 
would not be a Virtue, Faith would not be 

Faitb, but Knowledge, if nothing was to be 

ws befiev'd, but what may by our Ratiocina- 
tions be made out to our Comprehenſion. 
When Athanafins ſays, As the reaſonable 

«Soul and He ic one Man, 2 God and Man 

"3s one Chi - no Man pretends that this is 

au adegrtate Repreſentation * of the Tncarna- 

tion of the Sn of God, tho it may be the 

Deſt- und- meareſt-eher-e· enn -orvriv e und 
even this ſurpaſſes our Underſtanding, how 

a material and immarerial Subſtance ſhould 

. be: unitgd” in; ene -Perſon,; how: periſbable 

Duſt and Aſhes ſhould: be: animated and en- 
dued with an Immortal 2 a — of 

_ | iui- 


58-T 
Dwinity « Hod much leſs can we conceive, 
how. God himſelf ſhould be Hyte atic ally 
joind with, Man; and till leſs than this, 
how Three Perſons in the Erernal Deity 


ſhould be Qze God: But when we ſball came 8 


to ſee him Face to Face, and our Faculties 
ſhall be enlarged, we fball then know bim 
even as we are knoten. In the mean time, 
we muſt be content ta ſee tbro a Glaſs 


darkly, and to- let our Faith be. the Evi- Reb. xl. 1. 
dence of theſe things not ſeem; not becauſe 


we can give a Philoſophical, Account of them, 
but becauſe the urd — Trutbhasſpokenthem. 
I ſhould now have done with your Teſti- 

monies; for from theſe. which I have ex- 


amin d I may reaſonably conclude, that tho 


reſt have been forg d upon the ſame Anvil; 


and I pray God he may never ſay to you, 
Who. is. [th 


mf ram me? 
* 2 (ia you. boaſt, that. the great 
Eufebius, (as you ſtile hien)! is your. Friend; 
that none of the truly Learned will pre- 


tend he was an At banaſi an, tho he ſub- 5. 33. 


ſeribd — 0 Council of Nice, (Which per- 
haps you will not allow to be -a, ſufficient 


Argument for it, becauſe there are ſome. 


modern Examples, who have ſubſcrib d our 
Articles, and geclar d before God and How 
their Aſſent and Conſent to our Creeds, and 
75 —_ renqunced publickly that Fait b, 

9 E 3 which 


that. darkneth Counſel, and by Fr. 
Jpreſſin bs 45 ords in 7 Heart, thinks 40 Job _ 
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which they tlien ſolemnly profeſs d;) and 


P. 9. & 27. becau ſe you ſay, that the Fathers, and par- 


P. 27. 


pas „ Beginning lefs, and at % times With 


ticularly ' Enſebins ,' notwithſtanding; their 
poſitive and expreſs Aſſertions of the Coeter- 
nity of the Son of God, meant no more 
than a metaphyſical or porentig Eternity, 

p. 9. that he was before the World began, 
7 p. 27. af wt are aſſured by many clearer 

© and plainer Paſſages, wherein they Hire 


hand abſolutely'deny' the Son's Coeterni- 


© by with the Hy I muſt not entirely 
paſs over your Quotations out of "ht: Author 


Vou ſo greatly rely on: One J have already 
taken notice of, and made my Remarks 


upon; I will now go on to the others. Bar 
firſt, I will repeat ſhortly What you allow 
Evſebins to aſſert for the Eternity of the 
Son of God, and then ſtate your Quotations 


by which you pretend to over: rule thoſe 
Aſſertions; that by this Compariſon it may 


be ſeen which are the plaineſt ald cleareſt. 

Lou allow, for kijgeed" it cannot be deny d, 
tht Euſebius fays that the Generation of the 
Son was di, Eternal; that he was alpiys 


the ber elde than 2 Tünes and 
Ages; that he ſubſiſted from "endleſs Ager, 
that he reign d with his Fut her fror I 


ningleſs Ages; to'which you add that of the 
presbyeers of Alexandria, that Go A 


um before Eternul Times. bin we . 
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L 55 ] 
Now I deſire you to tell me, whether 
there be Words in any Language to expreſs 
the Doctrine I am contending for, more 
plainly and fully than tlieſe, which you have 
_ furniſh'd to me out of Jrenæus before-men- 
tiond, and here out of Euſebius, and from 
the Presbyters of Alexandria. T' obſerve 
you have ventur d to tranſlate ai, Eternal, 
notwithſtanding you ſay, p. 28. it does not 
always fo ſignify ; and 'avapyes, Beginning- 
Teſs, notwithſtanding your improper and 
untrue Interpretation ot it, p. 8, and 9. £0 
be only before the Beginning of the World, 
tho it cannot ſignify leſs than to be 227 h- 
out a Beginning; and if a aw; {ingly 
ſhould, as you ſay, p. 28. ſeldom or never 
ſign.fy a proper Eternity; yet ſurely with 
the Epithet Beginningleſs,- it muſt ſignify 
Eternity; for What ſubſiſts and had no Be- 
ginning is properly Eternal. - Now can you 
think to perſuade any Man of common 
Senſe, by your bold and peremptory Aſſer- 
tion, that theſe Authihrs do not mean what 
they ſay; or, in your Words, meant no more 
than that he was before the World began ; 
and that there are, or can be plainer and 
clearer Paſſages in theſe Authors to ſupport 
your Aſſertion: Do they recant their own 
Aſſertions, and in expreſs Terms declarc, 
(as von do, p. 18. of your Letter to the 
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Biſhop of London) that in their younger 1 
Tiara they Lad by Cuffom been betray d 1 
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0 before the World began, &c. 


. word Perſon, 


1.56 
into fuch a fatal Miſtale? This you do 
not pretend to ſay; and yet leſs than this 
will ſcarce be ſufficient. to juſtify your 
Charge againſt them: I am ſure the Quo- 
tations which you have pick d out of them, 
(and I fuppole they are the ſtrongeſt, or 
vou have been very unfortunate in your 
Choice) do not do it, even tho they had 
been true; which 1 have ſneun they are 
not, in what I have examin'd and ſhall now 
ſhew in Euſebius, who, as your Friend, 


might have Ds berrer Ulage. from 


you, 1 
The frſt Quotation i is, [ 7 ſdom ** 7 
© flaitially fubſift, and was created. by God 

Eb 243] 
Here you have given us another 6c. 

with which you end that Paragraph; and 

then immediately you Proceed to your next 

W 2 b 

Solomon, ſays Euſebius elſen where, ? Hives 
\ we gbe ſame Senſe in otber Language; and 

ning the Name of #i[dom inte = 4 the 

* Worg, makes this © Leclaration, as. in ber 

Perſon 
Now what can any Reader underſtagd by 

this, but only what immediately preced 

viz. © That Wiſdom does fahne 25% TA 


and te, created before the V. 11 began; 
eſpecially ſince you do not mention this 


Declaration, but * with a role 7 T at 


rb 
Þ. 
* 


157 1 
But in Euſebius the Matter ſtands thus: 
In the Beginning of the Chapter, tells L 
us. the Account which the Jews, and parti- | 
cularly Moſes and David, give of the Lagos, | 
Viz, { DIY * The Hebrew Oracles: ſtile him the P. 312. 
© Second Cauſe of all Things, 11. W Word 7 
God, and God of God, as we (Chriſtians 
© have. been taught. to theologie of 4 ; 
and Moſes plainly. ſpeaks of Two $7: en 1 
* when he ſays, The Lord rained: from =_ J 
Lord Fire and Brimſtone u * the City of 4 
© che Wicked: So be familiarly made the like 
Application of the, cer Ong: 95 
Hebrews to Both. es 
And here he mentions Phan Fay was 
that Character (2) was, viz. the Tetragram- 
maton, that is, Febhovab, the incommuni- 
cable Name of the Supreme Cod. e 6d 
Then he goes on: 0 
b) © Ts bim alſo David concurring, ' faye, HE 
1 * 1 uy to my Login Sit * on * 1 


— * * 
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[538] 
* Right Hind, &c. For to whom: elſe can 
© we be allow'd to imagine, that the Right 
Hand ſbould be given by the Unbegotten 
© Deity, biet to Him only of whom we have 
© been ſpeaking, whom the ſame Prophet 

© elſewhere charaGerizes under be Name 4 
0 ' the Logos of the Father. 

FOI And ſorely this is a very proper A 
xxii. 
4% 45, ment; for it was urg d by Chriſt. him lf 
and | put the Phariftes® to Silence. i 
Then he comes to your Quidtaripi': 5 

1 His Son alſo and Succeſſor Solomon 

© gives us the ſame Senſe, 

What Senſe ? Surely that which he had 
juſt before recited of the Fews, and of 
Moſes, and of his Father David in parti- 
cular, vis. that the Characters among the 
Hebrews, even the Name of Jehovah, were 
alike apply d to both Father and Son. 

r. 19 Your next Quotation is out of Euſeh. De- 
 monft. Evang. I. 4. c. 3. in which Paſſage, 
if there be any Expreſſions capable of- your 

Senſe, yet if in his other Writings he plain- 

ly declares, as he does, an Opinion contrary 

to what you would. deduce from. ſuch am- 
biguous Expreſſions ; nay, if in this very 
Chapter he aſſerts the Eternal Generation of 

the, un od God in clear aog e 
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Terms, then fare! fly in Reaſbn the doubtful 
Expreſſions ſhould. be conſtrued by thoſe; 
and the Conſtruction which ydu put u a 
the doubtful, ſnould T over-rale dreck ati 
poſitive ſertions. 

Again, Tf this were not the Caſe, yet 
it muſt be conſider d, that Euſcbins, who 
was cotemporaty with Arius and his Friend, 

| is too late an Authority to overthrow the 
Faith and Doctrine of the Antenivent Fathers, 
as well as tlie Weil of Nice, which af. 
firmd it. 

But, as if. you rie conſcious, that Eu- 
ſebius in this Paſſage had not faid enough ö 
for your Purpoſe, you leave out a great deal [ 
of it; and hat you do eite, you | inſeft' by = 
piecemeals in ſeveral diſtant Pages bf your 
Letter. And laſtly, you grolsly wife. 


{late them, as will appear: 1 
© The Light does not ſhine Fer by the P. 19; ; 
* Will of 208 Liuminotis Body, 10 5 1 ne q 


l ahy Property . and 


In your Tranſlation. | 10 the > nds wi 


ut the Son by. the i) But the Son ur- R 19, 20. 
hulention and Will of the cording to Counſel, 2 
8 Father receiv'd hir Sub- Choice, hechme the Int 
Hence, fo as to be the | of the Father: fr 654 
6 Image of the Pether; for being willing, becaur the 
< by | Father 
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© by kis Will did God he- | 
485 be Father of his | 
© Sor, and tat d to ſub- 
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»."Then follows: a Paſſage which you er 
W in this Place, becauſe in your own 
Judgment it does not conſiſt with the Po- 
ctrine which you would have Euſebius to 


i aſſert here; for you have cited it, p. 8. 


among the Authorities for the Coeternity of 
the Son of God; but have done it very 
aukwardly, and indeed vaſe omg pap en as 
* _ ak Jil 
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deten, not as 0 reſents the Son Begotten, 
by: chitin Tims Hot Perm, 4 * not . any 
and then being made; but Times, nt afterward be- 
being before all Ages, nd gotten, but as being and 
fill before them, ind be- r Before Eternal 
in always eſent as a Son the San hoi 
with ths Father; but not 2 — er always 9 '1/ 
aoibegotten; hut — -= _ 
hegotten of the Unbes gotten, 377 - 
eit 


Father, being the | Br-| Tete 1 9 — 
otten the or and Ged.| the only. Bepotten 
7 Cod. 4 | Word, Jy Eto God 
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Hit. non 7 Be it cen on, bf 

8 5 6 3 1 
: a CO) nt. by, a Gepatatibii, 
1 A Section or Diviſion; o of 
the Father's: ance; but 


| Thisyou have omitted: © incliably. and hojond cur 
S e 122 from Eter- 
r ; , and 2/7 & 

() Receiving, before 118 Before all Ages, be a 
all Ages, @ real bſiſtence ing ſubftantiated' of, 

by the. . mexpreſſible and according to the nacb, 
inconceipablè Will and ſible and inconceivable zue ans: 


Power of the Father. © | | Counſel and Power 9 — 


yg } This ' Father. 3 
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PO (+) For, as tis ſaid, 
Who can declare his Ge- 
\ neration ? For as "none 
| knoweth the Father, hut the 
| 1 1 14:1. Pas 1 none knoweth the 
s £00 FAIL. wh 


+ 1 imagine your tranſlatin Sch, Will, 


which it does not ſignify, rather than Coun- 
ly docs,: was to ſupport 
your Opinion, that the Generation of the 
Son of God was not by Neceſſity of Na- 
ture, but voluntary by the Mill of the Fa- 
ther when it pleas d him; which, you ſay, 
is the fame thing as Creation, and fo he 
would be but a, Creature. 
But ſurely this cannot be the Meaning of 
this Paſſage, for it would be inconſiſtent 


with the plain and expreſs Aſſertions in this 
„ | 


1. How can that which was begotten, 
. not as not being in any Times, but be- 
ing befure Eternal Apes, beyond our Ratio- 


cination From Eternity, be ſaid to be a 
Creature. rac on 
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S 
i >. If Euſebins meant to aſſert hig Gene- 
he ration to be a Creation | why did he cite the 
he Prophets Queſtion, which implies a Nega- - : 
ho tive, that none can declare bis Generation, _ © 
5 and give our Saviour s Reaſon for it, becauſe | 
none knows the San but the Father; which 
„Text he quotes in another of his Books 
with this emphatical Expreſſion, A &glar, rc. wig. 
None knoweth the Son perfe&ly according ls i. c. a: 
1 to his Dignity, but the Father. 
4 "oY And. i 


n 


ee eee 


| he meant he was created by the 
7 | Wikof the Father, why did he add thoſe 
%% Epithets. of Jnexpre{ible and Inconceivable 
Will? For tho we cannot conceive .what 
the Nature and Eſſence may be of ſuch a 
Created Being, yet we can conceive that 
Fact, as well as that the World was created 
by his Vill, when be ſpake the Mord, and 
it was made; if that had been told us as 
plainly as this has been; or otherwiſe you 
wh muſt ſay, that tis inconceivable, that an Act 
A of the Will ſhould be an Act of the Will, 
© | which. is abſurd; nay, I may ſay tis eaſier 
to conceive, that He, who was: always in 
Being, as Euſebius here ſays, may be form d 
: by Almighty. God into ſomething more ex- 
„ cellent, than it is to conceive a Creation, out 


4 of nothing. * 


3. Ir you will inf that ge Hall Hgni- 
F y Vril, you ſhould ar leaſt haue tranſlated 


Cz 


r John i. 


John viii. 
12. 
John xiv. 
6. 


Heb. i. 3. 
Col. i. 13. 


Nicene 
Creed. 


po 
— — — 
na Corona r 9 * e Pare, 


very Go 
you can ptove, that the Reverend Fathers 


f di : ain diva 


1 6404 3 
d Gene, of the Will, as you do rds c 
Js, G of God? For all the Attributes of 
God being. erernal and eſſential | to the God- 
head, the 8560 is ſa too; and as the Father 
is "Tight, Truth, N Niem, &c. the Son is 
ſaid to be ſo. allo, as partaking of: 12 
anointed with all the Pabel Dignity, 
the Language of Euſebius bee tors 63 +. 
and in that of St. Paul, the bright Efflux of 
bis Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Per- 
ſon ; and therefore the Son of his i does 
no more denote his Creation, than the Sor 
"of his Love, or the Son of God do. Nay, 


tis in this manner that the Nicene Council 


has expref&d' his Cueternity and Con nſubſtan- 
tiality, bo. Light of Tight, very God of 
begotten not made: So that when 


of that Council intended by thoſe Expreſ- 
ſions, that the Sen ef Go * a Creature, 
then Jy u may interpret your Quotations of 
the Iike Expreſſions in the like manner, and 
add, if you pleaſe, that this is the Doctrine 
ad Faith of tlie Church of England too; 
but till then, your confident Boaſting of 
your Teſtimonies will not ſhake, but rather 


root us in Faith; ſuch Bluſtring will. be 


like Wind to the firong Oaks, twill only 
fix the Roots more faſt in the Ground. 
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Euſebius gives us àn Account of the No- 


2 


tion dent Plato and his Diſciple Piatiniis .. * * 


had of a Trinity, and ſpeaks of it with 
ſome Admitation of their great penetra- 


tion: 1 think this Inference may juſtly be 


drawn from it, that if ſuch great Men did 
not think ſuch a Notion to be abſurd, ſure- 
ly you have been too forward and raſh to 


cenſure it as inconſiſtent with the Light of 


Nature and conimon Senſe. But, on the 
other hand, if your "Enſebius has been too 
much pleasd with their Notions, and has 
any where us d Expreſſions ſuited to it, I 
leave you to follow your admir'd Example, 
and to deduce Chriſtianity from Heathen 
Philoſophers, and to explain Divine Myſte- 
ries by the Reaſonings of Man. 


You bid me ſuppoſe my ſelf in a Court h 37. 


of Judicature, and review the Evidence 
you have produced; and then conſider, 
whether I could with a fafe Conſcience de- 
termine on the Side of the Arþbanaſtans. 
My Anſwer is, That ſuch Evidence as you 
have given for your Cauſe, would not be 
accepted in any Court by any upright Judge, 

and conſequently you may eaſily conclude 
what the Judgment muſt be; nay, I will 
add, that ſuch a Witneſs wool hardly 
eſcape unpuniſh'd ; for tis his Duty to ſpeak 


the Triubb,' and the whole Truth. But to 


miſ tranſſate your Authors, to cite them by 


halves, and with &'cs, leaving out plain and 
F expreſs 


b. 254 


£6] 


expreſs Aſſettions againſt you, and adding 


- 7 your own to themy; to diſtort their plain 
Words, and to interpret, ot, rathef, to de- 
clare dogmatically their Meaning contra- 
dictory to what, they ſay, is ſuch 2 Proceed- 
ing, as is no leſs than an Attempt to impoſe 


upon Mankind: in AE moſt proupking mag 
e 
Nav, you have not only corrupted your 
dun Teſlimonics, but you are prepard to 
bhaffle the beſt that can be brought laſt 


Q 


E 


u, which is the. Scripture, in the very 
oundation of all Religion ; for you are ſo 
nd; of your Notion of a 'mad: God, and 


that the Son of God is a Creature, and con- 


ſequently not Eternal, that to avoid the 


Confequence of the Application to him of 


the Expreſſions, which in the Scriptures are 


us d to denote the Eternity of God the Fa- 
ther, vou have ventur d upon a very bold 
 Aſſertion, | 5 That this Eternity of the Fa- 
tber is only ſuppos d to be expreſsd. with- 
7 out "Proof : 3 it, ha way. appearing, that the 
© Sacred Writers meddle beyond our Facul- 
* tics with any ſuch abſolute Eternity, either 


© A parte ante, or parte poſt, as the Schoet- 


men have. ſince 


. 


Strange Doctrine! but 0 welcome to 
Atheiſts. and Debauchees,; and farewel to all 
Faith and i Moralit "th, and to all Kebgion 
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ULSTY . 
f che Goſpel which 5rought Immortality 
20 Light, has not plainly and fully declared 
an-Eternity ſo much as @ parte poſt, then 
neither are, our Souls immortal, nor the 


Foy of Heaven, nor the Torments of Hell 


everlaſting; at leaſt the Light of Nature 
will not be ſufſicient to convince the Gene- 
rality of Mankind of theſe Truths, ſince 
both the Light of Nature, and of the Goſpel 
too added to it, has not been effectual (God 
knows) with too many of the World in 
the ſeveral Ages of it: But if the Expreſ- 
ſions in Scripture of Eternity d parte poſt, 
ſhould: ſignify no more than, according to 
your Conſtruction, a Duration to the End of 
the Age, or of the World, then the State of 


good and bad Men will end with it; and, 


which is moſt abfurd, the Happineſs of the 
one, and the Miſery of 'the- other, will be 


at an End before the Perfection and Com- 


pletion thereof will begin; whiek will not 


be till the Day of Judgment, after this 
World is oled, and the Blements are 


melted away with fervent Hear. 
Your Reaſon you give, hy the Sacred 
Writers meddle not with Erernicy, is, be- 


cauſe it is beyond our Faculties; perhaps 


Eternity, d parte peſt, is not ſo: Many 
wicked Men think fo little of Dearh, that 


one might conclude; they fancy an eternal 
Duration even upon Earth; and ſome an- 
cient Philoſophers and modern Atheiſts 


F 2 have 
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_ 
have declar d their Belief, that the Forth 
will laſt: for ever, and that Matter was 
Eternal even 4 parte ante. 
But if your Reaſon be good, how comes 
your Scheme of Religion to be form'd 2 For 
you on, that the Generation of the Son 
of God was in an ine ffable manner, that is, 
above our Faculties: Did you find this in 

the Scriptures : This Part certainly is; but 
then they meddle beyond our Faculties; and 
indeed x Revelation from Heaven does im- 
ply ſomething, which by Nature we could 
not know : But if you do not find the reſt 
of your Scheme of Religion there, as moſt 

, certainly tis not; then you have underta- 
ken a Subject, which the Sacred Writers 
thought too hard for them; and if your 
Doctrines be true, then there are ſome 
Truths, which the Holy Ghoſt, who was 
to lead us into all Truth neceſſary to our 
Salvation, has not diſcover d to us,. but 
have been reſervd for you. Who can de- 
alare bis Generation? yp the Prophet. It 
ſeems he did not foreſee that you would 
undertake to do it, tho you acknowledge it 
to be ineffable ; nay, ſo particularly, as to 
:tell us plainly it was a Creation, and even 
P. 16. zog the very Time of it, vis. a little before the | 
-Creation of the World, when © Almighty 
God reſolvd on that great Work, perceiving 
that Wiſdom was neceſſary for it, he pre- 


r. s. ſentiy ereates her in himſelf, or out of his 


75 
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4 1% a Subſtance, 
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© Subſtance, into areal Being or Perſon ; 
tho, of this you are doubtful; for (as I ob- 
ery before) you cite anether Authori 
* that 2 was. not of the Unbegotten Sub P. 32> 
c, "ſtance the Father, But was it ſelf be- 
"- gotten # the Divine Power; and that be 
*. was the Ancienteſt f God's Creatures; 
© even ſo ancient, that your Author cared 
er, to aſſign the Date of bis Generation 
c or Creation. 
But you ſay from Terewllign. very truly, 8 


What os eee 1s w_ of God: 


would not 12 1 77 Could 4 Ra 
Philoſophers ſpeak of this in ſo plain and 
lofty Terms, and did the Hoh Ghoſt not 
alliſt, but ſo indulge our Weakneſs, as not 
to ſpeak of it? 9 2 the moſt important, 
becauſe the Foundation, of all his other 
eſſential 4e. pou 

Plutarch ſays the Temp ple of 72 2 bad this De tide 
lalerigion: 7 17 N I am * that ever was, & Oſiria 

be, and no Mortal har” — 

J 7. my Veil: And tho we muſt 
own, that we ſee darkly and thro a Feil, 
(for who can Sabre e the infinite per- 
fections of God 2 ) yet, that God muſt be 
Eternal is ſo plain a Truth, that none Ed 
truly belerd a God, ever deny d it. | 
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And in another Place, lie gives a noble 
and elegant Deſeription of this Eternity, 
viz. (1)'* God, we muſt ſay, is, and-is with 


*-reſpett vo: no Time, hut of a timeleſs, 


In Timæo, 
P- 37, 38. 


7 


immoveable, and indeclihable Age or 
Eternity; of which therb is no Before, ar 
Aſter, or New, but being One, fillt a Sem. 
q „ Piternity ih one Now, e Ibis raſpeer | 
is. ſolely,” really Being," neither paſt © vor 
* future, neither DE inning nor Ending? 
And Plato ſays, (% We attribute to tbe 
Freral Being 8 5 and ſhall Be, hut not 
rightly ; fo* gccbrding to true Speech or Re. 
ſon, we ſhould": aſcribe. to hint only I. And: 


8 accordingly in another Place he ; files him, 


_ 703», the Being, which he probably learnt 
from the Fenz and the Writings of "Moſes, 
in which God himſelf” tiles himſelf, I ; 
which ſurely denotes his Eternity: 80 that- 
it does appeat in Scripture, even immediate 
ly from God himſelf; and ho the Manner 
Was above Our Fgeulties, yet the Thing is 
not ſo; for it was an Aue to Moſes's: 
| Queſtion, and was | tor TN Wm it dig fa 
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71 1 
5 | tisfy him and all the Nun to whorh he 
© was ſent. 8175 ae toe ory 
4 But in Supp ort of: yeh: Opiniol vb 
1 ay © the Greek Language hath Three Ways p. 
* of ſpeaking; Which are lere een rendred 


5 ab Eterna 0 Gi 

I The Firſt; doin; or wg ny or ces 

A 6. Autan Ore} e sn. 

& This you ſay leldom or never bite n af 
a proper Eternity. DRE If13 25 3 * : 

; The Second, s 054079 mM 5 N 

This not always: Weis pnogifben «© Av 

: The Third, Cual lar. L 5 gf 0 

n alone always does o. ac 

6 And you add, Tia very 9 bat 

£ Ws Bible and 4 poſtolical-Fat hers never in 

| this Caſe of — Antiquity of the Son — 

5 an but the Firſt; None: of theſe bef 


« the Council. of Nice mote than the fft, 

« and very rarely the Second, while Man dde 
L Kur- and his Followers, and none before 
* them, directly ventured on the Third Way 

* of ſpeaking, and call d the t Cocter- 
f b * 1 Kine ies 
This laſt W ry bre indeed 

is very trifling; for if 41, does not ſignify 
a proper Eternity when apply q to G, 
how can you fay that Coralns always does 
ſo? for (oaian, : Coeternal, is only being 
with Kine, Eternal; ; or min wits 12 4. 
err 2 


: * And 


rr 
* 
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And there cauld be no Occaſion to ſtile 

the Son Coeternal, till Hereticks ſubtilly and 

fraudulently call him God, and yet deny d 

his Eternity d parte ante, which was im- 

ply d in God; and therefore to obviate that 

Fallacy and Equivocation, twas requir d 

that they ſhould declare him Coeternal, 

that is, as the Father is Eternal ſo is the 

Dr. Ham- Son. to. And thus did the Jews to obviate 

_ „ the Hereſy of the Sadducees; for hen the 

Teſtament. Form, in which they concluded all their Be- 

b « nedidtions, vis. from Age, was perverted 

by the Sadducees ro:their Senſe, bis. M the 

World; they appoimed the Form to be, 

From 4ge and to Age, that is, of this Morld, 

, and of the Voarid to come after. the Day of 

Doom. Nov in the Nature and Reafon of 

the thing, if the San be Eternal, he muſt 

be Coeternal with the Far ber, that: is, Eter- 

nal as well as the Fut her, neither being be- 

fore or after the other, hut orb exiſting 
eternally together ne VCO TTID ett 

As go the :ather [two Ways in Greek of 

expreſſing Eternity, I do own, that au 

and the Derivatidũs from it do ſometimes 


in Scripture: ſignify the Age f the World, 


- 


and the: Age of: :the:Goſpel, and imes:auacc, 


before the World legan Rut I am very 


ſorry the Inference frum this. Notion, and 
the Application: of it, has been by you de- 
rivd from fo ill an Authority 6x:Exampl 
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as that of the Sadducer, the worlt: Sect of 
all the Tow.” e U 

1 do on allo; that OY is Anme 


| apply d to Eternity only à parte poſt, as n 


* ide Frome, everla ing Chainr: 

But that theſe Words do, in Heat hen * 
thors, ſignify a proper Eternity here they 
deſign it, and Eternity à parte poſt, acoord- 
ing to the Subject. Matter; 1 think, cannot 
be deny d. TIDE ros 

Plato, in the Place beforo-mention'd, calls 
God a Sc 
2 in like — aſe, 5 7 ms man 

*. IO e: , to gm erniiy. 0, P. 847, 

Fan 5 dane * Hig. be de 


„ 4 & 3 4 


Is! 2 ĩ c 13 Philoſ. 


And ir thele Words do not figoily a J. 881. 
proper Eternity, I deſire you to tell ins any 


Er . +; 


Greek Words, that have been us d. By 0% 


Greek Authors, to expreſs:it.- -_ 
And that a. proper Eternity is deſig in d to P 


be hf poken of in the Scriptures, and that in 


thols Places theſe Words are uſed to expreſs 
it, and cannot there be underſtood and ap: 
ply d ta the Age of the Goſpel, or the Age 
or Be inning of” the World, or a Time before 
the Beginning of it; and that theſe Words 
are apply d to the Sow: as well as to the Fa- 
ther, I ſhall now ſhew.* © 
Tis indeed very remarkable, as you ſay, P. 28. 

that the Bible in the Caſe of the Antiquity 


| by the Son never uſes any but the Firſt; but 


9 if 


1 
Laiaht Zvi. 4. 


IN 
if it ſhould be ſo, twill not be ſubſervient 
to your Purpoſe, becauſe tis as remarkable, 
that tho d is us d hen the Hternitꝝ of 
the Father is ſpoken of, Rom. i. 20. Erernal 
Godbaad; and Wiſd.vii, 26. Eternal Lyght ; 
yet generally and  almpft-ahoxys, the Firſt is 
us d to exprefs the Eternity the” Father, 
and therefore, if apply'd-to'the Son, it muſt 
denote alſo bis, not Antiquity, hut Eternity. 

Now whether you have not been too raſſi 


in aſſerting, that the Firſt ſeldom or never 


ſignifies a proper Eternity, may be ſeen by 


ſome few Inſtances of tlie many — 


might. be produee t. 


Gen. XXI. 33. The Narfi® of he Ebrd was 


there all, The Everlaſting Go God 


4 22 4 11 fl. 
aer 1 172 
Rom. xvi. 1 Wd St 2 a 


Hab. the 6. Hit Wa, 2 Erh = 


In all theſe places evi is us . 


Pa 455 27 182 everlaſting to everlaſlin, ing, 


cvi. 48. Faun . das 4 e | 
everlaſting to if 
XI. 13. 1525 e e 1 N. 
"cli ** — — art from moins. bo = 
f &rvv@- 0h f. an 
Exrxix. x. The Lord is King for rene b.. 
cxix. 89. For even thy He —— Is 25 g 
Deut XxXii. 40. F lift up my Hand to Heaven, and 
ſay, Iliue for eber. 
Pan. il. 7. Sware by Bim who liveth: for ever. 
Gig F ais. Rer. 


. „ . 


>. a Jn i. Soo. | 
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Rev. iv. g. V ho liveth for ever aud er. 


f Pet. v. x1. belkin be Gory.—Aor ver ant _ : 


e wh Sides os 'arovey. . 
palm » Sh 16. De Lord? 7s s King for euey gud ever 

T atv eig & Ao * ETC 
Tfilah toil 15. ho a th WW Eternity. 
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Now. +a many nidredach:Tr Tekts 
ſhoold- be interpreted of the Age of the 
World, or of 'the-- Goſpel, hom unworthy? 


muſt fuch a Conſtöuctien be of tlie Majeſty: - 


and Glorious Attributes of God? and ins 
deed how abſturd s wy re e wil run 
ae 1 847 noch mat 230M 355 
Bong eee e * Lp 

The Gal: of the, e who itabis the 

Ag. on dats KN 2 

- His Powen, Pominion, INH dom and 
„Mays arg pf the Age. - 


a "a: is. Word remaineth even in. Heaven, buy 1 


bas to che Age, or End of the Harld. 


Wo is to be * from the. Beginning, 


of the Age tothe End of the Age. 
"Who from the; Age, .or Beginning, .of- the 


World, is God, or is agd lives, to the 


Eng of che World: So tha he begins 


ad ende with, the Ward,, ren We 


- How theti'is ee 7% zi; to be tranfſated 
in the Lord's Prayer? Ts the Kingdom, the 
| Power and the Glory of God, to the Ages 


4 only, 
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only, or the End of the World ?: And does 


. the Son of God teach us, when we pray, 
2 Cor. iv. to ſay ſo ? St. Paul ſays, the things which 
are ſeen are temporal, but the things which 
are not feen are diuna, eternal; but aecord- 
ing to your Notion you mult render it, are 
to the End of the World, that is, are ten- 
poral. Is not this abſurd, and turning the 


Scripture into Nonſenſe 
Could the Heathens happily find an Erer- 


nal Godbead, and have the inſpir d Prophets 
ſpoke of bim and his Dominion as only of 
1 Pet. i. 19. this World 2 Is this the ſure Word of Pro- 
pbecy, the Ligbt that ſhines iu a:dark Place? 
Goſpel too, more dim than the Light of 
Nature and our Reaſon, by which we are 
aſſurd he muſt be Infinite and Eternal, or 
not God ? And is this Truth not to be men- 
tion d in Scripture, leſt it mould dazzle 
Matt. xi. Our Eyes, and yet was reveal d unto" Babes? 
25, 27- Why are we turn d back to weak and beg- 
Gal. ir. 9. garly Rndiments to learn from Nature, and 
owe to it our F2ith of this fundamental Ar- 
ticle of all Religion, and deny it to Reve- 
lation and the Voice of God himſelf from 
Heaven, I am? DOT e ene 


But in the Words of our Saviour, If you 


John viii. had known me, you would have known my | 


i9 Father alſa; you would certainly have al- 
low'd theſe Expreſſions to have fully deno- 


Authors 


ted an abſolure Eternity; (for in the Greek NN 


— a, = Wh EF at a aus  _ 


* 0 a0 \ A. 0 
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1 


11 
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Authors they are generally ſo underſtood;) 
but you apprehend the Conſequence, 
which is inevitable, that if the ſame things, 
and indeed the inſeparable. Perfections of 
God and Eternity be attributed to the Son, 

a8 well as to the Father, then he muſt be 
God equal to the Father: But rather than 
allow Eternity to the Son, you chuſe (I 
will not ſay to deny, tho your Conſtruction 
of aw in the before-mention'd Texts 
amount to it, but) to take from us the 
beſt Evidence we can have, of the Ererni- 
ty of the Father himſelf, which is the Reve- 
lation he has given us of: himſelf in the 
. 

I ſhould now mention Gala 1< the many 
Texts, which: plainly and fully expreſs and 
declare in the ſame Terms, or equivalent 
with the above-mention'd, the Divinity of 
our Saviour, his Eternity, and other eſſen- 
tial incommunicable Attributes of the Su- 
preme God: But this will be more proper 


after J have conſider d the Texts of Scrip- 


ture, which you have quoted to ſupport 
your Doctrine: Which 1 now proceed to 
do. 1 


The firſt Text you quote is out of the cup riß. 


Proverbs, which you render thus, p. 9. 


The Lord created me the e of bi V. 22 
| Way s for his Works. 
Before the World he founded me, in the V. 23. 


Beginning before he made the Earth. 
1 Before 


. 

Before the Fountain f Mater came!:: 

Before the Mountains were fa whos: 1 
beg at me before the Hillxg 

The Word in the Beben is indeed 
Pn created; but Biſhop Patrick ini his 
Comment : au, that according to the He- 
brew Verity. This Text, if it belongs to 
* this Matter, appears to have been, as 


St. Fobn ſpeaks, with the Father in the 


Beginning; being his only Begotten before 


4 all Worlds; and ſo the Hebrew: Word, 
* which we tranſlate poſſeſs, ſometimes fig- 
© nifies in Scripture, and is render d by the 

9 Septiagint 1 in another Place, vir. Derbe iii. 

5. S nor, begot. 
= obſerve; that in the 25th Verſe” tis, "ho 
begat me, which ſeems. to agree with what 

Biſhop Patrick Gays of the Signification of 


the Hehrem Word in the 22d Verſe, and 


explains what is meant by created; not 
that Created and Begotten are the ſame 


rhing, as I have ſhewn before out of Tertul- 


lian, and what I have faid upon it. 
Beſides, you render, and ſo do our Bibles, 
the 25th Verſe, he begat me; but it ſhould 


1 in be, hegete me, Nord us, in the Preſent 
e 


rem. 
P. 106. 


Tenſe; and Origen s Obſervation upon it is 
very juſt, vis. He generates me before the 


＋ Hills; he did not ſay begat, but be gets, 
1 which Sempiternity 18 lignify'd, as 


Origen fays in another Place cited by you, 
and of which I have taken notice before, 


with 


T-79 


with whom it is always to day; and, as 


Plato ſaids. Js 1 is the only proper Ter. to be 


uſed of God. 


And what you DIES in the 2 3d Verſe, 
bee, the World, and our Bibles, Everlaſt- 


ing, the Words are Tes d ].: Of this 
I have. ſpoken already, and ſhewn how i im- 
proper your Conſtruction is. 


But 1 muſt, go back to Biſhop, Patrick, 


| who-ſays indeed,. that the Ancient Chaidtians 
thought this Text might be apply d to the 
Sen ok Gad, the Eternal Wiſdom, (and tile 


Authors, which I have here before cited, 


have done ſo, but very differently from your 


Conſtruction of them) but he adds, that 
they were not reſolv d whether they ought 
not to he apply d to him rather in his hu- 
man Nature; and he delivers his own Opi- 


nion, that Salomon thought of nothing but 
the wiſe Directions God had given them: in 


his Word reveal d G them. by Moſes and 
the Prophets. :: + 


And really, your own following Quata- | 


tions out of ; Eccleſs eſiaſticus, do confirm 


Biſhop Patricks Conſtruction of Wi ſaom in 
this Chapter of the Proverbs, as 1 ſhall 


ſhew ;; Which will alſo. be an Anſwer to 
them, and be a further Conviction of your 


unfair Repreſentation of your Quotations, 


and pf your treating your Texts, as y_ 
have done your Teſtimonies. 5 
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The Firſt is out of Eccl. i. 4. Wiſdo 
bath been created before all things. 

Now it is evident, that this is meant 6 
Wiſdom, as it ſignifies the Grace of God, or, 
in Biſhop Patricks Words, the wiſe Dire- 
| ctions given by God ; for Verſe 9. © She ts 
© with all Fleſb according to bis Gift, and 


he bath given her to them that love him: 
1 And Verſe 14. To feay the Lord is the 


_ a. © Beginning of Wiſdom, and it was created 
Fs Curr * with the Faithful in the Womb. And 


10. 


As ©. 


'© Verſe 20. To fear the Lord is call d the 


hai. fe of Wiſdom. Now what -can this 


Wiſdom be, but that which Solomon. had 
ask d of God for himſelf, and God had 
given to him? How can it be apply d to 
the Son of God, as the Wiſdom of God: 
Is the Fear of God the Beginning , the 
Root of him? Was he created with the 
Faithful in the Womb? And Verſe 5. The 
Word of God in the higheſt is the Foubtain 


of Wiſdom. Now either the Word of God 


here is the Son of God, and then Wiſdom 
muſt neceſſarily be taken in the Senſe 
which I have mention d: For the Word or 
Wiſdom of God, as denoting the Son, can't 
be the Fountain of the Wiſdom or of the Son 
of God; or if the Word of God be taken 
for the Directions given by God, & c. then 
Wiſdom muſt be underſtood to be the Fruits 
and Effects thereof, which is the TR I 
was to prove. 


"00 And 


$ 


: 
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= 
a 


on] 
And thus Conſtruction will be further 
evidest by the 24th Chapter, out of which 


vou have taken your next Quotation; and 
which is introduced by a "Queſtion, v. 7. 


as ask d by Wiſdom, which you have omit- 
ted: In whoſe Inheritance ſhall I abide 2 


And the Anſwer is given, v. 8. which you 


cite in part: Then the Creator of all things 


gabe me a Commandment , and he that 
created me caus d my Tabernacle to veſt— 
Here you ſtop with a Stroke according 
to your Cuſtom; for the next Words are 


an Anſwer to the Queſtion, and would have 


ſhewn, that your Quotation was not to 
your Purpoſe : Like him who ask'd, What 
is Truth? and went away without ſtaying 


for an Anſwer, The Words which follow. 


I. 


are : 7 


And ſaid, Let thy. Dae lin ng be in 7, Jacob, 
| And v. 10. 
© Tn the holy Tabernacle I ſerv'd before | him, 


215 thine Inheritance in Iſrae 


© and fo was I eftabliſhd in Sion, likewiſe 
© in the belov'd City be gave me Reſt And 


c v. 23. All theſe thives are the Book o of 
2 


« the enn of the moſt High God, ev 
the Lam A Moſes commanded for an 


Heritage unto the Congregations of Facob. 


P. 9, 10. 


Theſe fully explain what Wiſdom is ſpo- 


ken of in this Chapter, vis. That it was 


the Law, and thoſe Divine Inſtructions 
which God had given more particularly to 
the Pers, and Which are faid in the 


G Scri- 


= 
cxix. 98. 
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Pal. xix. Sctipture to make them wiſe, and wiſer than 


their Enemies, Who had no Knowledge: of 
Lans. 

And the ch Verſt (Mp. "Iona: i, is 
1 than Honey, and my. Inberitance 
thun the Honey-comb ) is the ſame as in 
Pſal..19.'9, 10. The Fredgments of the Lord 
—_ Haan than + * 57 the, Honey- 
£0 
And the 18th Verſe 0 "= is the. Mother 
of Love, Fear, K; nowledge, and holy Hape) 
iS mg properly apply-d to Wiſdown, as it is 
the G race of” God, and the Divine Aſſiſtance; 
for it is Gods Grace, that bogen theſe Vir- 
racy in. eie en * B74 

But if you, Will itil a Wiklom here 
40 the Son of Goch then the rdth Verſe 
ſtiles him ae, Eternal, or begotten from 
Hterniy. And Verſe 36. He that fenneth 


; againſt Me arch ace bie own. Soul. Tore 


there. is no Sin but againſt God. 

. There are ſome Paſſages in the Pſalm ſo 
exactly: parallel to your Text out of the 
"Proverbs, that one wWould think Solomon had 
learnt and tranſcrib d them into his Proverbs 
from \Moſes and David, as the Son of Si- 
8 5 WhO e Solomon, did from 


" Pſalm xc. 2. Before the Ape were 


hgh forth, or ever thou hadſt forty d the 
and = W orld even 1 98 . 
Tol 


a 8 4 
- 4 2 * % 


} 


Jafling thou art. 


1 837] 


thon art God; or from everlaſting to ever- 


— 


Now if the Text in the Proverbs, Before 
the World, before he made the- Earth, and 
before che Mountains, do ſignify the Begin- 
ang of Wiſdom: And Eccl..i. 9. Wiſkom 


"Amo 7% 
eil O- 


bid « ö 
dg & ara” 


yd 8) Ge 


Pall not fail to the End of the World (ac- 


.cording:to your Tranſlation of theſe Texts) 
then you ought to conſtrue the. ſame Ex- 
Preſſions in the goth Palm of th®Almighty 
God in. the ſame manner, vis. That he did 


-hegin but, bn dd, before the World, 


would be Blaſphemy : And nevertheleſs, to 
.my Aſtoniſhment, you do ſo conſtrue it; 
for p. 6. you cite this Pſalm, and render it, 


from the Age to the Age, or from the Be- 


World, thou art God. 


Palm xciii. 2. The Lord e 
World. alſo is eſtabliſb d, that it cannot be 


ginning of the World to, the End of the 


{Old ;. cho art from Everlaſting. | 
If thisbe apply to the don of God, of 
hom the Jews affirm,. (as Biſhop Parrick 


moved, Ver. 3. Thy Throne ic eſtabliſh da of | 


His Com- 


n — — ment. 
. fays ) this was à Prophecy, ſurely this ſuf. 


: ficiently expreſſes Eternity; or if it be ſaid 
of God the Father, then your Conſtruction 

of this will be as bad as the former, for the 

Words are the ſame ; or if you will let the 
be underſtood as they a> to be, of the 


Eternity of God, you muſt in Juſtice un- 


4 62 


der- 


derſtand the Text 


— — — ——— — k — 
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Aad both Ariſtotle and Plato agree, (=) 


that 425 © tbe Principle, is unmade ; for In Phæ- 


* by the Principle it is of Neceſſity that 8 
a "i thing that is made, be made. 

And your Quotation out of Clem. . P. 10. 
as you your ſelf render it, agrees with this 
Signification of the Word, God who made 

n Beginnin 2 Principle of all things: 

you add, Peter perfectly well under- 
Poe that Expreſſion, In the Beginning, or 
by the P 9 God made the Heaven and 
the Earth.- 

And ſo is do by Fuſlin usd in your 
Quotation out of him, if you would have 
truly rendred that Paſſage. 

Why then will you not allow it the fame 
Signification in this Text of the Proverbs, 
fince it perfectly agrees with what you do 
allow, - vis. that the World was made by 
the Word, or Wiſdom of God; or, in the 
Words of Peter and Clement, the Principle 2 
And this very Text of the Proverbs implies 
this Conſtruction; for the Concluſion of 
the Verſe is, «s 34 ere, for bis Works ; 
and thus the two Parts of this Verfe will 
agree very well, the Principle of his Ways 
fer bis Works; but then the Conſequence 
will be, that the Son of God ink he be 
meant hens by V. Mee Wich. It ink he is 


— — B Mo. a ha —_— _ „ aces A. a 


you 455 * = 4 10 &, 74 . 5 auen: N mT 1/v6s 
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not) was Wu reared, for the Principle i A 
unmade. 

And why way bot even the word Booth: 
ning be equivalent to Principle; for Origo, 
which ſignifies Beginning, is made an Enphiſh 
word, Origin, and ſignifies alſo the Sabah 
or Spring bead. 10 0 

The other en of & 9755 vie 
Principality, Dominion, Power, is very pro- 
per and applicable to the Eternal Wiſdom of 
God; for he directs, orders, and governs 
us, and kde whole Creation; as the Pro- 
IIa. is. 6. phet ſays, The, or "whoſe Government (not 
* 1 4f#- whoſe Beginning) ſhall be upon his Shoulders. 

And ſo in the following Verſe, (not his Be- 
Mezday i ; inning, but) His Government or Dominion 
bete, is great. | And thus Tertullian ex pounds both 
S. 1; the Signification of the Word pp, and 
Adv. Her- the Application of it: And moſt certainly 
nas. the Text in Dent. xxxiii. 37. muſt be ſo 

underſtood, which, as it is in the Septua. 

gint, muſt be rendred, the Power or 'Domi> 
Ewnod nion of God ſhall cover thee ; for ſurely you 
oz 2 d will not tranflate it, the Beginning of God; 
; who has no Beginning. And ſo Jude the 
6th, ep is rendred in the Margin, Prin- 
cipality; and ſo alſo Col. i. 16. "I Prins 
cipalities. © 

There is another Account which: may be 
given of this Text, and is certainly true of 
the Son, as the Wiſdom of God, (tho I 
take! it from a Book, Whoſe Authority you 

5 Will 
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is will not allow, nor I aſſert) vis; He is tbe ors 
© || Way that leads to God; and in this reſpect n . 
— he may very properly be be the Beginning of © 
his Ways, and yet no created Being; for 
h ſurely / twas this Wiſdom, this Logos, that 
8” inſtructed the Old World, and came at laſt 
4 into it, to'ſhew them a more excellent Way ; 
agreeably to this he fays, I am the May. * xiv, 
No Man cometh unto the Father but by me ;* 
and without (or ſevered.) from me, ye can FO 
do nothing. And St. Paul ſays, I can do all 5: 
* thro” Chriſt which ftrengthenetb me. 13. 
And as he is ſtil'd the Authvr of our Faith, lich. aii 2. 
and the Captain, or Leader, of oun Salva- I', 10. 
tion, (in both Places £pym9s) he may be 
properly ſaid to be the Beginning «of his 
Mayo, for his Wotks ; for as we are his Work- 
manſhip, ſo he ſhews us the Paths of *Life, Pal. xvi. 
and Das ns in the Paths of Righteouſneſs, 2 
in the May everlaſting ; and the Mord of — 
God is a Light unto our Paths, har our 24. 
5 Foorfteps ſlip not. = 25 
| Upon the whole, as Biſhop Patrick 3 
| 


iv. 


the ancient Fathers thought this Text might 
be apply d to the Sen of God; ſo it was not 
apply d to prove him a Creature, On the 
contrary, your Enſebjus in the Chapter be- 
fore cited, when he ſays that Solomon gives 
us the ſame. Senſe, vis. that he was 7ebo- 
vah, he immediately cites this Text of the 
Proverbs ; ſurely you will not ſay, that he 
biel makes Solomon aſſert his Divinity, and 

| G 4 =_—_ 


p. 760. 
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then quote his Words to prove him a Crea- 


ture. And Pampbilus () in his Apology 
for Origen, — cites this Text, at- 
ter he had reckon d into the Number of He- 
reticks, thoſe who deny d him to be the 
Finſtbegotten, and the God of the whole 
Creation, and the Word, and Wiſdom, 
which 1 is the Beginning of bis Mars.. 

But as poſiti ve as you are, that this Text, 
Prov. viii. 22. is a full Proof, that ; {dom 
(which you interpret to be the Son of God) 
was created; I find, p. 35. that you have 
quoted Tectiiers, for applying this ſame Text 
to the Holy Spirit; and you, in like manner, 
infer from thence, that the Holy Ghoſt was 


' creed by God: I have already ſhewn, that 


it is not to be underſtood of the Son of God; 


and you have furniſn d me with Arguments, 
that it cannot be conſtrued of the Holy Ghoſt; 
for you make him to be the Creature of the 


Son of God, and not immediately of God 
the Fatber; and if you will ſay, he was 
the Creature of God the Father by the Son, 
yet how can you make him, as is faid, 
v. 22. the Beginning of his Ways, or, in 
your Language, the Firſt of the Creation; 


tor -yourſay, p. 37. he was not of equal An- 


tiquity with 10 Son; nor can there be Two 


— 
e * 


— 


* d) Eos, qui prim nitum eum negant & totius Creaju- 


e 
FP lows rerun eh el quæ ft initium viarum 


1 Firſts, 


Dei, 


K 
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S Firſls, or Two Beginnings ; ; nor could the [4 
Hoh Ghoſt, the Creature, be —— his Crea. {1 
= tor, ah" the Son, by whom he was created. . = 
- This is what 1 — to offer in Anſwer to a 
© your Three Firſt, Texts; p. 9. and in ſome  _ 3 
; Meaſure to the laſt. out of the Revelation, {4 
„ii. 14. So far as relates to the. Gonſſru - 
I dion of the Word/#p and nuf be my Ex- . = 
„ cule for the Length of aht A * la | 
' h Wen. eee e 99) mee q 
| Jie! * I 
1 come now to. your. Text, : g 1. 15. 6 
And Firſt to the firſt Part of it, Who ische 1 
; Image of the Inviſible n 
ö This Text which is here rendred Tmage, 
; de and ſo 2 Cor. iv. 4. is in Hebr. i, 3. 
5 Nenn exxTHe TUTORS dνẽ . The Character 5 
* of his Sabſiſtence or. Perſon; and the Words 
Z immediately preceding are, The Brightneſs "Anas a 
Oer bright Emanation) of his Glory, equi- w ö 
b valent to that in Wiſd. c. vii. v. 26. of the | 
| Eternal Light: Now what has been already i 


ſaid of this Splendor and Emanation of te 4 
Eternal. Light, may partly explain what is 
meant. by e? 4 N ogei ocον and by 
ev ; For it cannot be imagin'd that the 
| firſt ſhould be inſeparable, a neceſſary Ema 
nation from, and the ſame with, the Eternal 
Light, and yet the very next Words ſhould 
declare him to be ſuch an Image as is but a 
Picture, a Reproſentarion of it, but | in Na- 
| TH ture 
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ture and Eſſenes different from it: And 3 
exp properly ſigniſies the Imhre ſſion, the 
Fri uharin n L may ſay, was im- 
printed the Goad bead; or as the Apoſtle ſays, 
Col. ii. 5. In Him dmeileth all the Fulneſs of the God- 


— 


ve IE Cty. 


—— — 
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bead: And, as He again ſays, who being 
Phil.ii.6, in the Form of God, t hong bi it not Robbery 
to be equal with God; and who can be equal 
with God, or in the Form of God, but who 
is God, Infinite and Eternal 2 And that the 
Apoſtle ſo means, is plain by the Expreſſion 
following; which is applied to his Manhood, 
Taking the Form of a Servant , being made 
mn the likeneſs of Man So then we muſt 
either with the Gnofticks*deny the Reality 
of Chriſt's Coming in the Fleſh, or we muſt 
own, that He by being in the Form of Goa, 
was declard by the Apoſtle as truly God, Ml *© 
and nqt barely, in your Senſe, the Image of Ml 4 
God, as by being in the Form of a Servant, 1 
and in the Likeneſs of Man; He was really iſ © 
Man, and not the Appearance only of a f 
And in the ſecond Cor. iv. 4. where tis 
again ſaid, Who is the Image of God, tis : 
f 

( 

| 


- 


faid inthe-6th Verſe, God hath ſhined in our 

Hearts, to give the Light of the Knowledge 

of the Glory of God in the Face, or rather 

the Perſon, of Feſus Chriſt : For fo alſo 

Tem ſignifies, and is ſo rendred, c. ii. 10. | 

And Dr. Hammond in his Commentary-fays, 

Chriſt repreſents Almighty God to us, not 
N 


4 1 91.3 [ 
Ia picture does the Body, but a a real 6 
he ſabſtanrial Image of him. | 4 
And the very next Verſe ” whe Text; | = 
'S, Hebt. if; (ef Whieh we have been ſpeak- 1 


a- ing) are, up pholding all Thin du by his Power, 1 
is which 4 can ts but Go who is omnüpo⸗ 9 
* tent. 4 


al 1 do own char Geb; U6ed"þ joperly in the 3 
10 common Acceptarion of te We Word ſignif/ = 
ae I in Image of Pifure of a Thing; but as, 1 r 4 
n I hope, I have ſhewn it does not, it catimtot ſo I 
a, ſignify in the Places aforeſaid ; ſo it will be 1 
ls plain, that this Word here muſt 1 not F 
ſt a Piaue, but's full, lively perfect 
ige. By another Text in "this Epiſtle to 
t che Hebrews , e. X. U. 1. © The Law hauing 
1 : a Shadow of the 27 Things to come, and 
5 not the very Image ( or Image it ſelf” ) o 
be Things. be the Pg) 5 ES is dr 
> Things muſt ſignify a full and perfect Image 
y i of the Things themſelves ; ; or elſe if Image | 
a I ſignifies only the PiFure or "Repieſtreativh] 4 
tis no more than Shadow, and then tis no 
Antithefis , which was neceſſary in this Ar- 
gument of the Apoſtle, nay, tis a Contra. 
Aiction in the very ſame Sentence; for it 
will run thus, The Law having a Shadow — 
and not having the very Shadow. 
I come now to the Second Part of your 
Text, „ Col. i. 15. the Firſt horn of every Knnus 
ature, or of the Creation, as it is ren- 
dred, Rev. ili. £4: and cited by you, p. 10. 
| N 5 from 
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to be a Creature, cho the Firft- born Ang. the 
chief of them. 


Verſe, and what follows, it would -mani- 


feſtly have appeared that he could not be 
one of them, for it is ſaid: 


ble and inviſible ; whether they be Thrones 


11 


from whence you would infer our Saviour 


But if you would have added the next 


For by him were all Things created that 
are in Heaven, and that are in Earth, viſi- 


or Dominions, or Principalities, or Powers, TH 
all Things, were created. 15 him and for 
bim. LL. Ve 

Hence it we 7 that 75 He ks all A 
Things. in Heaven and Earth; and as St. n 
John adds, that without him was not any 0] 
" Thing made that was made: Surely, He 2 


himſelf was not made; for a Creature could E 


not make himſelf: All Things are f God 1 
and by God, Alita, 3 15 we I” 
need not the Divine Authority of the Scri- 1 
ptures, nor the Sagacity of a Philoſopher, 
common Senſe is ſufficient to inform us, that 
the Maker cannot be a Part of the Things 
made. 
And the following Verſe would have 
told you, that he was God, For it pleaſed 
tbe Father that in Him Gould all Fulneſs 
dwell, or all Fulneſs was pleaſed to dwell in 
him; and what that Fulneſs is, we ſee in 
the 2d Chapter, v. 9. all the Fulneſs of the 
Godhead ; which Text 1s introduced in a 
very 


God) might attempt to 


; the 16th Verſe, 


very remarkable Minter, as if the Apoſtle 
tad foreſeen what he fays in another Place, 


this' World , r ꝛe hom the Dockr hne con- 


cer ning Chriſt, Was Fooliſhneſs, tho" he tru- * 


ly was the Power of God, the Wiſdom f 29. 
pervert otliers from 
the true Chriſtian Faith. (For, as Tobſervd 
before of the Platonifts , Tertullian ſays of 
the Philoſophers in general, that they were 
Hæreticorum Patriarche.) He cautions the 


Verſe immediately precedin Wet teſt 
any Man ſpoil (or make a Prey of or in- 
ſnare) yon, thro” Philoſophy and? vain Deceit, 
after the Rudiments F this . orld', and not 
after Chriſt : For in him dubslleth all the 
Fulneſs of the Godbead bodily. 


us, Me, HUG Rezss, Chrift; ſo nere 0 - 
Towns \, Bodily, may be taken in the' ſame 


Senſe by Ide entity of his very Eſſence. 


And T think" it is 'very obſervable, that 


; When! in the 1 5th Verſe he had ſtild Him the 


Firſt- born of every Creature, the next Verſe 
begins, For, dri, or becauſe, 


' all Things created, &c. Now if the Apo- 
ſtle had meant to aſſert him in the 1 5th Ver. 

to be a Creature, the Reaſon he gives for 
it, or the Argument he uſes to prove it in 
viz. Becauſe he Amſelf 


created 


By him were 


that the Wiſe, the Scribe, the Diſputer of 05. ba 


Adv. Jud. 


9. 
Coloſſians againſt their Inſinuations in the 144. 


And Dr. Comment: 
Hummond obſerves, that as wg: 1s often Joſt — 
in tlie Genitiye Caſe following it; as, cf 


1 94 5 
created all Things , is the moſt lurprizi 1g * 8 
that ever Was urg'd by, Man; eſpecially by ove 
- that, Apoſtle , who. had aſſerted that; the eor 
Creation of the World. pot 4 full Proof 0 2nc 
Rom. i. 20. the Etermal Godhead; and therefare con Bir 
not now; conſiſtently with, Himſelf make i tai 

alſo. the Proof of a:Cregtyre : So that ji 
when he undertook to declare 2 the Ache 
nians: the unkuown God, and whom they ig 
e enen, 4, the Philoſophers, or:ever 
Mien f cammon Senſe hadcheard him rea 
„ this Manger, they would with 
acts xvii. Juſtice have cry d out, nag at will this Bap. 
158. bler have ?. What 1 have here before ſaid . q 
the Signification of ap may. ſerve alſo to 
explain the Meaning of Firit-born- in this 
Text: For tho the literal. and. Primary, Sig: 
nification of 2eg14x&. be firft-born,. yet as 0 

- Primogeniture gave to the Eldeſt a Super- 
ority and Dominion over his Brethren ; 50 
in this Senſe it ought to be taken here; and 
the 18th Verſe of this T Colaſſ. leads us 
plainly to it; for tis ſaid, He is the Head 
-of the Body che Church, tbe Beginning, the 
Firſt-barn from the Dead, that in all Things 
he might haue the Pre ewinence „ r, ye 

Hoon. literal, be Chief. Kats 

2 2 80 1. Chbron. 26. 195 bucauſe there _—_ 5 
Eideſ, his Father made him the Chief or 
N WH Ruler; Which Privilege did belong to; the 
Hldeſt, and Which, Ke s ſuch, be wight 1 

N have claim d. N 81 9 
0 


ke i in: toit. 


| Saviour 


(951 


80 When Iſaac. had made Zacod. Lord Gen. xxvii. 


| oor his Brethren, or. of his Brother, | Eſau Tee PR 


complain d, that Jacob had ſupplanted. him, es. 
and;taken away his ( megrorowme, Rights of) 


Hirthrigbt, and the Bleſſing which apper- * 
A Vx 5? 


* 
„ N 


And Pſal. W 27. 1 will 8 bun 1 


my Firſt- horn higher than the Kings of- the 


5 Earth i that is, ſays Dr. Hammond; the moſt 


gloriots of them, for lizernlly David could 

not be the Firſt born. | 
The literal Tranſlatioa of this V erſe 

ſaems plainer to this Senſe, I will place. him 


(leaving out 419) Hirſt-born; that is, ſet him K43 


in the Station of the 5 or Eldeſt, weg- 
hi Chief, as in the Chronicles before- capes as 


* d; or: Lord, as Lee did Ja- Taye 
þ 10 

Tis ſaid, Hebr. © 23. ye are 3 
the general Aſſembly. of the - Church ,of the 
Fill horn.: Muſt this be conſtrued literally 
of the Church of the Firſt-born or Eldeft, 
as tis in the 78th Pſalm, v. 5 1. be ſmote 
all the Firſt- born in Eg apt e No, ſurely; 
this is meant, 
E it, of che Apoffles and firſt Converts 3. 

to Chriſtianity; and ſo Epenerus is call d we 
firſt. Fruits of Achaia, thoſe who bad..th 
frſt Fruits of the Spirit. 

And St. Paul tels us, another Title our 
had to this Appellation of. Firſt- 


and ſo Dr. Hammond ex- Rom. xvi 


1 


vii, 29, 


born, viz. Whom be did foreknow, he alſo did 1 


prede- 29. 


— — 
—_— 


"Appnagoe 
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predeſtinate to be conform d to the Image of 
his Son; that he might be the F irſt-born 
among many Brethren: Or as he is Mild, 
Hebr. ii. 10. in Terms equivalent, be Ca 
rain of their Salvation, whom, v. 1 T. he 
was not aſbam to call Brerbren +; or as it is 
Hebr. Xii. 2. the Author and Finiſher 7 hei 
Faith. 8 

To conclude this Point 4 ſurely there are 


| many figurative Expreſſions, 'which it would 


be abſurd to conſtrue literally; I am the 
Vine; this is my Body, &c. Nay, ſome 


| Things, which are faid of Men, cannot be 


* 


John iii. 


10. 


ſwo taken neither; a new Creature, created 
in Chriſt unto ood WW, orks', born again, | &c. 
Shall we ſay, 1 


5 enter the ſecond Time into his Mother's 


ike Nicodenus , „Can 4 Man 


Momb? To which, and to all ſuch Con- 
ſtructions; tliete needs no other Anſwer 


than What our Saviour gave to him, Art 


thou a hr of Iſrael, and en not cheſe 


Things $0 UE TEAS: 911 14 . 240 
| © Thee remains but one Text more which 
you have cited, vis. Hebr. iii. 2. Who was 


he faithful to hinnths at; " gurTraviflation, appointed Rim 


P. 31. 


in your Tranſlation, made 


And you fay, ©that the Author to the He- 


_ ©brews trecly affirms, That God made 


Chriſt, which in the ath Century Was 
« reckow'd” 'ſo Heterbdor, that this "Epiſile 


8 War 3 in E Places: Seldom read i in Publick ; 


STE © and 


en mp Wie A „ LAs 


170 
* and that 2 our of the Dread of ſuch 


n FE Dun; 48 Philaſtrius aſſures. 
I have not that Boo, 0 I can t tracè you 
jo, this Quotation: But I wonder that 


s poſſible” for any Inn po dread this B 
bg jon or "Text ; for 1 


will, with great 
Afſurance , h affirm, That the Apoſtle does 


not ſay * God made Chriſt in your Senſe, 


8 8 Ah Senſe, that even an Athannſian 
you term us) will not acknowledge 
Hich 5 and With a full Aſurahce of Faith ; 
ut that you thould fo tranſlate and a | apply 
this Text A prove the Son of God a*Crea- 
zure, and charge the Apoſtle with aſſerting 
it expreſly,, T'would not have believ d from 
y Man but your. ſelf; for ſurely never 
Was any art of \the Scripture ſo perverted 
and diſtorted to ſerve a Turn. 
I do agree that mz does ſignify to make 


in your Senſe, and you cannot deny that it 


alfo fig nifies to appoint or conſtitute 3 and 
that 1 it I ſo'os'd ſometimes" in N 7 


29 3 18 29115 


1 Chron. A i 1020 : 


2 8 od made bim e . mo 3 
His Farber OB woos ard le. N 


W. 212 — 
A EIT made us "Kings. nd rel, 4 
ot nts Bangs 8 © 3.36 
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Ver. 14. 


16. 


F983) 
Hebr. v. 5 


2 vi ta be Ay A FD Hig ob-Prieft. 
. nor 227 F Free 1 2 


Which Word es uz mote ſttongly denotes 
making in your, Senſe , than ; and 
yet ſurely no Man will make ſo ridiculous 
2 Conſtruction of any of theſe Texts as to 
call them Creations, as you would have this 
zd Hebr. to be underſtood; which plainly 
ſignifies no more than 22 or, if you 
Pl cale, making him our e 8 N 
be moſt evident. 


„ie Third unge hae thus: 
Wherefore, holy Bret hren, conſider the A. 
ep e and. High- Prieſt of our Profeſſion 
Chriſt Feſus, who Was Faithful to . that 
ointed ii 
1 bin., iti 975 
Wherefore . denotes kn Inference from 
ſome premiſſes and ſo leads to the Con- 


text, and the Sins Verſes at the End 


of the ſecond Chapter, viz., 
Foraſmuch then as Children are Partabers 

of Fleſh 2 Blood, be alſo himſelf” took 
art of the ſame, "that thro Death he might 

deſtroy him, t hat bad. the Power of Death, 

that ic, the Devil. Pa 

* For — be Fook on bim the e Seed f Abra. 


1 


, 4 4 1 | Y ' 
© E 4 
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1 MM herefure in all Things it bebov'd. him Ver. 17. 
Ito be made {ke unto bis Brethren, that be 
might be a merciful and faithful High- 
Prieſt, in Things pertaining to God to make 
Reconciliation for the Sins of the People.” _; 
For in that he himſelf bath ſuffered being 18. _ 
tempted, he is able to ſuccour them that are ut 
Pc, 0 
„buen follows the Third Chapter, Where- 
y fore, Holy Bret hren, & c. above. 1 
iu You may ſee that the whole Diſcourſe of | 
the Apoſtle relates to his human Nature; 1 
He took upon him Fleſh and Blood, and in i 
2 Things was made like unto his Brethren; =—_ 
4. and the Reaſon given for it is, Thar: he 
mipht be a merciful and faithful High- Prieſt 
in Things pertaining to God; and then to i 
offer up himſelf a Sacrifice to make Reconct- Us. 
liation for the Sins of the People: Was it 11 
not in this Reſpect, as Man, that he dyd ? 1 
For, ſurely, tis Blaſphemy to ſay, that his 8 
d Godhead dy'd ; and yet I know not ho; h 
vou can avoid it, if you apply your Text | 
„ 0 his Divine Nature. Was it not, as Man, 
chat he became our High- Frieſt? Do nat 
: | you argue from thence againſt Polycarp's p. 23. 
and Fuſtin's calling him Eternal High- 
Prieſt > Was is not the High- Prieſt that was 
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A 2 Faithful? If then he that was faithful was 5 
the High- Prieſt; if the Higb-Prieſt was he g 


chat 4 d for us; and in order to it, 790k our 
„ Fl: and Blood, and became Man, then it 
1 a H 2 Was 


4 
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— han, 
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| Gakiv.1 4: In of Mex: * this Advice is repeated, 


[ 100) 
Was as ſuch, viz. as Man, that the Apoſtle 
8 he was made and conſtituted High- 
Prieſt, who, as St. Paul lays, ever. liveth to 
Hebt. vii. nuke Interce fi ion for 1d. 1 
24 I muſt alſo take notice that he is * 
ſtild Apoſtle too, or as the Word ſignifies, 
Aſeſſenger: Now he was that. Meſſenger: as 
Man, to bring us the glad Tidings. of Salva. 
tipn, "and to teach us an holy Religion, by 
which we might@brain it: So that he, who 
was made of conſtituted an Apoſtle and 
High; Prieſt, may alſo be ſaid to be made, be- 
cauſe both as an Ayoſile and Higb-Prieſt he 
was Alan, and was therefore made Man, 
tharhe might beianb. noms] d: be 
WM. haye now gone thro and examin d your 
Texts and your Teſtimonies; and, I hope, have 
ſhewn thatthe One are either notapplicableto 
your Purpoſe, or very ſhort of proving what 
du aim at: And for the other, Ian very ſorry 
I muſt ſay you have very groſsly corrupted 
your: Witneſſes: Such Evidenbens enough to 
pail even a.good;Gaule ; bub;T-muſt. own 
it id very proper: for a bad one, which: with 
ſuch only can, wittany Colour, be ſupport- 
ede Nevertheleſs you dog in a very pom- 
poũs Manner, ſum up your Evidence; but 
I cant be convinced by-1t-; fon your Pre- 
<miſſes do not warrant your Coucliſion, nor 
dong bt I do he carry.d about and toſa d to and 
Iro with every Wind of. Dotiring ly the 


Leb: 


— 
_ 
m—__ „ 


Ln 
Hebr: 13. Where after the Apoſtle had in 
the 8th Verſe told us, that Jeſus Chriſt wes: 
the ſame _ Tefterd ay, and to Day, and for. 
ever; he adds in the gth-Verſey. be not car- 
ried about with Itrange DeGrines; and Rom. 
xii. 17. he-prays us to beware f ibem, 
that cauſe Diviſions and Offences contraty. 
to the Doctrine we have learut. And indeed 
I wonder that the Proofs, which you have, 
produced, could pervert you from the Faith 
into which you were baptiz d: But the 
Spirit expre ſly ſpeaketh, that in the 77" . ie. 
Times ſome, ſhall depart fram the Faith ; and i. 
the laſt Verſe of the preceding Chapter tells 
us, what that Faith was, vi, The great, 
Myſtery of Godlineſs, God manifeſted in the 
Fleſb. But they who had their Denomina- 
tion from a Pretence of greater Knowledge 
and clearer Inſight into the Myſteries of the; 
Chriſtian Religion than others, Mere the 
Men, who moſt corrupted the Hoctrines- of 
it by their ſtrange Opinions; and the? 
were the unſtable who wreſted (or perverted, 2 pet. iii. 
or depravd ) the Scriptures, which furely = 1 

8 . . TREASON 

are profitable for Doctrine and Inſtruction : 2 Tim. w. 
And tis a terrible Threatning pronounced-i6. 
by David to the Adverſaries of Chriſt, and pg ix. 
repeated by St. Paul, Let their Eyes be dark-19. 
ned that they ſee not; and let that, . 9 
ſbould baue been fur their M. elfare, become 
a Stumbling: block, an Octaſion of their Fal- b. 
ling, and ts = 
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P. 9. 


Son; yet tis p 


[DE 


Ia ſtating the Texts and Teſtimonies on 


both Sides, you have begun with the Texts 


cited by Mr. Szaton, and have mention d 


moſt, but not all of them: And you have 


thought it a ſufficient Anſwer to inſert your 
Interpretation of the Terms, Eternal, Eter- 
nity, by the Words Age and the World, of 
Which I have already ſaid what occurr᷑ d to 
„ non Retr Act 01320 

' You have alſo, with a ſeeming Genero- 
fity, added ſome Teſtimonies from the Fa- 


thers, in which alſo you inſert your Con- 
ſtruction of Eternity, and very remarkably 


in the 8th and gth Pages your Author calls 
Chriſt's Generation @vapyer, Beginningleſs ; 


and you help us to underſtand, according 


to your Notion, but contrary to the Signi- 
fication of the Word , His Generation Only 


before the Beginning of the World. 


Ihen you ſum up all by ſayinſg, 
FM Theſ. Poſſuger out 7 Fulsbius, Ge. 
© bid the faireſl — a real Eternity of the 
ain from other ' Paſſages, 
that all of them were utterly againft a 


proper Eternity of the Son, as we ſhall 
ſee hereafter. © WONT SOIL AP | | 


"By which laſt Words J ſup ofe you N 


6 your Quotations on the other Side. Theſe 
T have examin'd, and will, with fome Con- 


ftid-nce, affirm, that you have by no Means 
ade good your Aſſertion; and fince you 
 -* © rheſe are the principal Original 
Texts 


12 Fee * 


— 


the incommunicable . N 


U 13 


Texts uni Teſtimonies which concern the 


important Subject before us, I might ven- 


ture to leave the Matter here, and ſay to 
vou, in your own Words, p. 37. If you wil 


 foberly review only your own Evidence; and 


ſtate it faivly ; without putting Words' into 
your Witneſſes Mouths, and make a juſt Con- 
ſiru@ion of your Quotation: T might ap- 
peal to you, - ſuppoſing you had no Biaſs, 
Whether you can in Conſcience perſiſt in the 
Opinion that our Saviour is but a Cxeature, 


fo contrary to the Original Chriſtian Religi- 


on? Nay, I will add, ſo contrary to all'the 
Predictions of the Prophets, the Interpre- 


tation of many Texts by the Learned eus 


themſelves, and the Expectation of the cu 
ib Nation of what their Meſſiah was to be, 
vis, the Word of God, the Son of God, God 
equal with the Father. And for this I have 


the Authority of your great Euſebius, 


which I have already cited, (whom you 


ſay none of the Learned will any more 


pretend that he was an Athanaſian; and 
therefore he can't be charg d by you - with 


Partiality to our Doctrine:) He fays, that 
the Hebrew Oracles ſtile him the Word of 


God, God of God, as we Chriſtians are 


taught to ſpeak of him; and for Proof 
quotes 9 out of Moſes and Da- 


vid, and that the Fews applied to him even 
ame Jehovah-:: And 1 
hope by further Evidence and full Proofs 
"TE Ha to 
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to make good the following Propoſitions, 


which comprehend what I haveda wh up- 
on this Subje M teller 


$ 7 4 BEET, 
| * . AJ 45 * 4 #3? 


b That ee the Old. Teſta 
ment, which were ſpoken as of God, were 


3! 7 1 A * ” 
193 114 


N 


interpreted by 77 Learned Jaws themſelves 


of the Word of God in the Hu Senſe; 


notwithſtanding, what you ſay, 5. 25. (with- 


out: producing, any Evidence fox it, 1911“ that 
© the ancient Chriſtians, neuer look. 10% 


them as true f the, Son him ſelf, hut 9 
the Fat ber only. Ke 


A yu! 


2. That the Peedickion- of ; the Meſſi ah 
make him to be Eternal God. 


That the Fews had this Notion. of 


their Meſſiab. \ 


4. That the Scriptures of the x ch Tor 


Sament Expreſly declare him to be o 


| Which when I have 3 po 1 ſhall 
free my ſelf from your Suſpicion which you 


inſinuate, that I have a Biaſs in this Que- 


ſtion, meaning, I preſume the Prejudice of 
Education; for which, indeed, I daily 
bleſs the good Providence of God, and 
hope by his Grace ſhall never caſt off that 


firſt, Faith, but rather be ſtrengthen d in it 


by that, Holy Spirit, which hath furniſh'd to 
me in the Scriptures, and enabled me in 
ſome. Mears. to Sire . Reaſons for 
It. 
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Tho T may ay, as in Cogtrevetſies at 
| Laws he that will ſue me for my:Poſſeſſion, 
mult firſt, make out his on Title, before 1 
need produee any Euidence for mine; | fo 
ſiace we are in Poſſeſſion of tliis Doctrine 
for Which 1 contend, and this oſſeſſlon has 
been for 1700 Mears, * till you have 
made appear the Truth of yours, by better 
Proofsathan you, haye hithe Ro-\Produced; n 
widch- yet you ſay are Bias beſt you. have; 
there can be no great Occaſion ; much leſs 
have you any Right to demand of me to 
confirm, by any Teſtimonies, our Confeſ- 
ſion of that Faith, on which Chriſt has 
founded his Church, againſt which the Cates 
off Hell:ſhall- not prevail.” 

„But before I proceed, I delle ire to ſay 
ſomething to the Claim you make to the p. 24: 
Septuagint: Verſion, from whence, you ſay, 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles ae Hee the 
Old Teſtament. W A od 

That their Quotations: were generally 
from the Septuagint Tranſlation, I do-not 
deny; much les will I deny. the Authority 
of that Tranſlation, eſpecially of thoſe Pla- 
ces referr d to in thoſe Quotations : But that 
their Quotations were always out of that 
Tranſlation, I belieye, when you think 
again, you will not ſo peremptorily aſſert, 
pry mand are e Inſtances | to "Wi. contra- 
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And you cannot deny, but that tis only 
2 \ Tron lation, and therefore cannot be more 
authentick than the Original Hebrew ; nay, 
as the Author of the Prologue to Ectleſraſli- 
cus ſays, © it muſt comp ſtore of ſome Words; 
* for the ſame things utter d in Hebrew; and 
* tranſlated into another Language, have 
© not t he ſame Force in them; and not only 

© theſe things, but the Law and the Pro- 
F pbets Cor Prophecies) baue no ſmall Dif 
o * ference when they are ſpoken in their own 

Language. And T will add, that there is 


one very material Word in Hebrew, which 


cannot be expreſs d by any Word in any 
other Language; and as there are Idioms in 
every Language, ſo the Tranſlation muſt be 


underſtood in that Senſe, in which the Ori- 
Final is taken; and tho our Saviour quoted 


the- Greek Verſion, yet he did not ſpeak in 
the Greek Tongue, and the Fete took what 


he faid, in the Senſe in which they under- 


ſtood their own Text, as will be manifeſt 
by and by : And the Apoſtles, who had the 
Gift of Tongues, delivered their Doctrines, 
which they receivd from him, in plain 
Words, ſuch as their Hearers underſtood, 
and as fully as the Myſteries of our Salva- 
tion could be expreſsd; and there may be 
very good Reaſon, why our Saviour and 
they chuſe to refer to the Sæptuaęint, to 


wit, becauſe the Greek was then the moſt 
common Language ; and which even the 


Fe 220.5 
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Jem chieheſebies) by their Diſperſion had 


learnt,” and many of them had obtain d the 
Name of Greeks or Helleniſts, and us d the 


eptuaginr Tranſlation ;- and ſince the Gen 


e World; as well as the Jews, were to be 
ame to the Faith in Chriſt, it was 
proper to refer them to the Writings of 


Moſes and the Prophets which teſtif d of John. 35, 


bim, in the Language which they under- 
ſtood. But ſurely this was not ſetting aſide 
the Hebrew Bible; for if the Scriptures 


were given by Inſpiration of God, and holy * ii. 
Men off God (pale as they were mov d by 16. 


the Holy Ghoſt; then ſurely thoſe who ori- 


ginally writ in Hebrew, were at leaſt as 


much inſpird as the LXXII Tranſlators of 


their Writings; nay, if the EXXII had 
been enabled by the Holy Spirit to tranſlate 


exactly and literally, yet if what was fo 
tranſlated was not. written by Inſpiration, 


the Tranſlation, tho' made by Inſpiration, - 
could not make it to be of Divine. Amhbori- : 


* 
92 do not 80 this, that I e to the 


leaſt Knowledge of 'the Hehrew Tongue; 
but T have learnt ſome things from Authors 


who did, which I may have had, and may 
have Occaſion to mention in What follows, 
And {0 I  procequl to my Propoſit tions. 


Firf, That many Paſſages in the Old 
Teſtament, which were ſpoken as of God, 
TOY 4 | Were 
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Gen. 28. If God will bewith Fil 


„ 4 os 


„„ 
were interpreted by the Learned e of 
the Was of or in Lebe Nr rde Senſe, 


T3) 211161 


Deut. 34. 4. id — — Arte Word 7 yo 


YA 41 Tord ſaid. + 
| Arab. Verſion.” | 
10. Whom the Na Deus allocutus -efi] Who knew the Word 
knew Face to Face. eum fine as of the Lord talks: 
ing with him. 
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Exo. 1 9. 3. Moſes went up unto| Ad Angelum Dei. Moſes went up into 
5 G 


od. And this is ſo in} ;\ the Preſence of the 
terpreted by 8. Word . 
1 2h Acts 7 1 
17.7. J will eftabliſh 11.ß1!üův!1ßłꝑk., 1 will eſtabliſh my 
Covenant between 2 | . Covenant between 
Me and Thee | „ os CN On Ware, and 
3 — 85 . T7 hee. . 


Cn 


wp $6 


| Chald. Paraph.: {| 
1 i the Word of the 

20, 21. me, then | ſhall the + 4 +». Me Lad bene 
Lord be my God. f ' | then the Word of 
„„ the Lord 28 be 


8 my God. 
| Chald. built 

Deu. 3 2.39. 7 am He, and there | Servus meusChriſtus The word if the 

Iſa. 43. 10. 0 A 17 beſides | quem elegi. Lord ſaid, I am 


PIO "6 


i 1.837 


T kill, &c. I He, whowas, and 

| | is, and is to come, 

oth 07 png got} 4 7 I and there is no 

ttt... ct;  '} other God beſides 
LO * 8 . | & A . | ; | 1 8 Nie. 1 I. . ono 
< 4 


And many more, which you | wil aud in 


Dr. Hammond's Comment on the New 


Teſtament, and in TEE” Patrick and 
nth, 2 
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EC: 109 9] 
of I find in Ezek. *þ 24. Ar the Voice of the 
I Almighty : This is omitted in the common 
- © Impreſſions: of the Septuagint Bible, but 
„e ought to be inſerted; for in the Polyglos 
Bible, I find it in the 3 Chaldee Pa- 
+ | faplraſe, Syriac and Arabict, Vocem Saddai, 
vs lat vocem omenifictentis , uocem Domini 
muaſi wocem Dei potentiſſimi ſufficientiflimi, 
„„ Theodoret: d WEE drs ond dt; and in 
be ſome! Copies,” . Provny 1 Jes ed d; 
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which. according. to the Septuag int is, ori | | 
as >&ys So that what in the: above: men: 0 
tiond Plates was. in the Original, God, and 14 


„ ſe remdred by the LXXII, but rendred as 
ad above, the-Worg..of. God; here- in this Paſ- 
age in, E Seb which. is in all the Eanguages 12 
be MW rendred God Almighiy, is according to the [| 
5 LXXI. the Voice Ne the AB the: W ord = 
be at Gods: ooh | 21188 : 24 
| Lpreſume it will not 5 dax 3 by | 
» the Angel of the Covenant, and the; Angel of 1 
n his P. luce, the Meſſiab was underſtood by 1 
rd the) Jams, and now alſo by all: Chriſtians: -;..., I 


1 S 


„Let us ſee then what is ſaid of this Angel. 
's he Angel of the Lord appeared unte Exod. TY | 
of Moſes in a A Fire out vf F The; Bi = 
| And in the 4th Verſe, he is ſtil 4 God - Kg, J. f 
1 8 Lord; ,): and in the bth Verſe he ſays, I am . iq 
4 Li God of Way. Falk, The God 2 Abra- Sac: . 
J Diet © 


ub, 05e bis Voice, for be will not par- 29, 2 


A PLIES WD 


- 115 "Bobold. 1 ſend: n (. my) Angel before Exo. xxiiz | 
| 


18 el 


dal 3307 a =_ 


von your: 8 or my Name is in 
him, that is, be 3s God: For my: Name im- 
plies and ſigniſies Eſſence, as Deut. 28. 58. 
That thou mayſt fear this glorious and fear- 
ful Name, the Lord thy God: And fo 
Pal. xx. 1. The Name ef the God of Facob 
defend thee, that is, God defend thee; for 
rhe Name of God was not like an Amulet or 
Charm, as ſome ſuperſtitious Fews uſed 
their Phylateries, to keep them from Hurt: 
And ſo:  expreſsly, Exod. iii. 13. "What is 
bis Name E v. 14. I am that I am: And fo 
4 our Saviour ſays, Fohn xiv. 11. I am in the 
if Father, and the Father in me; and who can 
it forgive Sins but God, Mask ii i. 7. 
v ddr. And Maimonides explains'this Text 2x þe 
it meant of the Prophet, Deut. xviii. 15. that 
ll Was to be raisd like unto Moſes ; and Ma- 
1 lachi calls him the Meſſenger of the Cyue- 
1 | nant, Chap. iii. . and St! Paid ſays, 1 Cor. x. 
x 9. and Heb. iii. 9. it Was Chrift, wy was 


i  rempredinthe Wilderneſs. - SY (Yr ECP 
Gen. xvii. Of the 'Angels which appeared to Vn 
Wo» ham, one was the Angel of the © Dovenant, 


| and he is all along ſtild the Lord; and in 
* 1 the rft N the NES render che ee; 
|| | r once go me th t IN 95 
— 14 3 Moſes, in Aer bo him who) b. 12. 

had ſaid, Thon haſt not let me know whom 
n thou it ſend with me ; Y and this is ren- 
Avas . dred by the LXXII, Ty ſelf vr will 


com go before thee. The 


— .  » ow- Reg Ip 


sF YT Ya 


L111 
Th e Angel of bis. Preſence | . them 
Irhis- che 18 render very elegantly, not 


bi. 9. 
Ou Te«- 
Tus u 


a Meſſenger, nor an Angel, but be 10 God) Ae. 


himſelf ſaved. them. 


How is it poſſible to interpret hi eſpe- 


1328 (or indeed ef of the foregoing 
Texts.) as of Bt Pei 


on repreſenting and 


perſonating the Father, (as you fay p. 25.) 


in ſpight of even * negative Words, nota. 


Meſſenger, not an Angel, but he Fimfelf. 


A aumes 
Leu ay 
186. 


I᷑ſball mention but one more, and that 


is Gen. xxii. The Command to Abraham to 
ſacriſice Iſaac was from Gad, v. 1. and 
v. II. The Angel of tbe Lord call d to him 
15 ** „ v. 12. ſgid, Lay not 

upon the Led; for nom I know 


72 25 75 God, "ſeeing that thou baſt 


not 2vith- Fon 5 vom Me: This muſt 


be the Ang i 0 "the 1 * for the not 


with- holding his Son from . Me, muſt be 


from bim Who, v. 1. gave him the Com- 


mand, and whom by ſo doing he ſhew'd 
that he fear d, vis. God; and u. 14. The 


Angel of the Lord call d to 7 a ſe- 


cand. time, and ſaid, By My ſelf have T 


ſworn, Cc. And the Apoſtle, Heb. vi. 13. 
gives the Reaſon of it, vis, becauſe he 


could ſwear by no greater than himſelf; 


and therefore be, this Angel of the Cove- 
nant, muſt be equal with the Supreme God: 


And, Fr Ae War. calls the Name of 


bt 2 + 8 # & + 17 ; — * - — 
* * 


that 
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5*the Name > of 1 the Süß reme it 
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Ye 
81 make-hifn 10. be Egg 1 EL, 4 IC T 
Aithat there is w th 


I think be are a 
God beside che Lor. T4 that he wil "not ſp 


Ifa. xlv. 5 \give his Gry tinto anotbeb 3 for Be W 
Ali e. 4s God, was no God Forma, either: A 

| 7 be e after me” I, even I ani the Lord, And be. w 

| abs 7 WS re . nb Sudiöur: If then 7 

00 


thew,” that the incommuniciht; Ne 15 of © 
18 given to the Meſſiab, *thiar he 4 Hd 5 th 
Lord, an God, and that che ti At- v 
Tributes of God are' prieficated 0 II b. 

5 Fall Elly make 85 r my voip 2 
tion. 9% SHAMS. nen 20x) Iz, IQAT ID v 

1 'Sotjie bf: the Texts "whithe Ih ver men. 0 
tiond under my Firft Head, are Mito Prof e 

of this Second; and bavigg had GcaHOH 2 

) mention Others in: this Lefter, and ſEve- 
1 8 been cited by Mr. SE e 
hete take. not but o ff ſore _ rc 301) 


Gen, i. 26. God Haid, Let us Nate on; e Fi 
2E. e this to. Typ tor thi 25 


Purpoſe =_ which I now GR it, and treats 
the Fews Anſwers to it very contem ptigyfſly, 
KL "oBſeri'd before; and Biſhop Palrict 
quotes "Epi banius for ſaying, INE this Was 
underlto⸗ ö by all the ancient Chriſtians to 
denote” a Plurality of Perſons in the Deity ; 
and that the es, who would evade it, do 
| JI | it 


henay- fan Maa} _ 


. 

it in a moſt ridiculous manner, and there- 
fore no Chriſtian ſhould imitate them; nor 
ſhould you contradict your Euſebius, and 


your own Quotation, p. 35. out of Irenæus- 


The fr/t fays in his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſt. p. 6. 
that the Words in this Text of Geneſis, were 
ſpoken to Chriſt; and the laſt fays they 
were ſpoken to the Son and Holy Spirit. 
And this Conſtruction of this Text is very 
well ſupported by St. John i. 3. All things 
were made by him, and without, him (Hl 
aus, ſeparately from him ) was not any 
thing made; therefore not as the Inſtrument 
whith the Father us d in creating all things; 


but as united with him in that Act of Om- 


nipotence; and therefore he was God equally 
with the Father, who wanted not the Help 
of a Creature to exert his Power, of to 
eaſe him; as of a Burden, in exerciſing it; 
and as it is faid, Rev. iv. 11. of Almighty 
God, Thou baſt created all things, and for 
thy Pleaſure they are and were created ; fo 
it is faid alſo of the Son; Col. i. 16. All 
things were created by him and for him. 


Say unto the Cities of Judah, Bebold your Ila xl. 9: 


God: The whole Context ſhews, that this 
was ſpoken of the Mefſiab ; as is alſo 


Thy Maker is thy Husband, the Lord of Ia, liv; 3 


Hoſts ig bis Name; and thy Meſſenger the 
Holy One of Iſrael, the God of che whole 
Earth ſhad he be called. © 


1 7 Ab- 


e — — 
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Exod.vi.3 ] appeared to Abraham. hi the: Name ! 


| of God Almighty ; hut by my Name Jehovah I © 
5 was I not known to him. 4 
ll || It is to be obſerv d, that Fehovah is Wl r 
| here, and in other Places of Scripture, ren- if / 
'F dred by the LXXII, W GA, the Lord; lo i 
W that where wwezcx, the Lord, is apply d in ii 


the Old Teſtament to the Mæſſiab, it ought I 


1 to be taken in the higheſt Senſe, or elſe the it 
1 ILXXIII ſhould have found ſome other Way f 
1 of expreſſing Fehovah, ſince there is no 
_ = one Word in any Language that comes up. IM ri 
Wi. to the full Signification of it; for it denotes n 
| | | the Eſſence of God, viz. that is, was, And 2 
1 1 to come; and is ſo peculiar to the Great Il L 
18 Goa, (as in Pſal. Ixxxiii. 18. whoſe Name t 
1 In the Sep- alone is Jehovah) that the Fews out of a 1 
i! "5 ſuperſtitious Reverence think it unlawful to 
F xverCr. | . | 
| it pronounce —— J. V 
iſ; But this holy Name is apply'd- to the 1 
1 Me ſſiab, and therefore he muſt be Gad. IM t! 
| | | | | Jer. xxiii. This is his Name by which he ſballi be cal- 1 


Wil 5. led, The Lord, or Jehovah, our Righteouſ- 
li Ter 7 neſs: In the Septuægint tis, Joſedæc amon 
pete ag BOS © e Septuagint tis, Jaſedec among 
3 e the Prophets. This cannot be properly a t 
le, Name, for it is not given to the Mæſſiaß in Bl C 
eu & ni; the Old or New Teſtament ; fo it muſt be 
2&7. underſtood according to the Signification of 
the Word, as Immanuel, in St. Matt. i. and t! 
Iſa. vii. 14. was not literally the Name of Nh 
our Saviour, but to denote what he was, v 
God with us; and in like manner, as 7e- 


hovah, 
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Uns 
> | hovab, to avoid pronduncing the Word it 
ſelf, was ſometimes pronounced tz and Se- 
ee, ſignifying, in Hebrew, Fuſtice or Rigb- 
s MW teonuſneſs; fward\s is as much as to ſay, Je- 
bovab our Righteouſneſs. 
0 And ſo he is again ſtild, The Lord (and ſer. xili. 
nia the Margin, Jehovab) our Righteouſneſs. . 
t This is left out of the Septuagint, as is all 
e. —_ Chapter from the 13th Verſe exclu- 
o In theſe Chapters he is alſo. calld, The 
p. WM righteous Branob, the Branch of Righteouſ- 
2s neſe; which in the Septuagint is avaman, 
d as alſo in Luke i. 78. and rendred, The 
zt Day-ſpring; ſuitable whereunto they alſo 
n 8 tranſlate, Iſa. iv, 2. (which in our Bibles is, 
a be Branch of the Lord ſhall be beautiful 
to: ¶ and glorious ) H / ιν,ji , ſpall ſhine: And 
bwhat this Branch, or Day-ſpring was, the 
he LXXII tell us, vis. God; for the Words in 
dkeir Tranſlation are, 627pugays 5 Gre, God 
ng : Thirdly, The Fews had this Notion of 
a their Meſſiah, That he was to be the Son of 
in God, and, as ſuch, equal with Goc. Wo 
be Now if the Prophecies' amount to this, — 
of (as they do) then I might conclude, that 1 
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nd they who believ'd their Prophets, muſt 
of have had this Notion: But it will appear 
as, very plainly Fact; for 


2 Pons I 2 When 


0 116 1 
When the High prieſt had ſolemnly. ad- 


jur'd our Saviour, Matt. xxvi. 63. Tell us 
whether thou be the Chriſt the Son of God? 


This very Queſtion implies, that they ex- 


pected the Son v 8 God to be their Chriſt, or 
Biff ab ; but further, he anſwer'd, Thou 
_ baſt ſaid, or St. Mark relates it, c. xiv. 61. 
Jam; hereafter ye ſhall ſee the Son of Man 
f itting on the Right Hand uf Power, &c. 
(that is, judging the World, as he ſays, 
Matt. Ixi. 2x. and Ch. xxiv. 367 3x. which 
was underſtood by the Jews: to be the Of- 
fice of the Son of God, as is plain by 
Lnke xxii. 69, 70. for upon his ſaying, 
Hereafter ſhall the Son of Man: fit on the 
Right Hand of the Power F God: Then 
ſaid all, Art thou then the Son of God? 
Upon this Anſwer. of our Saviour, the High 
Prieſt cries out, He hath ſpoken Blaſphemy ; 
Which could not be, unleſs. what he had 
ſaid were an Aſſertion of his being God; 
and the Fews told Pilate, Fobn xix. 17. 
We have a Law, and by that Law be ought 
to die, becauſe' be eu" himſelf the Son of 
God, i. e. God, or elſe they had no fuch 
Law. 
_ The oed Queſtion of the High 
Prieſt ſhews, as I have faid, the Opinion 


they had of their Meſſiah ; which is yet 


plainer, as it is related by St. Luke, Ch. xxii. 
67. where the Queſtion is put ſingly, Art 


mw the Chriſt? And upon our Saviours 


5 ä Anſwer 


Rif 


— 


ere 


A & 


. 


J dr 8. cs 
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Anſwer, they make the Inference by their 


Seren Queſtion, Art cou, then tbe Son of 
2 
And that they atderſiood that the Son'of 
Gol was God equal to God, is plain by 
John v. 18. The: Jews ſought to kill him, 
:auſe he ſaid, God was his Father, 
making bimſelf. equal with God. And lo 
again, John x. 30, 33. he calling God his 


Father, they would have ſtoned him, be- 


cauſe tho W a” Man makeſt thy ſelf 
God. 

So John i 1. 45. When Philip had told Na- 
thanael, that he had found him of whom 
Moſes and the Prophets had wrote, and 


Nathanael being convinced of it, cries out, 


Thou art the Son of Gd. 
And ſo ſaid Martha, Fobn xi. 27. Thou 
* art Chriſt the Son of God, which ſhould 
come into the World. 

And ſo ſaid St. Peter, Matt. xvi. . 16. and 
John vi. 69. Thou art Chriſt the Son of 
the Living God. Upon which our Saviour 
commands them, at the 2ath ver. to tell no 
Man that he was Jeſus the Chriſt, or Meæſſiab; 
which ſhews that the Son of God and Meſ- 


fab, were Characters (in the Opinion of 


the Fewws, from the higheſt to the loweſt.) 
denoting the ſame Perſon under different 
Reſpects, which our Saviour thus confirms ; ; 
and further, he tells Peter, 1ſt, that it was 
* bis Father, which is in Heaven, obo had 

13 reveal d 


| 118 J Fay 
* reveal d this to bim; and 2dly, That up- 
© on this Rock, (viz. this Confeſſion of 
Faith) he would build his Church, and 
* the Gates of Hell ſpall not prevail againſt 
5 ir. And therefore let them, who deny 
this Faith, take care that they are not un- 
dermining this Rock, this Church of God, 
and Chriſtianity it ſelf, againſt which all the 
Powers of Darkneſs ſball not prevail, leſt 
they be found to fight againſt God. And 
further, as our Saviour ſays, John viii. 24. 
If ye believe not that J am he, (or Jam) 


WW ſhall die in your Sins: A dreadful Threat- 


ning, and ſhould: be confidered by every 
Man JJV 


The very Objections 'which the Few: 
made to our Saviour, imply this their Opi- 
nion of the Meſſigh : For, ſay they, John 
Vii. 27. When Chriſt cometh, no Man know: 
eth whence he is; that is, in the Words of 
Iſa. liii. 8. Who can declare his Generation? 
Which is ſpoke of the Mz/fiab. And io, 
Ads viii.33. Philip expounds it to the Eunuch: 
And that both Iſaiah and the Fews meant 
his Generation, as he was the Son of God. 
is plain, becauſe as the Meſſiah was the Son 
of Man, they did know that he was to be 
the Son of David, ver. 42. of this Chapter, 


Eco Hit. and Mart. xxii. 42. And thus Euſebius un- 


( 2. | l ; - ; Fa w—_ 1 
daerſtands and applies this Text to his Gene- 
ration, which zo Words can expreſs. 


Again, 


L 119 
Again, John xii. 34. We baue beard out 
of aur Law, that Chriſt abideth for ever; 


alluding to .Pſal. ex. 4. Thou art a Prieſt 


for ever after the Order of Melchiſedec; 


© is. certainly without the leaſt Pretence of a 


proper Eternity. Surely this Text ſhews 


at leaſt his Eternal Duration, as the afore- 


Beginning of Days does not mean this, 


then having no End of Life does not ſigni- 
fy his Everlaſting Duration: And as by 
your Expreſſion, Earlieſt Origin, you mean 


that our. Saviour had. a Beginning ; fo that 
of his lateſt Duration ſeems to imply, that 
he is to have an End, tho you dare not in 
Terms fay ſo. But what could the Apoſtle 


Melchiſedec, that he might be a Type of 
him, is repreſented as one, of whoſe De- 


1 14 ſcent 


which, by the way, ſhews their Conſtruction 
of this Text; for it was objected by the 
Jewr to our Saviour for ſaying, that the 
Son of Man muſt be lift up: Tho you fay, 
| _ tho: © 2 ig ſaid wy have neither 
* -Deginning of Days, nor End of Life, when 
he ig LD as 4 To of) Obſt: 
© earlieft Origin and lateſt Duration; yet this 


P. 25. 


mention d Text, John vii. 27. and having 
no Beginning of Days, ſhews his Eternal 
Generation and Exiſtence ; and if having no 


mean by adding to that Text, But mad? cb. vii. z. 
i Hike to the Son of God, fave only that as 

the Son of God had neither Beginning nor 

End, which is properly being Eternal? So 


2 — — —— 1 _— - 2 - 47 * 1 
1 8 — — 
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out 


—— 

fcent or Pedigree, which was his Beginning, 
and of whoſe Death or End, no Account 
was given in Scripture, or could be given. 


It is no Objection to what J have ſaid up- 


| : * 2 
Plz]. xlvi. 


* 


——1 i. ; 8. 


Sets i. 6. 


on this Head, That the ems expected their 
Meffiah ſhould eſtabliſh a Temporal King- 
dom in this World: For the greater he was, 
the more capable he was of doing it; and 
they (ho had at firſt been under a Theo- 
cracy, which, by their deſiring a King, they 
rejected, and which was the Foundation of 
their Sin in asking one) haped to be again 
reſtored to that happy State under the irre- 
ſiſtible Power of the Ward af God, who 


was to ſubdue ail Nations under his Feet, 


and to haue the Heat ben for bis Inheritance, 


and the utmoſt Parts of the Earth for his 
Poſſeſſion. And even ſome Chriſtians, the 
Millenarians, by mifinterpreting ſome Texts 
of Scripture, expected our Saviour to reign 
with his Saints 1000 Years upon Earth; 
and the very Apoſtles themſelves, who had 
fully acknowledgd his Divinity, had yet 
Thoughts and Hopes of an Earthly King- 
dom even jult before his Aſcenſion, Wile thou 


at this Time refiore again, the Kingdom of 


iſrael. 


Fourthhy, The Scriptures of the New 
Teſtament expreſsly declare our Saviour to 
be God in the bigheſt Senſe. 


The 


* * ** 


[ras 
The Texts which I have already cited in 
oa Letter do abundantly ſhew this Truth; 
and this is fo large a Field, that I will not 
pretend to mention them all; but ſome 1 
will add, to aſſert and make good my Pro- 
poſition. 
Matt. 1 23. An Angel from Heaven tells j 
Joſeph, rh his Name ſhall be call d Im- | i 
* manuel, which being interpreted,. is God 
with us, as had been foretold by Iſaiah, „ 
Chap. vii. 14. ; 
Luke ii. 11, &'c. © A Multitude of An els | j 
declare him to the Shepherds to be Chriſt 
the Lord, 
| Twice was this confirm'd by a Voice from þ 
God himſelf, that This is my beloved Son, A 
Matt. iii. 16, 17. and Ch. xvii.- 5. in which 4 
laſt there is added a Command to the Three 1 
Apoſtles, Hear ye him. | 
Let us therefore hear what he ſays of Dearavin; 
himſelf, for they are the Words of no leſs 18. 
than Almighty God, and what thoſe Apoſtles ! * 
inſtructed from Heaven and taught of God, * 
do ſay of him. 
; John iv. 26. He tells the Woman 4 Sa 
maria, that he is the Meſſiah. | 
John ix. 35. And ta the blind Man, chat 
he is the Son of God. | 
» Fobn viii. 12. And to the Jeuo, that he 
is the Light of the World, as is laid of God, 
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Jobn vi. 38. T an he Came. due from 
Heaven: . 

Jubn ti 33. That he cid Life ” th 
World. - 

Fohn "ey 28. 1 155 he: came finth fron 
15 Father, Ne. 

And how the Diſaiples: underſtood! this 


plain by their Anſwer, vis. 


Jobn xvi. 19. Lo now chan.) ee 
plainly, now we are ſure that. Thou: e 
all things : And 

© Fob xvi. 30. We believe cler rhou  cameſ 
forth f rom God. 

L — already mention d his Adketions 
of his o Divinity before the High Prieſt in 


ſuch Terms, as would be Oy to wy 


but the Great God. An 
John viii 24. If ye believe not chat 1. am, 


Je {hall dye in your Sins. 


18. When' you have 75 1 the Son 


of Man, ye ſtall know that I am. 


ee (In expreſs aſſertory Terms) 
fore Abrabam was, I am. 
This is the peculiar Name by which God 


declar d himſelf to Moſes, Exod. iii. 14. 
| and 15 repeated by God, Detit. XXSil. 39. | 


And thele Expreſſions of our Saviour are 
the very fame that Almighty God uſes, 
Fa. xliii. 10. that je may know and believe 


me, and -rnderfland that I ame Before me 
there was no God for, neitber ſball there 
| be = mie. 


Joby 


om 


_—_ 2-1 

Jobn x. 24. When the Fews complaining, Ti! MN 

fa, "How long doeft thou make us to — 5 _ 

(or, as in the Margin of 'our 'Bibles, bold Lift up our 
us in Suſpence ? ) if Thou be Chriſt , tell us dn, al. 
plainly ; and he does, v. 30. J and my Fa Zatime 
ther are one, i; not one Perſon, birt _ 
in Efence.. And ſo the Jes underſtood "he Meſſi 
him; imputing therefore to him Blaſphemy, 15 3 
and taking up Stones to fone” him for it. 

Nevertheles I may, perhaps, be —4 
Two Things, That this is Wide pretsd One 
in Power; and that when the Jews under- 
ſtood by it, v. 33. that he made himſelf 
God; our Saviour, v. 34, Oc. makes, as 
it were, an Excuſe for that Expreſſion, ſay- 
ing, Is it not written, 1 babe Jaid Je are 
| Gods, ec. 

Now, if it bet to be undlerſteoc One in 
Power, (tho the Fews took it others.) I 
it will neceffarily follow , that he is One in 
Eſſence too. For what are the Works, which 
are there mention d, and which he did in 
his Fathers Name, and which teſtify d of 
him, v. 25. no leſs than v. 28. I give unto 
them Eternal Life; which ſurely God only 
can do; for though our Saviour is appointed 
to judge the World, yer, as a Judge, he 
cant be ſaid to give: Eternal Life is the 
_ Gift of God, Rom. vi. 23. 

Beſides, if he be One in Power, he muſt 
be Omnipotent, which of all the divine eſ- 
ſential Attributes, does moſt denote God; 4 

an 
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and there cant be Two-Qwnipotents diſtinct 
n Eflence, any more than TWMWO Gods. > | 
And as to the Excuſe; it may be ſaid to 


be an Anſwer ad hominem, with a juſt Re- 
proof of them; but he did not reſt there, 


for v. 37, 38. he adds, V do not the 


. Works of my Father believe, me not; but if I 


8 i do, tho ye believe not Me, believe the Works, 


that ye may know and belizve that the Father 
2 in me, and I in Him: And that the Fewws 
did, certainly then, underſtand that he 


made himſelf God, the following Verſe 


ſnews, for they again ſought to take him, as 
at firſt they attempted, 79 ſtone him, 
And c. xxii. 45. He that ſeeth me, ſeeth 
him that ſent me; and c. xiv. 7. If ye bad 
known me, ye ſhould have known my Father 
alſo, and from henceforth ye have known 
and ſeen him: And repeats it again to Phi- 
lip „ reproaching him for asking him to 
ſhew them the Father, ſaying, Have T been 
fo long with vou, and yet haſt thou not known 
mes He that hath ſeen me hath ſeen the 
Father, and bow. ſayeſt thou then, Shew us 
J ®. } ORE OT | 
_ Surely, therefore, I may ſay, as our Sa- 
viour concludes the Account he ſends of 
himſelf to Fobn Baptiſt, Matt. xi. 6. Bleſ- 
ſed is he whoſcever ſhall not be offended in 
me; for as the Apoſtle ſays, 2 Cor. iv. v. 3, 


4 if 
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4 \If our Goſpel be hid, it is bid ro (or in, 
& if &2))\tþem that are loſt, which Expreſſion, in, 
I ſeems to intimate that it muſt be wilful Ig- 
o norance; ſo glorious (as he adds) is the 
S* Light iti een Juin W een 
e; might add what he did in his o Name 
4 as a further Evidence of his Divinity, viz. 


e Forgiving of Sins; giving the Holy. 
I | Ghoſt; working ſuch Miracles as never were l 
55 wrought before, vis. in his amn Name, and | 
r giving to others Power to do the like and |. 
5 greater in bis Name ; riſing or raiſing him- I 
2 ſelf from the dead; receiving divine Nor-. 
. ſip, ſuch: as is due to God alone: All whick | 
are aſſerted of and by him, as is evident by 
plain Texts of Scripture., which J do not ö 
quote, becauſe I believe they are known to [ 
you, and cannot be deny e. -:- 
| So that for the Divinity of our Saviour, 1 


we have had the Teſtimony of God the Fa- 
ther, who will not give bis Glory to another, 
and is the God of Truth, and cannot lye; and 
of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf the Son of God, a 
Teacher of Righteouſneſs, who would not 
be even a good Man if he taught a falſe and 
blaſphemous Doctrine. I ſhall now proceed 
to give you the Teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt, 
the Spirit of Truth, by viſible Actions, and 
by ſpeaking in the Apoſtles, who have left 
us this Doctrine upon Record in their Wri- 
tings: And then I may conclude, as St. 
Jobs fays, 1 Fobn v. 10. He that believeth 
"LOTS | not 


* 


* 
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 belicunth: not. on Record that Gol Lave of his ; 


* God deſcending upon him like a Dove, 
, He, who ſent him to baptize , ſaid, 
Upan w whom thou fhalt ſee the Spirit defeend- 
and remaining on him, the ſame is he, 
which baptizeth with the Holy Ghoſt"; and 


_ bare * that This is the Son. =p 


x Cor. x11, 


is the Lord but by the Holy 
all the 7 were fled with the Holy 
W Ghoſt, and had the Advantage of attending 
John xx. of being Eye-witneſſes of his Majeſty, and 
21. Xxi. 25. to have ſeen and beard many Things, 
which are not recorded in the Goſpels, and 
Luk. xxiv. to have had the Seriptures expounded to them 
= 7 by Chriſt himſelf: after his Reſurrection, 
| Luk. iv. 10. and that it was 
As ix. —. Myfteries of the Kingdom'of* Heaven ; and 
that St. Paul, in particular, was in a mira- 
culous Manner taught by Chriſt from Hea- 
Tim. i. 1. ven, and was an Apoſtle not of Men, nei- 
Gal.i. 1, cher by Man, bur by Jeſus Chriſt, and God 
the Father. Surely the Teſtimony: of ſuch 
Witneſſes is much more valuable than thoſe 
which you have produced, tho you had 
never fo faithfully 
what your Authors fay. For thoſe = _ 
eſtt- 


. not God, bath made him a Liar, becauſe he 


J ohin i. 42, b John Bapriff ſaw . 


And as mo * can ** chen eis Chriſt 
Ghoſt, and bat 


him from the beginning of his Miniſtry, and 


given to them to know the 


and fairly repreſented 
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Teſtimonies of the Holy Gboſt, which ſpake 
in them; and what they writ, St. John d. xx. 
31. ſays, was for this Purpaſe, that ye may 
ern the Chriſt, the Son 
G TE TORIES 5 20183 SA BE z 28 117 5114 
Cal.i. 19. It pleas d the Father that in 
him ſhould all Fulneſs dee (or all Fulneſs 
was pleas d to dwell in him) even all the 
Saviour bad ſaid, John 14. 10. The Father wo 
that dwelleth in me; not by a Communicati- | ohn ir. 
on of the Holy Spirit, as God may be ſaid 
to have dwelt in the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
and indeed in every good Man, whoſe Bo- 1 Cor. vi. 
dies are the Temples of God; for God gave 79. .. 
not the Spirit by Meaſure to him; nor much — 26 
leſs in Clouds and Ceremonies, as the Glory 
of God between the Cherubims term d, She- God w. 
china, the Habitation or Dwelling of God, 4nriq. p- 
but eſſentialy. But having mention d and ©* 
ſaid ſomething of this Text before, when I 
conſider d your Quotation of the 1 5th Verſe 
of this Chapter, this may ſuffice. | 
John i. 14. We beheld the Glory, as of 
the only-begotten f the Father: Which 
Phraſe is often repeated in Scripture, and 
muſt ſignify more than that Chrift was, as 
truly others are the Sons of God, as being 
created by him; tho you make created and 
begotten equivalent Expreſſions; and if they 
were, he could not be call'd, the only-be- 
gotten: Which Word Only ſufficiently di- 
e ſtinguiſnes 


. —— ia Cn 
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bath given us an Un 
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ſtinguiſnes and denotes him emphatically 
the Son, as is ſaid by St. Paul, Hebr. i. 2. 
God hath ſpoken to us, e vi, By the Son; 
The Son by eternal Generation and equal to 
the Father; as I have ſhewn already by the 
Scriptures; and by ſeveral Quotations out of 
the Authors you rely upon. © © 
2 Pet: iii. 12. Looking for the coming of 
the Day of God. That this was ſpoken of 
the Day of Judgment; and that the Day of 


G 


Judgment is in Scripture call d the Day of 


the Lord FJeſus, is manifeſt both by the 
other Parts of this Chapter, and ſeveral 


other Places : And here St. Peter expreſsly 


ſtiles him God; and ſo does St. Paul, 1 Tim. 


Ut. 16. God manifeſted in the Fleſh ; and 


Tit. ii. x0. God our Saviour; and v. 13. the 
great God and our Saviour : x John v. 10. 
We know that the Son of God 7s come, and 
erſtanding, that we 
may know him that is true ; and we are in 
him that is true, even in his Son Feſus 
4 This (Sr, this Perſon) is the true 
God. 1 5 
J have in a former Part of this Letter 
mention d, Heby. i. 3. There is another 
Text, Phil. ii. 6. of the like Import ; but 
more plain and expreſs , as I have before 
alſo obſerv'd : Chriſt Feſus, vs being in 
the Form of God thought it not Robbery (a 
taking to himſelf what did not belong to him; 
| N ; 609 
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or he had no right to) to be equal with God, 
i. e. God: Now being in the Form of God 
cannot, as I ſaid before of the Image of his 
Perſon, be underſtood as if he were only a 
Repreſentation of God, and that he was not. 
really and truly God, as is plain by the fol- 


lowing Words ; He took upon him the Form 1120 
of a Servant, and was made in the Likeneſs 501 walt 
3 and being found in Faſhion as 4 u 


For it may as well be argued 
Rn the latter Words ( as ſome Hereticks 
have deny d his Humanity) that he was on- 
ly in Appearance, and not really a Man, as 
that from the Image or Form of God, he 
was not truly God and equal with God. 

Rom. i. 20. St. Paul makes the Creation 
of the World to be a full Evidence and 
Proof of the Eternal Power and Godhead ; 
and that the World was made by the Son of 
God, not niniſterialy, but as God, I have 
before obſerv'd, and will be ISL y plain by 
comparing together, 1 Cor. viii. 6. Rom. xi. 
36. Col. i. 16. John i. 3. | 

And here I muſt take notice of your un- 
fair Dealing, p. 6. where Col. ii. 9. is cited, 
The Pulneſs of the Godhead, you add, as if 
1t were another Reading or Meaning of that 
Expreſſion ( or Divine Power ; ) and you 
refer to this Text, Rom. i. 20. as if this 
Juſtify'd you for ſo doing: Tho in this 
Text the Word Godbead is us d as well as 


. 2 Which the Epithet Eternal is 
K add- 
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| added, which you changed to Divine ; as 
| | imagining, tho in vain, that it would bet- 
1 ter ſuit your Purpoſe. —- 
. Rom. ix. 5. Whoſe are the Fathers, of 
whom concerning the Fleſh Chriſt came, who 
is over all, God bleſſed for æver. Amen. 
3 Thus it is rendred in our Bibles, and fo by 
0 ( Novatian , c. 13, & 30. but you tran- 
| | ſlate it (in your Letter to the Biſhop of 
| London, p. 5.) The God over all be bleſſed 


— — — 


ſo render it; for neither the Context, nor 
the Apoſtle's Argument, nor the Greek () 
will warrant your ſo doing? For, 


| | * expreſs d his great Concern, even to a De- 
gree of wiſhing himſelf accurſed or ſeparated 
I from Chriſt, for his Brethren, his Kinſmen, 
a according to the Fleſh, left, as he ſays, c. iv. 
14. thro their Inſidelity the Promiſe to Abra- 
ham ſhould be made of none Effect: He pro- 
ceeds in a very Rhetorical Climax to ſet forth 
s the great Privileges and Advantages they 
| | had, as ſo many Arguments to them above 
= others, to embrace the Faith of Chriſt ; 
It ſaying, *Who are Iſraelites, to whom per- 
| taineth the Adoption, and the Glory, and 


ll. 


(b) Quorum Parres & ex quibus Chriftus ſecundum car- 
| nem, qui eſt ſuper omnia, Deus benedictus in ſæcula. 
| (*) ©Qy t aufg Y YE 616 Xergds x7! oN 6 & 63 mar 
Twy O 20 i705 tis 783 ald, wiv 8 
« the 


in | for ever, Amen. But I ask, Why did you 


St. Paul in the 2d and 3d Verſes having 


WW: SY 


as F the Covenant, and the giving of the Law, 
bet. Þ and the Service (or true Worſhip, Na Ipea) 
* of Gad, and the Promiſes ; whoſe are the 
of if Fathers, and of whom, as concerning the 
obo Fleſh, Chrift came, who is over all, God 
en. bleſſed for ever: That is, tho it was 
by great Honour to them, that he deriv d his 
an- human Nature from them; for he took on 
of him the Seed of Abrabam; yet as the 
Completion and Perfection of their Hap- 
pineſs and Dignity, He was over all, and 
no leſs than God bleſſed for ever. And this 
was the ſtrongeſt and a neceſſary Argument 
No induce them to a Belief in him, becauſe 
Ns they expected their Meſſiab ſhould be ſome- 
e, thing more than of the Stock of Abraham, 
ed Nor of the Lineage of David. And had the 
” Apoſtle ſtopp d at, of whom concerning the 
V. Hleſb Chrift came, the Argument had been 
no better than Abimelech's to perſuade the 
Men of Sichem to make him King ; I am Judg. ix a. 
th your Bone and your Fleſh : But when Chriſt 
ame ( as they ſaid John, vii. 27.) no Man 
Ve  nowerh whence he is; and therefore the 
' fate tells them, Tho, grande 20 the 
&@ eſo he came of your Fleſb, and is Man, 
d yer he is alſo 1 God; for with- 
out this Character of him, which they ex- 
pected their Meſſiah to have, they might 
have been apt to have ſaid, as they did be- 
fore they crucify d him, Is not this the Car- 
penter's Son ? And then theConcluſion would 
157 K 2 have 
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have been, as our Savibur ald, that the Cur 

mark vi. Prophet would not have been without oh 
45. nour, but among bis, own "Fin, and i in bi 
a Houſe, po] A 

This I take to be that plain 300 Savin 
Cooftrudtion of. the Apoſtle's Diſcourſe 

but you, to force your Interpretation, fi 
tranſpoſe the Words, and then” conſtru 

them ſo, a as good Grammar will not bear 

6 @y &n en Oed Vary ei eig 78g & D 

this, in the Letter and Order of the Word 

is, being over all God bleſſed*for ever : B- 

ing mult neceſſarily refer to, and agree witt 

what went before; viz. Chriſt ; and fo Te 

Contra tullian applies it ; and therefore you leave ou 
Fran. c. 3. ; Being, and ſuppoſe 2 * to be underſtool 
- To ſum up this Matter, tis very ob 
ſervable that the Apoſtle. ſpeaks: of our $4 

viour in the ſame Terms, as tlie Fews uk 

when they name God; for they generally 

De Hamm. add Bleſſed for ever, and the Bleſſed (alone 
5 without the Addition of God) denotes Al 
mighty God; as is evident by Mark xi 
r 

I John 15. 6041 is 1 ght; and this is Gai 
alſo of Chriſt, John i. 9. "by the ſame Apo 
ſtle; and our Saviour ſays it of himſelf; 
Fobn viii. 12. 1 am Ln 8 4 ” 
World. 


20. Dr 
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phich. i is', 
come. , 
But Mr. in 3 EVE) many Places 
of Scripture, in whichthe Things ſpoken of 
God, and which cannot be applied but to the 
mi ht God, are alſo predicated in the 
he Senſe of our Saviour; J ſhall ſay 
no more upon this Head, but only that our 1 
F-viour mult therefore be God, or elſe we 
muſt charge even the Scriptures with Bla. 4 
ſphemy. | 4 

I preſume you will not deny, and there- '1 
fore I need not quote Texts, that Faith in 4 
our Lord Feſus is made neceſſary to the 
Remiſſion of Sins, and eternal Salvation; 
that all the Miracles, which were wrought 
by the Apoſtles, even the giving the Holy 
Ghoſt, were effected thro Faith in his 
Name ; ; and well therefore might he require, 
John xiv. T. Te believe in God, believe alſo 
in ne. For ſurely theſe are ſuch Inſtances 
of his Godhead, that without it no Crea- 
ture-could require, nor any Creature pay 
om” to another. | 
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To Faith in him I muſt add Adoration 


and Worſhip, which Men and Angels too 
are commanded to p ND ME -"t 411 


It cannot be deny d, but that Prayers di. 


rected immediately and ultimately to him ate 
Acts of Divine Worſhip : St. Stephen did fo, 


Lord Feſus receive my Spirit: And the A 
poſtles not only pray d to him, but did it 
in the Form of Bleſſing in his Name, which 
in 27 Nations, in all Times Has been don: 
'only in the Name of ſuch Ä y eſteem 
Gods : And 2 Cor. xiii. 14. The Holy Ghif 
alſo is added (Which is the Form now ust 
in our Liturgy) and with great Reaſon ; for 
our Saviour Has commanded' them ro 50% 


xxvili.15, Li ge in the Name of the Father, and of th 


Son, and of the Holy Gbeſte And this k 
requires them to teach all Nations. And in 
St. Mark c. xvi. 16. there is added to thi 
Command, He that believeth, and is Ba- 
tix d, ſhall be ſaved ; but he that believe 


1 bt, ſhall be damned: And Verſe 20. the 


if this may, nay muſt, be done to Chri 
and to the Holy Ghoſt, and yet the One 


fore St. Paul, x Cor. i. v. 14, 15. thanks God 
that he baptizd none — left any ſhould (ay, 
that he baptiz'd in his own Name : Fol 


went forth and preachd, The Lord conf 


firming the Word (this 5 toit h Sign: 
or Miracles. Surely this is a full Evidence 
that all Three Perſons are God; and there 


Baptiſm is a Dedication of us to God. But 
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but 5 Creature, and the Other the Creature 
of that Creature, I know not how you will 
excuſe your ſelf from the Popiſh Superſtiti- 
on of addreſſing themſelves to Saints and 
Angels, and imploring of them their Pro- 
tection : Or even from Pagan Idolatry; for 


they had their tutelar Deities, which yet 
they did not eſteem their Supreme God : 
For let the Nature and Dignity of our Sa- 
viour be never ſo great and highly exalted, 
if he be leſs than God, we muſt ſay as the 
Angel did to St. Fobn , Rev. xxii. 9. See 
thou do it not, for I am thy Fellow-Ser- 
vant — worſhip God; for God himſelf has 


ſaid, He will not give his Glory to ano- 


ther. 1 ” 3 
I know not how you will avoid this Diffi- 
culty, but by adviſing your Proſelytes nat 


to baptize their Children, till the Time 


comes (which in your Poſtſcript to the Bi- 
ſhop of London, you fay you hope for) 
that there ſhall be a Reformation of our 
Doxology , for then the Form of Baptiſm 
may be alter d too; but in the mean Time 


to the Arian you add the Anabaptift ; and 


yet I believe moſt of them are ſo good Chri- 
ſtians, as not to receive you into their Com- 


munion. | 


I muſt not omit; 1 Fobn v. 7. There are 
Three that bear Record in Heaven, the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Gho#t ; and 


i. theſe Three are One. I know you have a 


K 4 yery 
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very ſhort Anſwer to this Text, that it was 
inſerted by ſuch as you now 1 Arhanafi lang. 
But this is a Point I ſhall leave to be ar- 
gued by Learned Men: Tis enough for me 
that T find this Text in my Bible; and that 
it was in this Epiſtle before the Time of 
Arius ; for St. Cyprian ( who liv'd about 


-rhe Middle of the Third Century ) f in Sylla- 


bles quotes it; and therefore tis incumbent 


on the Avians to prove it was inſerted ; and 
it requires ver plain and expreſs Prook 


ro deprive us c ſo long a Poſſeſſion. 

But it is aſtöniſhing, that you! -Qiculd 
p. 29. with ſo great Confidence perempto- 
rily aſſert, that no one "Perſon excepted 
- again oft the Word Created: till Athanaſius ; 
© 0+ any one rte that tb So ws un- 

© created: til be dlidl it: For your o Quo- 
tations convict you; at leaft the Authors 


yaul have directed me to, have furniſh'd me 
N ith many Iaſtances that confute you : 


And have you never ſeen Biſhop Buil's in- 
comparable Book ? Do you not know that 


Jour Learned Friend Dr. Clark rejects the 


Teſtimony of the Fathers? And does not 
Dr. Vaterland, in his admirable Tract, give 


the Reaſon for it, vis. © Becauſe be „ 


* they are again, him ? 


. Tis no leſs aſtoniſhing that wil ſhould | 
TEA to aſſert, that © for the Coeternity of 


© the Spirit, or even his equal Antiquity 
'C 


8 with the. Son, TE is not One proper and 
direct 


— 
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i 


\ 
> 


[2037] 


direct Teſtimony, Sacred or Primitive, that 


you know of, now extant in the Records of 


*' the Chriſtian Church, till long after the 
Council of Nice, in the latter Days of A- 
* thanaſius himſelf. + Experience re too 


much confirm'd the malicious Man's Rule, 
fortiter \ calumniare aliquid hærebit: And 
there can be no Reaſon for ſuch bold poſi- 
tive Aſſertions, but only the Hope that 
ſome unwary Men may be thereby induced 
to think there may be ſome little Truth in 


them: For Men may be deceivd into ſuch 
Opinions, tho no Arguments can be found 5 


ſufficient to convince them. 

For my Part, I think the Texts wa Te- 
e , which you have cited to prove 
the Holy Ghoſt created, made, and not 
eternal, (if the firſt were juſtly and truly 
interpreted, and the latter fairly fepreſcited) 
would be ſufficient: to confute Io" But I 
Thall ſhew, 1 | 


Fiſt That you have miſerably: ch] 
and miſrepreſented theſe Quotations ; as 
you have done the Authorities relating to 


the Son: And that theſe very Authors, 


whom you have taught me to conſult, do, 
in other Places, in moſt expreſs Words aſ- 
ſert the Divinity of the Holy Gboſt, as s Tally 


as we profeſs to believe it: 


And then prove the fame by plain Texts 
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Firſt, You cite Tertullian adverſus Pra x. 
dor Aaying, I ſuppaſe the Spirit is de- 
riud from no other Org in , than from the 
© Father by the Son: Tertullian 8 Words 
are, Quia Se non olunde pus man a 
Faun fur Filitem. 5 
Origin might have been omitted « in your 
Tranſlation, but that you thought it would 
ſeem to your Reader to imply a Creation. 
The moſt that can fairly be inferr d from 
thisPailage, is, that in Tertullian s Opinion 
the Prace/ſion of the Holy -Gboſt was from 
the Father, by; (d) not and () the Son, 
as the Doctrine of the Greek Fs ig is, and 
has formerly been the Subject of a great 
„Diſpute: But nevertheleſs, that this was 
not Tertullian Opinion, wall appear by what 
follows, p. 877. Tertins eſt Spiritus d Deo 
Filio: The e Third is the Spirit from God 
(the Father) and the Son. 
But to your Quotation, I further fay-: 
Tertullian was anſwering an Objection, 


p. 845. that Three Perſons in the Godhead deſtroy d 


the Monarchy of the Deity: Ne, * 
Tertullian, 2 for the Monarchy is to be 


(a) Everſio monarchiz illa eſt tibi incelligenda « chm alia 


Dominatio ſuæ conditionis & proprii ſtatus & per hoc 


æmula ſuperinducitur; cum alus Deus infertur ad verſus 
Creatorem, tunc male, cùm ,plures, ſecundum Valentinos & 
Prodicos Cæterùm qui Filium non aliunde deduco fed 
de ſubſtantia Patris Quomodo poſſum de fide deſtruere 
monarchiam. Hoc mihi & in Tertium gradum dictum 
ſir, quia Spiritum non aliunde puto quàm à Patre per 
Filium. | 


2 under- 


© underſtood to he then ſubverted, "when 
*, anorber Dominion f irs own Condition 
und proper Stare, and therefore emulous. 


i ſuperindiiced——when 'another God is 


 Þrought in, or there are many God. 
* But I, who deduce the Son, non aliunds, 
from no other than the Subſtance of the 
Fat her, how can I be faid to deſtroy the 
© Monarchy? And ſo it muſt be ſaid in the 
Third — — becauſe T think the Holy 
© Spirit is, non alitmmde, from no other than 
from the Father by the Son; as he had 


„Aid a little before, (*) How can God ſeem 


c to ſuffer any Dibiſon or Diſperſion in the 


Son and Holy Ghoſt, who hold the Second 
© and Third Rank Partakers ( Conſorts) of 


the Subſtance of the Futber; as he had 
ſaid, . 844. (againſt thoſe who believd God 


to be One, no otherwiſe than as if the fame 


HypoRtaſis or Perſon were Father, and Son, 
and Hoh Ghoſt ) (H) ©as if One might not 
©be Al in this way alfo, fo long as A are 


EE "IR 


— * 


(d) Quale eſt ut Deus divifionem a pati 
videatur in Filio & in Spiritu Sancto ſecundum & tertium 
ſortitis locum tam conſortibus ſubſtantiæ Patris. 


( ) Dum unicum Deum non alias putat credendum quam 
fi ipſum eundemq; & Patrem & Filium & Spiritum Sanctum 
dicat; quaſi non ſic quoq; unus ſit omnia, dum ex uno 
omnia per ſubſtantiæ ſc. Unitatem; & nihilominus cuſtod ia- 
tur 3;xorowic; ſacramentum quæ unitatem in Triniratem diſ- 
ponit, tres dirigens Patrem & Filium & Spiritum Sanctum, 
BY autem non ſtatu ſed gradu, nec ſubſtantia fed forma, 
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< of. One,. Kid the . of Subſtances 
© And, the. Divine Oeconomy diſpoſes this 
© Unity. into Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy 
5 © Ghoſt; Three, not tat). Condition; 
but Degree Cor Order; not in Subſtance, 
© but in - ng &c. Which; f., 85 3. here. 
Pears, ſpeaking of the Father and the Son, 
57 Dy not Timor Gods, but as Father and Son 
To; not by any Separation of Subſtance, 
© but, by Diſpaſition; for we, aſſert. the Son 
to be undivided and inſeparate fre m the 
Fa — And p. $474 Gy We (: 255 Son 
proceeds by Prolation from the Farben 
but is not ſeparated from him. The Far 
9 the 7s ede * 17 ON are e 
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Your 8 Out of. Origens Com: 
ment on St. Jahn, p. 56. is moſt ſtran 
repreſented; for upon the Text in St. hn, 
that all things were made by, nbe Word, he 
ſtates Three Opinions; riot that any of them 
were given as his own, but as'in the Perſon 
of others; and the Concluſion, which may 
ſeem to be his Opinion, a e Pn 
by Your Tranſhtion. _. 


, „ 


(9) Dii non' duo, ſed qua Pater & Filius duo, non ex 
ſeparatione ſubſtantiæ ſed ex diſpoſitione, ind ividuum & i in- 


ſeperatum Filium à Patre pronunciamus, 


(©) Prolatum dicimus F ilium à patre, fed. non ſeperatum, 
inſeperatos ab alterutro Patrem, Filium & Spiritum Sanctum 


. | BE 
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The irſt of theſe: Opinions is, that 
deer ſays that' the ly\ Spirit ig 7 
Ry 4 made, and alas bir Text in 
< Sr. John, muſt of -Neceſſity' allow, that he 
* was made by the Word, and hy Conſe- 
quence (here you? male a NM. B. . 
ord was more” ancient thun He. 
Now all this is certainly true, 56 — 
Holy Spirit be a Being made; but. this wants 
to be prov'd, nor is it Origen's Aſſertion; 
and the Conſequence, that, in that Caſe, 
the Word is more ancient than He, is alſo 


certain and obvious without your V. B. 


Which ſhews indeed your own Opinion, 

but not Origen s, tho perhaps you inſerted 

it to induce the Reader to think ſo. 
The Second Opinion is, That whoever 


< will not admit the Holy Spirit to be made : 


« 'by Chriſt,” muſt by Conſequence ſay! that be 
is Unbegotten, if he judges what is ſaid 
in (not the, as you render it generally, 
© but) this Goſpel: ( viz. this . in . 
— John) to he true. | | 

Here you ſtop, as it were, to give us 
our Choice of theſe Two Opinions; know- 
ing that tho we do aſſert that the Holy 
Spirit i is a neceſſary Efflux of the Deity, as 
proceeding from the Unbegotten Father, ( as 


AV 


we ſay the Son is alſo by being begotten of 
the Father) yet we do acknowledge that 


Unbegotten | is ſaid particularly of the Father, 


and, in Conſequence of this our Doctrine, 
A TIO 
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that ſince: we both ſhalt dic. 


. this — Opinion, ( unleſs you will 


change the Term, Unbegotten to Unmaae, 


as a prey alſo Egnifics.) we muſt ge 


with you in this 
But you have omitted the Third Opinion, 


which is of one who aſſerts, () That 


© there is no proper, peculiar Eſſence (ide 


© ey) win Wee deen on the 
_ © Father and the Son. 


If by Hias gay ſhould be meant no iind 


Perſonality, we ſhall both agree in reject- 


ing this Third Opinion, uk bo does Origen 
too. 
But if Alas goley e as I ** reu- 


dred it, Cand it properly ſigniſies) for 


Subſtance or Eſſence, then here the Conſub- 
famiality of the Holy Spirit is aſſerted : 
Then the Text, Matt. xii. 32. is cited, 
that Blaſphemy againſi the Son ſhall he for- 
— but againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not 
e forgiven ; as it is alſo cited in Pamphilus's 
Apology, p. 674. with this Expreſſion of 
Admiration, (8) 
e 1 of the Holy Mir. 
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Then 


*O, how great is the 


ſaid to be made 


| Word, the Holy Spirit 2s 


_ 
Then immediately after this Text in 
St. Matthew, follows the laſt Part of your 
Quotation, which for. the ſtrange Tranſla- 


tion and eine of it, 1 will ie fetdown in 
— Columns. 7 


I'S 


I your Tranflation. . 1 48 in the G AER. 
We who are perſuaded, . ( h) Wetherefore wh6 are 
that the Father, Son, and | perſuaded, that there are 
Holy Ghoſt are Three Sub- | Three Perſons,or Subſiſten- 
ſtances, and do believe | ces, Father, Son, and 
there 1s nothing unbegot- | Holy Ghoſt, and do be- 
ten but the Father; do ad- | heve that there is nothj) 
mit this Notion as agreea- unbegotten but the Father, 
ble to Piety and Truth, | or that is different from 
that when all things are | the Father; do admit as 


made by the Wor 

the moſt honourable, and. that the Holy Ghoſt is more 
Firſt in Order of thoſe | honourable than all things, 
Bemgs which the Father and, in Order or Station, 


made by aa | than all things made by the 


| um by Chriſt. 


Beſides other Faults in your Tranſlation, 
I muſt take notice that you turn Twwrzes 
into a Superlative, moſt honourable, in 
ſpight of your Grammar, and inſert Firſt 


in ſpight of your Author, in which it is 
not. | 4 
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The Import of this Paſſage. ſeems to be 
this: That there are Three diſtin. Perſons 
or Subiſſtences, (not Subſtances. ). wiz. The 
Far her, tbe Son, and the Holy Ghoſt; and 
tho it be true, that there is nothing unbe- 
gotten but the Father, and that all things 
were made by him; yet tis true too, that 
the Holy Gbaſt, who is One of thoſe Three 
Perſons, is more honourable, than all. Made 
or Created Beings, and is in Rank. and Sta- 
tion above or more honourable than all thin gs 
made. by the. Father by or thro Cbrift. 4 
But whatever doubt there may, be of 
Origen s Opinion or Expreſſions in this Paſ- 
ſage, the Account which Pamphilus gives of 
him 4 is full and clear, and ſets forth Origen 8 
Sentiments of the aal hit in Torgas.! in- 
ys = puta SITES 
e. Origen ſays, c he cold: not 


© find one Word in the Scriptures, by which 
© the Holy Ghoſt could be ſaid to be a Crea- 


ture; and yet, of all the Fathers, none 
were better, ſcarce ſo well, vers d in the 
Scriptures as Origen. . 

(YP. 764. He fays, © That Baptiſm w O05 
£ not compleat, but by the Authority 2 the 


(i) veruntamen uſq; ad præſens nullum ſermonem in 


Scripturis ſanctis invenire potuimus, per . Spiritus 


Sanus Creatura eſſe d iceretur. 

(Y Salurare baptiſmum non niſi excellentiſſimæ Triniti- 
tis authoritate ; i. e. Patris & Filij & Spirirus Sancti cogno- 
minatione compleatur, & innato Deo & unigenito eius Filo 
nomen quoq; Spiritüs Sancti copuletur. 
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of Trinity, that, iz 5 the naming F. gh Fa- 
then, Son, an Holy Get; and, particu 
5 larly, t hat tibe N _ the Holy j Ghoſt 
© muſt be join d with the\Father and Son. 
0 P. 765. He makes the Omniſcience of 
the Holy Spirit a Proof bf his Divinity; 
ſaying, That as the Father and the Son 
* know" the Beginnings und Ende ' of all 
things, ſu alſo does the Holy Spirit, which 
it is impoſſible fur Creature to do. 
I have in a former Place taken notice © 
your Quotation, p. 35. of Irenæus, that the 
Text in Geneſis, Let us make, & c. was ſpoke 
to the Holy Ghoſt, as well as to the Son; 
and you have alſo cited him for applying 
the 8th of the Proverbs to the Holy Spirit; 
and then, notwithſtanding your Notion of 
the Creation of the Holy Ghoſt by the San, 
if the Son was created the Beginning of his 
Ways, and the Holy Ghoſt was alſo: created 
the Beginning of his Ways, then there are 
Two Beginnings. ano e 
And tho I have alſo quoted Athenagoras 
before, I muſt once more mention what he 
fays,:v2S;'*/The Holy Gbo# is the Effiux of 
God flowing from and reflected back to 
© him; as the Rays of the Sun. Who then 
would not wonder, that they ſhould be 


92 
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(5) Sicut Pater novit initia omnium quæ fant. & fines fic 
& Fiſius fic & Spiritus Sanctus ſciat id, quod impoſſibile eit 
omni Creaturæ cognoſcere. OAT 
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© call d Arbeifts, who acknowledge God the 
* Father, God the Son, and the Holy Gho#, 
© ſhewing both their Power in 1 wits and 
Dit inction in Order.. 

And now ſurely 1 may venture to con- 
2 you, and ſay, that there are ſome 
2 and direct Primitive Teſtimonies for 

equal Antiquity of the Holy Gho# with 
the Son, nay, and for his Coeternity. For 
Athenagoras. and Treneus lived in the Second 
Century; Tertullian, Origen and Pamphilus 
in the Third, long before Arius brach d 
his Hereſy, or Athanaſius had Occaſion to 
aſſert our Faith in Oppoſition to it; ſo that 
vou muſt blot theſe out of your Catalogue, 
5. 29. of the Defenders of your Doctrine, 
and the reſt too, if your Quotations out of 
them be like theſe which I have examin d; 
and I have Right to conclude they are no 
better, till theſe are juſtify d to be true and 
bed 7 which I am confident 1 Is een to 
one. 


I ſhall now mien 1 of als 2 
| Teſtimonies, which the Scriptures afford 
US. - 

1. have already taken notice of the Form 
of Bleſſing in the Name of the Holy Ghoſt, 
as well as 75 the Father and of the Son; and 
that we are in like Manner to be baptiz d; 
and of the Inference Origen makes from the 
reti of the Holy Spirit. 77 41 
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Pal nays, 1 Chr o. ii. v. 10. The Spirit 


© ſearcheth' the deep e of God; and 
Sv. TI. | The Thing od knoweth no 
Man, but the Sprir of God. 

So x Cor. xii. St. Paul reckons up the ſe- 
veral Gifts of the Holy Spirit in the 7, 8, 9, 
10, IT Verſes; and 15 the 28th he aſcribes 
them all to God; atid as he ſays in the 4th 
Verſe, There ave Diverfities of Gifts, Ge 
+ the ſaitie: Spirit: So in che 4th and 5th 
Verſes he ſays, It is the ſue Lord, the 


* ſame God which *worketh all in all. 


Nom. ix. T. St. Paul calls the Holy bg 
to witneſs: This is, ſwearing by Him, which 


is appealing to him as knowing our Hearts, 
which God only does.” I rb Lord ſearch 
the Heart, I try the Reins , Jer. xvii. 10. 


And tis a Act of Adoration due only to 
: Almighty God; and therefore our Saviour 


forbids'us to ſwear even by Heaven, tho it 
be the Throne of God, Matt. v. 34. 


Aﬀs v. 3. St. Peter tells Anania , He 


bad lied to the Holy Ghoſt 5 and v. 4. he 
ys that by ſo doing he Had Bed unto Gall. 
Ack. ii. 2. The Holy Ghoſt ſuid, Sepo- 
rate me Barnabas and Saul; and v. 4. they 
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there ave 'Savted Teſtimonies alſo aſſercing 


the Godhead of the Holy Ghoſt. 
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And therefore let me expoſtulate with 
1 Raga; Why you never make him the direct 
Object ol any Doxology at all 2 For if he 
be Cod; if he beſtows upon us all other 
Gifts and Graces, by which we are enabled 
to do any Service to God, as is evident both 
by Sacred and Primitive Teſtimonies, all 
Acts of Adoration are due to him; and. 
- 8d bominem, J may ſay, you eſpecially ſhould | 
not deny this to him, becauſe in the Doxo- 
logies, Which you quote, you allow this 
A of Divine Worſhip to be paid to Chriſt, 
though you make him but a Creature; 
which, if but 2 Creature, ovght not to be 

paid to him. 

There can be no doubt, but chat the 
Deister in the Scripture 1 may be piouſly 
us d by any good Chriſtian; God forbid, 
that they ſhould be call'd. Arjan : But if 
they, who. deny the Divinity of the Lord 

Fe ſus Chriſt, 5 = of the Holy Ghoſt, uſe 
theſe Doxologies in Ohh =o to the Divi- 

-nity of Chriſt and the Holy Gboſt „ and as a 
Declaration of their Den Al of it, then they 

are Arians, or ſomething (I know not 

Letter t« What, for you call both 5 and Atha- 
ele naſians Hereticks) which is not. Chriſtian, 
2. +. . by wreſting and abuſing thoſe Scriptures to 
a Purpoſe very different from the Doctrine 
therein expreſsly aſſerted and delivered to 

us: The Dexil: War to our Saviour the 

* Scri- 


* ww > _ „ * 0 


WE Oo To Regt 


— .- e 


[ 149 ] 
Scripture exactly in Sy ables but in 1 the? * xci. 


Applicatiom and Uſe by m4 of | it, 520 _... 
ſtill a Devil, a Tempter, and a Liar,” as 


mien as from the Beginning. kv. 10. 


© Now whatever may be; that Sin again 
the Holy Ghoſt,” which our Saviour fays thall 
never be forgiven, ſurely denying that Holy 
mo rang this Third Perſon in the 
leſſed Trinity 50 a Creature, and that of a 


iſt an doing this deſpight to the Heb. x. 29. 


Spirit of Grace, "muſt moſt of all be a Sin 

ainſt Him And tho there be a Sin unto 

eat h, for which St. John will not ſay that 
we ſhall pray, yet in Charity I will hope 3 
you are not ſo hardned in it, but that you's. 
will find Place for Repentance , and a'Way et: ai. 
to change your Mind; and in order to it N gabe 
will {eek it earneſtly with Tears; ; and there- Tim. 
fore (tho you value not Anathema c, p. 41.) 
accept of my Prayers, that that Holy Ghoſt, 
that Paraclet , that Advocate, who maketh 
Interceſſion for us, with Groanings whith n i 
cannot be utter d, may give you his Grace 6. 
to ſee your Error , and to repair by a pub- 
lick Recantation 4 as much as in you lies) 
that Scandal, which you have given to all 
true Chriſtians by ſo imwarrented and 221 
Pbemoter 4 Doctrine. 

I ſhould now, according to your Method, 
ſum up the Evidence on both Sides; but 
when 1 conſider how few Texts of Scri- 
25 vou have cited, and how ſtrangely 

| L 3 you 
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yon have miſconflrued and mifupph'd them; 
and how you have manpled your Teſtimo- 
nies by leaving out and putting in whatſoe- 
ver ſuited your Purpoſe ; I may very juſtly 
ſay, as you do, p. 37. it is not neceſſary to 
divide them under Two Heads; for you 
may be ſaid to have made Evidence, but to 
have produced none: So that if renouncing 
your firſt Faith, into which you were 'bap- 
kebr.i, 6. tiz d, be 2 falling. away, and that be a cru - 
cifying the Son of God afreſþ, I doubt we 
cannot ſay for the fame Reaſon, for which 
our Saviour pray d for them, who actually 
__.. did crucify him, Farther » Forgive alen for 
rs then Know not what they do. 
n the other Hand, if the Texcs and 
Prropbecies in the Old Teſtament, which te- 
J on „ ſtify of the Meſſtab, and what he was to be; 
we ok if the Opinion and ExpeFation of the 
Fews founded thereupon be of any Value. 
If Revelations from Heaven, the Voice of 
God the Father beating Witneſs of him, 
the Holy Spirit of Tricth , the Aſſertiong of 
our Saviour himſelf; and the Writings of the 
inſpir d Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors, to the 
Time of Arius.are ſufficientEvidence of Truth, 
I Miracles, ſuch as no Man ever did, 
wrought by his o Power , and in his own 
Name, raiſing himſelf from the Dead, au- 
 thoritatively forgiving Sing, giving the Ho- 
ly Gboſt and eternal Life , receiving and re- 
quiring from aff Men Adoration, and Wor, | 
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ſoipy and Hynour, no leſs than what is paid 
to the Father, are as good Proofs of his 
Divinity, as they are of Omnigotency, which 
I take to be ſynonymous zm 


ns. © n 
Then the Author and Finiſber of our Faith 


the Lord Feſus is eternally God, the Gad of 
our Salvation; and we muſt with joyful 
Lips praiſe him, and ſay, Before thou badſt 
form d the Worlg, from everlaſting to everla- 
And noleſs.is the Holy Sp 
the Authorities and Proofs have been |but 
ſo little before mention d, that I need not 
repeat them. yok 935 


This is che Faith which has been deli. 


ver d to the Saints ; this has Dan ogy 
and taught for 300 Years. after Chriſt, (as 
the incomparable Biſhop Bull hath irrefra- 
gably prov'd ; ) This is what hath been con- 
fm d by their Miracles, and ſeal'd with 
their Blood; and alſo of their Succeſſors, in 
Oppoſition to Arivs and his Diſciples ; and 
1n-Spight of the Jeceref , and indeed more 
barbarous Perſecution than ever was ſuffer d 
under the moſt cruel and inhuman Heathens. 
This Seed of the Church. has brought forth 
Fruit for theſe 1300 Tears from that Time : 
In all which long Time have there been 
no learned, no pious, munbyaſs d Men 
in the Chriſtian Church, in no Part of 
the World, to reſcue our Holy Religi- 


on from the Errors, which you now im- 
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irit , for which 


Pſal. xc. 2. 
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pute toit? Were thy all dw all tlleſe A 
corrupt and become ahominable'?. Was chere 
none that would do ſo great good, no, not 
one ? This is a very heavy (think whether | 
it be not alſo a very arrogant) Charge: 
Think whether againſt ſuch a Qoud of. Mit- 
weſſes a Man may not be ſuſpected to be 
wie in hir own Cynceit; eſpeciallys ſince 
1 a one Apoſtle has told us, that -grievons 
v. 25, 30. Wolves will enter in, not ſpuring tbe Flock; 
(und ſuch ſurely the Arians have prov d, 

and even more oak firſt the Gnoſticks ) : 
2 Tir. And that Men ſhall ariſo, ſpeaking perverſe 
Rom. xiv. Things, to draw ate Diſciples * after 
1. rhem ſubh ab h Women, or Menu weak in 
| Taub: : and another: Apoftle has forètold. 
2 Pet. ii, thar: there ſhall be*falſs Teachers bo. ſhall 
1. _ Privily. (I wiſh I had no Oeccaſion now 
to add Openly) bring in damnable Here- 

Neve 4 Jam ſorry to 1 1 gh among 
them, as I muſt by — 
Which the ſame Apoſtle: __ of them, 
N * even _—— the Lora that webs 

* „ 1 24 0166 

And Malek that Holy Ghoſt „ who” was 
John xvi. (one from Heaven to lead and giüde us 
73. into all Truuh, and tb teach us all 2 
. 25) han taught you to deny himſelf; and that 
you can Evidence your Doctrine, as the 

Apoſtles did that, which they did, and we 
* | Protect, by the nuraculous Gifts of that 
eee conn 203 eee 


1 2 
-+ + >= A 
o 


[x33] | 
Holy Ghuſt, you muſt excuſe me, and Man- 

kind will — on rhenſelves from fub- 
mitting to your Aurhority and perempto- 

Y ill. grounded Aſſertions, in Contradi- 

ction of thoſe Apoſtles, who; we both 

agree, did write as ict Were moved ny 

rhe” Hoh Ggf. 2 ns 

And tho it be one great Bleſſing an and 
Privilege of the Kingdom of the Meſſi 

ah, foretold by the Prophet, and re- Jr. xxxi- 
peated by St. Pau, that all ſhall know 34 — yi, 
the Lord from the leaſt tothe "greateſt; 11. 1 
and the Scriptures were written for this 
Purpoſe, and are profitable for Inſtructi- 2 Tim i 
on; and are able to make us, and even e 
Children (for literally Timothy, to whom bt 
it is faid, had known them from 4 Child) 15. n 
miſe unto Salvation; yet they muſt be 
forbid to all Proteſtants, as well as Pa- 
piſts, who are not ſo learned and cun- 
ning Interpreters of them as your ſelf 

and your Friends, leſt they ſhould be 

led by them into that Faith and Vor- 

ſoip of their Fathers,” which Tou call He- * ex 
reſp.” Biſhop Kidder: mentions a fabulous © 


Story among the Fews, that when Al- "2 


mighty God dictated the firſt » Chapter 

of Geneſis to Moſes,” and came to the l 
26th Verſe, Let Us make Man; "Moſes. 7 
was. fartled, and prayd him to alter 
that Expreſſion „ left it might be inter- 
"9979 1 pus 
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I preted of 2 Plarality af Gods ; but was au 

11 ſwered, Write as I command you: So I fan- 

| 4 „„ ey if you had been the Amamienſis to; the 

I Apoſtles, you would have propos d to them 
| to alter thaſe ſacred ind inſpir d Writings, 
which ſo:expreſly aſſert the Divinity of the 
Son and Holy Ghoſt ; and they Would 

have anſwered you, as God did Maſes, or 
as St. Paul tells the Curiut hians in tha Cafe 

1 Cor. xi. of the Lord s- Supper, het I deliuer to un 

23 Treceibed of tbe Lord; and as he tells the 


N 


Ads xx. Tpheftans, I mut not fbun 10 declare un. 
V. 27. to you. all the Counſel of God . for there 
ver. 30. will: ariſe Men ſpeaking. perverſe. Things, 
x Cor. iti. &c. and other Foundation + can 0 Man 
iv lay; than what is laid, which is Feſus 
bi 85 . Chriſt. en ner 1560] DI} 27 7; 
e ö 


Heb. zi. 1. To conclude: Faith, ſays the Apoſtle, 
is the Evidence of Things not ſeen ,: not 
| to be judgd by our Senſe or ſhallow 
Wiſd.ix. Reaſoning grounded upon it: Hardly do 
WL we. gueſs aright at Things that. are upon 
* Earth, but the Things that are in Hea- 
urn. ven, who hath ſearched ont? For the 
| more thou ſearcheſt', the; more thou ſhalt 
1 marvel, at the infinite Wiſdom and Good- 
| neſs of God in vifiting his Creatures, 
ohn ii. till we come to ſee bim as he is, and to 
cr. it e An even as we are known. 
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1 pray God to enlighten your Eyes, 
Luk. xix; 


that you may know at leaſt in this 


your Day the Things which belong to you | 
Peace *- And God grant that we may meet Eh. i. 16 


in Communion with the Church of God 
here, and with the Saints hereafter : That 


beginning our Praiſes upon Ealth, 87 nay 


be admitted to join with the 
in eternal Alleluiabs, to the Glory of God 


hy. Ghoſt ; Ons God, Bleſſed for Ever, This 


is the fureſt Mark, I can give you, of Friend- 
ſhip; And that 
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HER are ſome” Things in your Let- 
1 2 a 


e eee ance. 
ter relating to this Controverſy, but 


not properly the Subject of. it, whieh I have 
not taken notice of in the foregeing Letter, 
tho they ſeem more particularly addreſs d 
to me than all the reſt ; and therefore 1 will 
now tell you what you may expect from me 
concerning them. | | | 
Lou wifh that I may be a happy Means 
of bringing all the Parts of our old genu- 
ine Chriſtianity to ſuch a fair, open and 
© zmpartial Examination, as you have pro- 
pos d3inni ing ana Ae wy 
If you mean, as you ought, that Me- 
thod, which in all Ages has been the Pra- 
ice of the Church in determining Contro- 
verſies, T heartily concur with you; and 


we have 1 "happy Canſtitution that Me- 
tho NAVI by Tac be Convocation 

is a Part of the Parliament, and as of Right 
it muſt be ſummon d with the Parliament; 
ſo that Summons will be rendred inſignifi- 
cant and nugatory , if they are not * 
i te 
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ted to ft and ac in taking Care vf that 


i 


Florſ of Chriſt, of '20hich the Holy Ghoft 
has made them Overſeers, and which the 
Laus of the Land have committed to 
them; eſpecially at a Time hen the Da- 
&rines of our moſt holy Faith and the A- 


in ſo open and inſolent a Manner... 


our Ghurcb, are ſo virulently attack d, and 


It Was the Advice of Mecænas to Augu- 
ſtus; never to ſuffer any Innovation in Reli- 
gion; becauſe the Peace of the State de- 
pended upon it: That Prince had Peace in 
all the World; but what Diſftarbances , 


what; Miſeries, Innovations in Religion have 


caus d in this Nation, the Hiſtory of the 
laſt; Age informs us ſufficiently; and how 
fatal the Feude and Animaſities, occaſion d 
by the Pretenders to Religion, in this may 
be, no Man can foretel, every good Man 
Nabe Ni dn ne An 
1 Now whatever ill Uſe has been made of 
the Text for ſuffering the Tares, which were 
ſown by the Enemy, to grow up, with the 


Wheat ; yet ſurely we are not to lay our 


ſelves to ſleep on purpoſe to give the Enemy 


an Opportunity to ſow. them. The 'Fews 


reckon they are forbid even by the-Law of 
Moſes to revile the Gods of other- Nations, 


which were no Gods: But that the Son of 


Gad, whom we, and all Chriſtendom, adore 
as the God of our Salvation, ſhould be 77 
* 9 | Ul ; b 


poftolical. Inflitution' of the Government of 


4 
TY = SS © 
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vil u, trembled on, . pus to open Shame 
by choſeof of our own Nation, in Contempt 
of the Laws of the Land as well as of 
God, uncontrould, without any Animad- 
werſion, without givin g the proper 'Cham- 
of our Faith an Opportunity to re- 

e and: reclaim them from their Errors, is 
ſo unaccountable a Proceeding both in Pru- 
dence and Religion, that I will hope a ſpee- - 
555 Remedy will be apply d to it; and that 
oſe, who are in Authority, will free them- 
ſelves not only from the Suſpicion, but from 
the real Guilt too of being Partalert of 
other Men's Sint; for, qui non probibet, 


chm poteſt, juber : And therefore that they 


_ 


will adviſe his Majeſty to give the Fathers 
and Paftors' of our Church leave to ſpeak 
for themſelves , and indeed for the King - 

For Defender of the Faith is not an empty 
Title. The Defenſe of the Church. of Eng- 
land, and the holy Religion profeſs d in it, 
1 the Forndation of the Revolution ; and of 
His Majeſty's Succeſſion to the Throne. And, 


after all our Experiments, this Church will 


be found to be, as was ſaid of the Sanctuary, 
The Excellency of - our Strength, and indeed 
of all the Proteſtunts in Europe; who, as 
much as they want our Stepport, will have 
little Reaſon to think we ſhall be much con- 


cern d for them, with ꝛchom, in ſume Points 


we differ, if we ſhew but little Zeal for our 
common Chriſtianity, in which we agree 
ge HIS ; By 


} 


_ Fwy 

By what I have now ſaid, and in the forer 
going Letter, you may eaſily conclude, 
what my Opinion will be of your Demand 
of an open Toleration: If the Lord Feſws 


be a Creature, and you worſhip him, tis 


Idolatry; If he be God, and you deny him, 
tis Blaſpbemy. And what Puniſhment Al. 
mighty Gad ordain d for -both:theſe Sort a of 
Offendert you know. What Texts have you 
to quote for an Exemption from thoſe Pe- 
nalties; or, at leaſt, ſuch as the Laws: of 


the Land inflict : What can we ſay in Con- 


ſcience for an Indulgence, and thereby, in 
ſome. Meaſure, eſtabliſbing theſe Iniquities 
by a Law s When the Jews affaulted the 
Chriſtians, and beat them even beſore the 
. Seat, twas no ſmall Reproach to 
Gallio, 


ö 5 that he cared For none 'of thoſe Acts xvith 


 out-do: that ſtupid Governor, and even 


countenance, nay authorize Aſſaults upon 
the Lord Feſus himfelf > Thus we ſhould 
expoſe our ſelves to that ſevere: Rebuke, 


Theſe are the Wounds, which I recrid d in _— Kitt, 


the Houſe of my Friendlde. 
But if this were not the Caſe, with what 
Face can Arians ask fuch Favour from any 
who have ever read the Hiſtory. of their 
Barbarities ? I might ſay, They have 
taught us a Leſſon. againſt themſelues; but 


I am far from inferrmg from thence a Re- 


4 | 1 
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taliation but ſurely tis a prudent} and; i in 
this looſe Age; a neceſſury Caution, not to 
admit ſuch Enemies within our Walls „nor 
make it poſſible for them ever 10 bei in a 
Condition to practiſe the like again. 
As for that wonderful Book, las you call 
it, p. 40. The Apoſtolicdl Conſlitutions, by 
which you would have the Doctrine, Diſ- 
cipliue, Government , Worſhip and Canons 
© of the Church amended ; or rather that it 
might be admitted entirely as an Original 
< Rule and Standard in theſe Matters: I 
am not learned enough to argue from Au- 
thorities that This is not genuine 5 but I 
have:ſome!Things againſt the Uſe Tow have 
made of it, and which you deſire others and 
ttmte whole Church of God to do too. 
P. 40, 4. Von your ſelf ſay, p. 41. That you be. 
lieve ĩt to be genuine, and for the main un- 
corrupt. I cannot well reconcile theſe 
Two: For if there he any known Corrupti- 
ons in it, then it is not genuine and Au- 
thentiołk; or at leaſt it muſt be purg d of 
thoſe Curruptions, before it can be of any 
* Authority « And how ſhall we diſtinguiſh 
them I know you have a ſhort Rule: for 
it, vi. Whatever does not ſuit with your 
Opinion is corrupt; and by the ſame Reaſon, 
whatever does not ſuit with your Adverſa- 
ri Opinion, muſt be judg d by them to be 
corrupt : And at this Kare the whole 1 
<Q, : | 2 
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be laid aſide; and indeed it is very fit it 
ſhould be ſo. © ve 1105 Of Hed 
For how can This be a Rule and Standard, 
which muſt it ſelf be 7ry'd by ſome: other 
Rule, before it can in Reaſon be admitted 
to be ſo? And if in the Scriptures the Whole Acts xx. 
Counſel of God hath been made known to 
us ; if, as in the 6th Article of our Church, 
they contain All Things neceſſary to Salva- 
tion; or, as St. Paul ſays, are able to make 
"us wiſe unto Salvation, What need have we 
to 1etk for another Rule? Or to heap to our 2 Tim, ii, 
ſelves Teachers, having itching - Ears: For“ 
tis, as St. Paul tells us, an Evidence, that 


| we will not endure ſound Doctrine. 2 Tim. iv; 


But I will ſuppoſe your Quotations out of 


this Book, (for I have not compar d them) 


are, not like your other Quotations, but, 

in aff Reſpects, right and fair: Then if 

theſe are inconſiſtent with the avow d Wri- 
tings of the Apoſtles, as moſt certainly they 

are; Which of the Too ſhall a Man, that 

is to form his Faith, be guided by 2 Thoſe 
Writings, which are acknowledg d by Both 

to be genuine, and written by / Inſpiration 3. 

or zhoſe , which are controuerted? The 
Choice is Eaſy ; and beſides the gemane. 
Scriptures being firſt written, St. Paul ſays, 

tho' an Angel For Heaven ſhould preach: Gil. i . 
any other Goſpel than that which we haue 


breach d unto you; Let him be accurſed. 


Mm  — nn 


But ſuppoſe you could anſwet every Ob: 
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jection to this wonderful Book, (Which I 
Jos bongdenr you cannot as a Scholar; and 


' Fam ſure you cannot reconcile or maintain 


the: Contradictions in it to the true Scri- 


- prares)-I'pray you-to conſider the Conſe- 


uence of it, and the Miſchief you do to 
lizipu by the Attempt of it; for the ge- 


nmuiue Soriptures and this Book cannot both 


be trus; but if both be afſerted and made 
ent to be of equal Authority, the Conſe- 


. quence muſt be (and wicked Men, Atheiſts ' 
and Dejfts will not fail to inferr it) that we 


muſt believe neither; for tho one Part of 2 


Cyntradiction muſt be true, yet a Witneſs, 
who affirms borb Parts, is never belieu d, 


but is ſet fide as a falſe one in all Courts of 
the World ; becauſe one Part of what he 
ſays muſt be falſe ; and there can be no 


eaſon or Obligation from him to believe 


one Part of what he ſays more than the 


other: So that if the Apoſiles have really 


writ or dictated both the ſacred Books and 
the Conſtitutions, they muſt loſe all Credit 
of Infpird Writers, and conſequently you 
have furniſh ih d a ſufficient Argument to ſet 


aſide all reveal d Religion: So that I may 


Lr. I. 45. 


juſtly fay of this Book, as the Roman Præ- 
tor Petillius did of That of the Laws of 
Numa Pompiliur; which, like This, was 
dug out of Rubbiſh ; that it was fitted only 
to diſſolve all Religion; or rather that This 
mo 4 Forme 


— 
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ye a Religion that is it ſelf fit to be diſ- 
folvd, and therefore ſhould be burnt , as 
| WW That was by the Senate, rather than brought 


. into the Canon of the Scriptures, which we 
- are ſure are the Word of God. 

The Jeſuits in China have form d a new 
) WH Goſpel, repreſenting our Sæviour only in his 


moſt exalted State, concealing his Crucifixi- 

on: On the other Hand, you are depreſſing 
him into a Creature, not concealing , but 
denying his Deity. They mig t have learnt 
a better Leſſon from St. Paul, of glorying 0 i. 14. 
only in the Croſs of Chriſt ; and St. obs 1 John ii, 
hath told Tow, that he who denies the Son is 22. 

Antichriſt: They take away the Means of 

our Salvation, You take away the Power, 

by which he can beſtow and give it to us: 

They ſpeak ſome Truth , but not the whole 

Truth: You deny the Iruth , which, St. | ple 

John ſays, is no leſs than making God a Liar, io. 

by not believing the Record which God gave 

of bis Son. 
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